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INTRODUCTION 


Ale£aiidr£ Doias once told the Emperor Napoleon III that he 
had Tmtten 1200 volumes This was eertamly on exaggeration 
Nevertheless, such was hia extraordmary mdustry, and such the 
amazmg fertility of his mventive mind, that the edition of his 
collected woiks which was published m Pans between the years 
1860 and 1881 luns to 277 volumes Dumas is now best remem- 
bered for his historical novels, which have made a wide appeal to 
readers of all ages both m and outside Piance, particularly in 
English-speaking countries Writers like Thackeray, Stevenson 
and Andrew Lang have jiaid them glowmg tributes Among these 
romances none have enjoyed greater popularity than The. Three 
Musketeers and its two seq^ucls. Twenty Years After and Ten Years 
Later, or the Vicomte de Brnjelonne Of the three the first, which 
appeared m 1844, is probably the favourite with young readeis 
Nowhere has Dumas shown to better advantage his unrivalled 
skill m relating an exciting story Prom the moment that the 
young D’Aitagnan leaves his Gaseon home in the extreme south 
of France to seek his fortune in the capital, adventures follow one 
another thick and fast His bewilderment and astonished delight 
upon entering the great world of Fans, his youthful enthusiasm, 
his eagerness to push his fortunes, his chivalrous courage, liis 
'oyalty to his comrades, and his unfailing resourcefulness m the 
.ace of apparently unsurmountable obstacles, make him almost 
an ideal hero Soaroely less attractive are the great histoncal 
figures among whom he moves and upon whom the making or 
morrmg of his fortune depends Chief among these ore Cordmal 
Bioheheu and his master Louis XIII , the Queen and the Duke 
of Buokmgham 
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If ^^c comxmrc the historical romances of Dumas ^vlth those of 
Scott, e shall find that, except in one or tv\ o like Quentin Durward, 
actual history plays a far smaller part in the latter than in the 
former It u as, in fact, Quentin Dunvnrd which served as a model 
for The Three 2Iu<il.cteera On the other hand, the characteis of 
Dumas’ 0 A\n creation aio moic slightly sketched than the ^^onde^- 
f ul company dre'iu ii f lom all ranks of life that people Scott s novels 
We are told a good deal about D’Artagnan and Milady , but their 
characters as hero and villain uiU hardly bear a close scrutiny 
We aie guen little more than a suiierficial picture of the three 
musketeers themselves Athos, peihaps, stands out most clearly 
Formeily the Count de la F6ic, the deep injury he had sustained 
through his unhappy marriage had caused him to seek distraction 
from toimenting memories m active service High-minded, 
seiinus, arm hearted, uttcily fearless, but someuhat addicted 
to Spanish vine, he is the most attiactive of the three comrades 
The real names of the vain, sentimental, lather dull-witted, but 
valorous and musculai Porthos, and of the equally sentimental 
but more subtle, refined and reUgiousIy inclined Aiamis, aie not 
levealcd to us The writer is, in fact, more concerned with what 
hia characters do than what they are , and the diamatic desciq)- 
tion of duels, hazardous jouinejs, mtngues, hair-breadth escapes, 
compensates in gieat mcasuic for the lack of dejitli and detail m 
the draw ing of character 

Foi some of these exploits Dumas no doubt drew upon bis own 
expeiicnce , foi his own life was scarcely less chequered and 
adveiitiiious than that of any soldier of fortune in his novels 
One such exploit may be related During the revolution of 1830, 
he tells us in his 2lemoires, at the age of twenty-eight he was 
sent bv La Favetto to Soissons to collect powder for the army 
Although practically single handed, he w^as more than successful 
in his mission , for, havmc gamed the good-will of the inhabitants, 
he compelled the go^e^no^ of the city to hand over the w'hole 
magazine 

The descnptions of natural scenery whi(^ fill so many pages 
in Scott’s novels ore entirely abs^t from the work of Dumas. 
Instead, we are introduced to the stimng, restless life of seven- 
teenth-centiiry Fans, with its population of nearly half-a-million 
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orowdoil nitliin an aiea covoiin/ little iiioie tliaii iino sixunic mile , 
mill ils naniin intanitaiy sticcts and lanes, iinli!:lilod by night, 
and liaiintcd by tliiescs, iniiidciiis and ciiiiiiiiah of cicij' elass , 
nlioic I'le.il nobles had eaili his foitilicd iial.ice Mith a band of 
aimed ictaincij. to defend it and a bodv of spies to fiiithci his 
iiiliigiiea, yheic, jcl, coiucnts and cliiiichc', inainlaincd fioin 
the jiioceeds of bioud aties, «cic so uiiiiieioiis that then bells 

lesoiindmi; at all lioius cicated an almost iinbiolsen loai of 
inoiis thunder ” 

'J'he events lelatcd m The Thice Miu? eleem covci the period 
102,1 1(128 The pietiiie that Dumas diaiis of the conditions pre- 
vailing till oiigliout h’l ance dining that time is siibstanliallj' coriect 
111 nSO, Mith the accession to the thionc of Hem v of Navaiie as 
Hciiiy IV , the Civil Wais which had been waged in the name 
of icligion for the gicatoi pait of the sixteenth eentuiy came to 
an end In 1397 the famous IJdicl of Nantes assiiied lolciation 
and fieodoiii of woiship to the Huguenots The icign of Henry IV 
biought peace, piospoiitv and wealth to the kingdom , but upon 
Ins assassination in lliIO his wife, Slaiic do’ Jlcdici, became icgent, 
and it was nut lung bcfoic the old lawless spiiil bioko loose again 
This was due partly to the weakness of the queen icgcnt and her 
advisois, but piincipally to the gieal powei enjoj cd by the nobles 
111 the piov inccs and to the sticngth of the Ilimucnot piitj' The 
gicat nobles lelaincd inuoli of the inllueiieo thev had enjov cd m 
feudal times, their chateaus weie stiongly foitified, and then 
nuineious retaincis weio alwaj-s icady to follow them even to 
battle, if neocssaij', against the king, who was still legaidcd less 
as a monarch than as the first pcci of the icdlm The Huguenots, 
espeeially stiong m Southern Fiance, had been pcimitted by the 
Edict of Nantes to retain m their hands a number of foitified 
towais, the most impoitant of which was L,i Hochcllo Moreovei, 
they possessed other rights, leligious and iiolitical, among which 
thev leckoned the light to dcclaic wai, and those they guarded 
with ther greatest jealousy Unfortunately their powerful organi- 
sation was frequently employed by disaffected nobles who had 
joined them for purely personal ends Richelieu upon his first 
entry mto power m 1624 at once recognised that the root cause 
of the disorder m France lay m the political power enjoyed by 
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tho Huguenots, and ho dctcrmmed to crush it Though a caidinal 
and a devout catholic, ho had no intention of peisccutmg them 
Tlio piicst in him was aliiais second to the politician But it 
was essential to picvcnt the continual jiUits agamst the hmg, and 
the succession of foieign mtiigiics in nhich the Huguenots ■wore 
invariably implicated The Duke of Biickuigham’s ill-advised 
expedition to La Rochelle in ,Jiilv l(i27 gave Richelieu his oppor- 
tunity La Rochelle uilh its fifty thousand mhabitants uas a 
place of immense iiatuial stieiigth and gicat commercial import- 
ance It had a laige and safe haiboui, and c'Tncd a considerable 
fleet of ships, u hci eas the Kmg of Fiance at this period had no 
navy at all As tho cit}' uas secured by massive foitifications, 
sti engthened by laige bastions, and the surroundmg country was 
covered nitli s ast moiasscs ciosscd only by nariow paths, nhen the 
citizens 11 islied to revolt they had onlj to close the gates, as they 
did in 1027 With the latei stages of tho famous siege no aio 
not conoeiiied, and the stoiy of it is too iiell knoini to need 
repetition Suffice it to say that, aftci Buokmgliam’s disginccful 
abandonment of the Rooliollais on Koi ember 17tli, 1027, Richelieu 
completely suirouudcd the city mth a vast ainiv By a gieat 
dike built across the harbour mouth, iihicli iias completed in 
Mnicli 1028, ho shut off all access fioiii tho sea On October 28th, 
1028, aftci all attempts to bicak thioiigli the dike had foiled, and 
cvciy ho 2 ie of assislaiice fioin England was dissijiatcd, the city 
at length siii leiidercd, and the iiow er of the Huguenots as a pohtical 
foico was biokcn foi oicr 

Tho foregoing account will hell) the leader of The Three Mushe- 
teers to foim some conceiilion of the xxisition of jiaities in Fiance 
durmg the eaily years of Louis XIII ’s icign It will exxilam to 
some extent the causes of that gcncial sense of msecurity and tho 
consequent netwoik of intrigue — amazing, yet probably not fur 
from the tiutli — which the stoiy icveals Such unquiet times 
afforded ample opportunities for adventurers of courage and re- 
souice, like D’Artagnan and his three compamons Exploits as 
hazardous as theirs, though not perhaps so uniformly successful, 
doubtless fell to the lot of many a soldier of fortune who relied 
iqioii Ills w'lts for his livelihood m the days of the Great Cardinal, 
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CHAPTER I 

D’ABTAGNAN SETS OUT TO SEEK HIS EORTUNE 

On the first Monday of the month of Apnl, 1625, the city of 
Meung appealed to he in as complete a state of revolution as 
if the Huguenots had come to make a second Rochelle of it 
Many citizens, seeing the -nomen fljnng touaids the main 
stieet, healing the childien ciymg at the open doois, hastened 
to aim themselves, and, supporting then somewhat uncoitam 
courage inth a musket or a pike, diiected their steps towards 
the hostelry of the Jolly Miller, before which was gathered a 
rapidly incicasing group, noisy and full of curiosity 

In those times panics were common, and but few days 
passed without some city oi othci having to lecord in its 
annals an event of this kind Theie were nobles, who made 
w ar against one anothei , there was the king, w'ho made war 
against the cardinal , thcic was the Spamard, who made war 
against the king Then, in addition to these concealed or 
public, secret oi open wars, there were robbcis, mendicants. 
Huguenots, wolves, and lackeys, who made war upon every- 
body The citizens weic always in arms against thieves, 
wolves, or lackeys — often against nobles or Huguenots — 
sometimes against the king-^but never against tiie cardinal 
or Spam In accordance, therefore, with this habit, on the 
aforesaid first Monday of the month of Apnl, 1025, the citizens, 
heanng the olamour, and seeing neither the red and yellow 
standard, nor the livery of the Due de Richeheu, rushed to- 
ward the hostelry of the Jolly Miller 


DIM 


A 
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On arriving there, the cause of all this hubbub was obvious 
to everyone 

A young man — let us outhne his portrait m a few strokes 
— imagine Don Quixote at eighteen , Don Quixote without 
his corselet, without his coat of mail, inthout his cuisses , 
Don Quixote clothed in a woollen doublet, the blue coloui 
of uhich had faded into a nameless shade , face long and 
bioun, high cheek-bones, mdicatmg 01 aftmess , the maxillaiy 
muscles enormously developed, an infallible sign by -nhicli a 
Gascon may always be detected, even without his cap — and 
0111 young man wore a cap ornamented with a feathei , his 
eye open and intelligent , his nose hooked, but fincl3' chiselled 
Too big foi a youth, too small foi a glow n man, an expciicnced 
eye might have taken him for a farmer’s son upon a ]oiiiney, 
had it not been for the long swoid, which, dangling fiom a 
leathern baldric, knocked against its owner’s cahcs as he 
walked, and against his steed’s rough side when he was on 
hoiseback 

For our young man had a steed w'hich was the observed of 
all observera It was a Beam pony, from twelve to fouitecn 
years old, wnth a yellow coat, but not a han in its tail, which, 
though moving always with its head lowei than its knees, 
contrived, nevertheless, to perform its eight leagues a day 
Unfortunately, the qualities of this home weic so well con- 
cealed under its strangely-coloured hide and its extraordinary 
gait, that — everybody being m those times a connoisscui m 
hoise-ilcsh — the appeaianoe of the said pony at Meung, which 
place it had entered about a quarter of an hour before, by the 
gate of Beangency, produced an unfavourable impression 
that extended to its niastci 

And this impression was the lobie painful to young D’ Artag- 
nan — ^for so was the Don Quixote with this second Rosinante 
named — ^because he was conscious himself, good horseman as 
he w as, of the ridiculous appearance he made on such a steed. 
He had sighed deeply, therefore, when accepting the pony as 
a gift fiom M D’Artagnan the elder 
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“ My son,” said the old Gascon nobleman, seasoning his 
gift with the following valuable advice, “ my son, this hoise 
was born in your father’s house, about thirteen yeais ago, 
and has remained in it ever since You ought thoieforc to 
love it Never sell it — allow it to die quietly and honourably 
of old age , and if you take it on a campaign with j’ou, take 
as much care of it as you would of an old servant At couit, 
if you ever have the honoiii to go there,” continued M d’ Artag- 
nan the elder, “ an honoui to nhicli, icmcmbei, your ancient 
nobility gives you the light, sustain worthily, both foi joui 
own sake and for those who belong to you, yoiii name of 
genUetnan, which has been worthily borne by your anccstois 
foi moie than five hundred years. Endure nothing fiom any 
one eveept the caidmal and the king It is by his oouiage 
and by his coinage alone that a gentleman makes his way 
to-day Whoevci trembles for a second peihaps allows the 
piuc to escape, which, dunng that exact second, foi tune held 
out to him You aio young , you ought to be brave foi two 
reasons — ^fiist, because you aic a Gascon, and secondly, be- 
cause you are my son Never fear qiiancls, but seek nd- 
vontuies I have taught you how to handle a sword , you 
have sinews of non, a wrist of steel , fight on all occasions , 
fight all the moie because duels aie forbidden, and thcic is, 
consequently, twice as much coinage in fighting I have 
nothing to give you, my son, but fifteen ciowns, my home 
and the advice you have just heaid Youi mothci will add 
to them a receipt for a certain balsam, which she got fiom a 
gipsy, and winch has the miraculous virtue of cunng all 
wounds that do not icacli the heart Make good use of all 
these, and live happily ctfid long I have but one iiioic woid 
to add, and that is to propose an example to you — ^not mine, 
for I myself have never appeared at court, and have only 
taken part in the rehgious wars as a volunteer , I speak of 
M de Tr6ville, who was formerly my neighbour, and who had 
the honour to be as a child the playfellow of our king, Louis 
XIII , whom God preserve • Sometimes then play degenei ated 
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into fights, and m these fights the king was not always the 
strongei The blows which ho leccived fiom him made 
him eiitoitam gieat estoeni and fi icndship for M de Ti^ville 
Latci on, JI de Trevillo fought with others dunng his fiist 
joninev to Pans, five times , fiom the death of the late king 
until the coming of age of the picsent one, without leckoning 
wais and sieges, seven times , and fiom that peiiod up to 
the present day, a hundied times peihaps ' So that in spite 
of edicts, oidinanocs, and deciees, j'oii now see him captain of 
the iiniskcteeis — a legiiiicnt held in gicat esteem by the king 
and dieadcd by the caidinal — -and it is little that he dreads, 
as eveiv one knows Moieovei, JI de Tievillo leccivcs ten 
thousand ciow ns a year , he is, thcrofoie, a veiy gieat noble 
Ho began as ye i begin , go to him with this letter, and make 
him loiii model, in oidei that vou may do as he has done ” 

Tlieieiiiion JI D’Aitagnan the cldei gilded liis own swoid 
on Ins »on, kissed him tendeily on both checks and gave 
him Ills blessing 

On leaiing his fathei, the young man found his mothci 
waiting for him with the famous locipc The faiewells w’cie 
on this side longer and moie tendci than thei had been on 
the othei , not that M D’Aitagnan did not love his son, 
who was his only child, but M D’Aitagnan was a man, 
and he would have consideied it unworthy of his sex to give 
way to Ills feelings , whcieas Madame D’Artagnan was a 
woman and a niothoi She wept profusely, and, to the 
praise of M D’Aitagnan the younger be it said, notwith 
standing the clfoits he made to be as firm as afutuie muskctcei 
ought to bo, natiiie prevailed, and he shed many tears, half 
of which he had gieat difficulty in concealing 

The same day the young man set forward on his journey, 
provided with the three pater&d gifts, which consisted, as we 
have said, of fifteen crowns, the horse, and the letter for M. 
de Ti Cl illc, the advice being thrown into the bargain 

Equipped m this manner, D’Artagnan was an almost exact 
replica of Ceivantes’ hero Don Quixote took windmills for 
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giants, and sheep for armies , D’Aitagnan took eveiy smile 
for an insult, and eveiy look as a piovoeation, the lesiilt of 
iihieh was that all thciiayfiom Taibes to Meung his fist iias 
constantly doubled, and his hand, on the aveiagc, ten times 
a day on the hilt of hia an oid , and j ct the fist did not descend 
upon any jaw, nor did the snoid issue from its scabbard 
Not that the sight of the wretched pony did not excite iiunic- 
rous smiles on the countenances of passeis-by , but since 
against the side of this pony lattled a snoid of icspcctable 
length, and as ovei this swoid gleamed an eye ratliei feiocious 
than haughty, these passeis-hy repiessed their hilaiit}', or, 
if hilarity pi evaded o\ er piudence, they cndcaxouied to laugh 
only on one side of then faces D’Artagnan, then, lemamed 
majestic and intact in spite of his susceptibility till he came 
to this unlucky city of Meung 

But there, as he was alighting fioin his hoisc at the gate of 
the Jolly Millci, nithout any one, host, waiter, oi ostler, 
coming to hold his stiiinp oi take his horse, D’Aitagnan 
spied, through an open nindon on the giound flooi, a man 
of fine figuie and lofty beaiing, but of latlici gum counte- 
nance, talking null tiio poisons who ajipcaicd to hot on to 
him most 1 cspectfiilly D’Ailagnan fanned not iinnatui ally, 
that he himself must be the object of then conscisatioii and 
listened, and this time he was only in pait mistaken he 
himself was not the subject of lemaik, but his horse w'as 
The gentleman appeared to be enumerating all its qualities 
to his hsteneis, and, the hstcneis seeming, as I have said, to 
pay great deference to the naiiatoi, biiist into continual 
fits of laughter Now , as half a snide was sufficient to aw aken 
the wiath of the young man, the effect piodiiccd upon him 
by this clamorous mirth may be easily iiiiagiiicd 

Nevertheless, D’Artagnan was desirous of e^immng the 
appearance of this impertment personage who was laughing 
at him. He fixed his haughty eye upon the stranger, and 
perceived a man of from forty to forty-five years of age, with 
black and piercing eyes, a pale complexion, a strongly marked 
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nose and a black and 'ivlII shaped moustache He was diessed 
in a doublet and hose of violet colour This doublet and hose, 
though neu, looked cieased, as gaiments do which ha\o been 
long packed m a tiavelhng bag D’Aitagnan noticed all this 
with the lapidity of a most minute observei, and, doubtless, 
from an instinctive feeling that this unknown peison was 
destined to have a gieat influence oeei his futuic life 

Now, as at the moment when D’Aitagnan fixed Ins ejes 
upon the man in the violet doublet, the man made one of his 
sliest and most profound lemarks respecting the Beaincse 
pon}, his two compamons burst out laughing, and he himself, 
though contiaiy to his custom, suSticd a pale smile (if I 
may be allowed to use such an cxpiession) to steal ovei his 
countenance. This time there could bo no doubt that D’ A.itag 
nan was leally insulted Fully convinced of this, he iiulled 
his cap down over lus cyts, and endeavouiing to co2)y the 
Vouit manners ho had picked up m Gasconj fiom joung 
travelling nobles, he ad\ anoed, with ont hand on the hilt of his 
swoid and the other icsting on his hip Unfortunately, as he 
advanced, his angci ineicased at eveiy 6 toi>, and, instead of 
the piopci and lofty spotch he had piepaied as a prelude to 
his challenge, ho found notlimg on the tip of his tongue but 
a gloss personality, which he accompanied with a fuiious 
gestuic 

‘ I saj, sii, you, sii, who are hiding youiself behind that 
shuttei I — jes, jou, sii, tell me what you are laughing at, and 
we 1011 laugh together ” 

The man withdrew his eyes slowly from the horse to its 
iidcr, as if he lequiicd tunc to assure himself that such stiangc 
leproachcs woic being addiesscd to him, then, when he 
could no longer entertain any doubt of the matter, his eje 
brows bent shghtly, and, after quite a long pause, m a tone 
the irony and msolence of which it would be impossible to 
describe, he lephed to D’Artagnan . 

“ I was not speakmg to you, sir ' ” 

“ But I am speaking to you ! ” rephed the young man. 
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exasperated by this mixture of insolence and good manneis, 
of politeness and scorn 

The unknown looked at him for a moment longer with liis 
faint smile, and, retiimg from the window, came out of the 
hostelry ivith a slow step, and stopped in front of the horse 
within two paces of D’Aitagnan His quiet manner and the 
iionical expicssion of his countenance redoubled the miilh of 
those with whom he had been tallnng, and who still remained 
at the window 

H’Artagnan seeing him approach, diew his swoid a foot out 
of the scabbaid 

‘ This home is decidedly, or rather has been in its youth, a 
butteicup,” resumed the unknown, continuing the remarks he 
had begun, and addressing himself to his auditors at the 
window', without seeming in any w ay to notice the exaspfera- 
tion of D’Aitagnan, who, howevci, icmained standing stiffly 
between them “ It is a colour very w’cll known in botany, 
but up to the present time veiy rare among horses ” 

“ There aie people who laugh at a horse that would not 
daic to laugh at the master of it,” ciied D’Artagnan in a fuiy 
“ I do not often laugh, sir,” leplicd the unknown, “ as 3 ou 
may perceive by the expression of my face , but, never thelcss, 
I insist upon retaimng the privilege of lauglung w hen I please ” 
“ And I,” cried D’Artagnan, “ will allow no man to laugh 
when it displeases me ' ” 

“ Indeed, sii,” continued the unknown, more quietly than 
ever “ Well ' that is perfectly nght ' ” and, turning on liis 
heel, was about to re-enter the hostelry by the fiont gate, 
undei which D’Artagnan, as he came up, had obseivcd a 
saddled hoi-se standing But D’Artagnan was by no moans 
content to allow a man who had had the insolence to laugh 
at him to escape him so easily. He drew his sword clear 
of the scabbard, and followed him, crying 
“ Turn, turn. Master Joker, lest I stnke you from behind < ” 
“ Stnke me ' ” said the other, turmng sharply round and 
surveying the young man with as much astonishment as 
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contempt “Come, come, my good fellow, you must be mad i” 
Then, m a suppiessed tone, as if speaking to himself, lie con- 
tinued, “ This IS annojniig But nliat a godsend he iiould 
be foi his Majesty, who is seeking everywhere for recruits lor 
his musketeeis ' ” 

He had scarcely finished, when D’Artagnan made such a 
fiiiious lunge at him that if he had not sprung nimblj back- 
11 aid, it IS piobablc that he would have jested for the last 
time The unknown then, perceiving that the matter ivas 
going beyond a joke, dicw his sw'ord, saluted his adversely, 
and gravely placed himself on guaid But at the same 
moment his two comparaons, accompanied by the host fell 
upon D’Aitagnan with sticlcs, shoiels, and tongs This 
eaiised so lapid and complete a diveision to the attack that 
H’Aitagnan’s adversaiy, while the lattci was tuining loiind 
to face this shower of blows, sheathed his sword with the same 
pieoision as before, muttering as he did so 

“ A plague upon these Gascons ' Put him on his yellow 
horse again, and let him be gone ' ” 

“ Hot before I have killed you poltroon ' ” cned D’Artagnan, 
who was putting up a most gallant fight, and novel falling 
back one step befoie his thiec assailant', though tliej continued 
to show er then blows upon linn 

“’Another gasconade muiinuicd the gentleman “By 
my honoui, those Gascons aie incoiiigible ' Keep up the 
dance, then, snioo ho wall have it so. When he is tiled, he 
will say that he has had enough of it ” 

But the iinkiiow n did not yet know the headstrong personage 
ho had to deal with , D'Aitagnan was not the man ever to ciy 
foi quarter The fight was, thercfoic, prolonged for some 
seconds , but at length D’Aitagnan, worn out, had his sword 
struck from his hand by a blowirom a stick, and it fell to 
the ground broken in two pieces. Another blow full upon 
his forehead, at the aame moment, brought him to the ground, 
covered with blood and almost famtmg. - ' 

It was at this crisis that people came flocking to the scene 
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of action fiom all aides Tlic host, fearful of consequences 
with the help of hia servants cained the ■noiinded man into 
the kitchen, ivhere some trifling attention was bestowed upon 
him 

Meanwhile the gentleman resumed his place at the wnndow, 
and surveyed the ciowd with an ill-concealed espiession ot 
impatience, evidently much annoj'ed by their pcisistence in 
remaining there 

“ Well, how is that madman ’ ” exclaimed he, turning 
lound as the opening door announced the cntiance of the host, 
W’ho came to mquiic whether he was hurt 

“ Your Excellency is safe and sound ’ ” asked the host 
“ Oh, yes ' perfectly safe and sound, my good host, and I 
now wish to know what has become of our young man ” 

“ He IS better,” said the host , “ he fainted away ” 

“ Indeed ' ” said the gentleman 

“ But before he fainted, he collected all his stiength to 
challenge you, and to defy you while he challenged jou ’ 

“ Why, this fellow must be a very fiend ' ’ cued the un- 
known 

“ Oh, no, youi Excellency ' ” replied the host with a gun 
of contempt , “ he is not a fiend, foi duiiiig his fainting we 
rummaged his valise, and found nothing but a clean shirt and 
twelve crowns, and yet, as he was fainting, he exclaimed 
tliat if this had happened in Pans you should have instantly 
repented of it, but as it happened heic you would only' lepent 
of it later on ” 

“ Then,” said the unknown, coldly, “ he must be some 
pnnee of the blood m disguise ” 

“I have told you this, good sii,” resumed the host, “in 
order that you may be on y'oui guaid ” 

“ Did he mention no nsl^ m his raving ” 

“ Yes ' he struck hia^raotet and said * ‘ We shall see what 
M. de Tr^viUe will thmk of thia insult offered to his proUgi ’ ” 

" M. de TreviUe ’ ” said the unknown, becoming attentive , 
“ he struck his pocket as he uttered the name of M de Tr6villc 
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Now, my dear host ' ^ihile your young man was unconscious 
you did not fail, I feel sure, to find out what that pocket 
contained What ii as there m it ’ ” 

“ A letter addressed to M de TidviUe, captain of the 
muskctcera ” 

“ Indeed I ” 

“ It IS ]ust as I have the honour to tell your Excellency ” 
The host, who was not endowed with great perspicacity, did 
not notice the expression which his words produced upon 
the countenance of the unknown The latter arose from the 
w^ndow, upon the sill of which he had been leamng his elbow, 
and knitted his brows like a man suddenly disturbed 

‘ The deuce • '* muttered he, between lus teeth “ Can 
Tieiille have set this Gascon upon me ’ Ho is very young, 
but a swoid-thiust is a swoid-thiust whatever be the age 
of him who gives it, and a youth is less to be suspected than 
an older man A weak obstacle is sometimes sufficient to 
oveithiow a gicat design ” 

And the unknown fell into a rcvciie which lasted some 
minutes 

‘ Host,” said he, “ could you not contrive to get nd of 
this fiantic boy foi me ’ In conscience, I cannot kill him 
and yet,” added he, with a coldly menacing expression, “ and 
j ct he annovs me Where is he ’ ” 

“ In my wife’s chamber on the first floor, where they are 
dicssing his w'ounds ” 

‘ His things and his bag are with him 7 Has he taken off 
his doublet ’ ” 

‘ Evciythmg is down in the kitchen. But if this crazy 
young fool annoys you — ” 

‘ To be suie he does He causes disturbance in your 
hostelry, which respectable people dislike intensely. Go, 
make out my bill, and call my servant ” 

“ What, sir ' do you mean to leave us already 7 ” 

“ You knew I was going, for I ordered you to get my horse 
saddled Has it been done ’ ” 
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“ Yes, sir , as your Excellency may have observed, your 
horse is in the gieat gateway, ready saddled for your de- 
partuie ” 

‘ That is well , do as I have directed you, then ” 

“ What ' ” said the host to himself , ‘ can he be afraid of 
this boy ? ” But an imperious glance from the unknown 
stopped him short , he bowed humbly and retired 

“ IVIilady must see nothing of this fellow,” continued the 
stranger “ She will soon pass by — she is alieady late I 
had better get on horseback and go to meet her I should 
like, however, to know what this Icttci addressed to Tievillo 
contains > ” 

And the unknown, muttenng to himself, directed his steps 
towards the kitchen 

In the meantime, the host, who had no doubt that it iias 
the piesence of the young man -nhich was diiving the un- 
known fiom his liosteliy, had gone up to bis infc’s chambci, 
and found D’Aitagnan fully letumed to consciousness Giv- 
ing him to understand that the police could deal nith him 
pretty severely for having sought a quaricl with a gieat loid 
(for, in the opinion of the host, the unknown could be nothing 
less than a gicat lord), he insisted that, notwithstanding his 
weakness, he should get up and depart as quickly as possible 
D’Artagnan, half stupefied, without Ins doublet, and with Ins 
head all swathed in bandages, arose, and, urged on by the 
host, began to descend the staiis On leaching the kitchen, 
the firat tlung he saw was his antagonist, standing beside the 
step of a heavy carnage drawn by two large Norman hoises, 
and quietly talking with a woman of from twenty to two- 
and-twenty years of age, whose head apjieaied thioiigh the 
carnage window We have already observed with what 
rapidity D’Artagnan took in every feature of a face So now 
he perceived at a glance that this woman was young and 
beautiful , and her style of beauty struck him the more 
forcibly on account of its being totally different from that of 
the southern countnes m which U’Artagnan had hitheito 
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lived She was pale and fan, vith long cuils falling in 
profusion ovci hei shouldeis , had large languishing blue 
eyes, losy lips, and hands of alabastei She uas talking with 
gicat animation to the unknown 

“ His Eminence, then oiders me — ” said the lady 
‘ To return instantlj to England, and to inform lum ini- 
mecUately should the duke leave London ” 

“ And my other instiuetions ’ ” asked tho fair tiavcller 
“ They are contained in this box, which you will not open 
until you are on the othei side of the Channel.” 

“ Veiy well , and you, what are you going to do f ” 

“ I, oh I I shall letuin to Pans ” 

“ What, nithout chastising this insolent boy ’ ” asked the 
lady 

The unknown Mas about to reply, but at the moment he 
opened his mouth, D’Aitagnan, who had heard all, rushed for- 
waid through tho open dooi 

" This insolent boy will chastise somebody else,” ciied 
he ‘ and I sincerely hope that he whom he means to chastise 
Mill not escape him as he did before ” 

‘ Will not escape him ’ ” replied the unknown, knitting his 
blow 

“ Xo, before a Moman you w'ould not daie to fly, I pre- 
sume’” 

“Remembei,” ciicd milady, seeing the unknown lay his 
hand on liis swoid, icmcmbcr that the least delay may ruin 
eveiy thing ” 

“ Tine,” cued the gentleman , “ begone, then, youi way 
and I will go mine ” And bowmg to the lady, he sprang into 
his saddle, her coachman at the same time appl3nng his whip 
vigoiously to Ins hoisos The two speakers thus separated, 
taking opposite directions, at full j^dlop.lh" 

“ Your reckoiung ' your reckomng I ” shrieked the host, 
whose respect for the traveller was changed mto profound 
contempt on seeing him depart without setthng his bill. 

“ Pay him, booby I ” cried the unknown to his servant. 
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■without checking the speed of his hoi'se , and the man, after 
thro-wing two or thicc pieces of silvci at the feet of mine host, 
galloped aftci his master 

“ Base cowaid I false nobleman I ” cued D’Ai-tagnan, spring- 
ing foiwaid after the servant But Ills Mound had rendered 
him too weak for such exertion Scarcely had he gone ten 
steps Mhen his ears began to tingle a faintness seized him, 
and he fell m the middle of the street, still cijing 
“ Coward l coward l coward • ” 

“ He IS a cowaid indeed,” grumbled the host, drawing near 
to D’Artagnan, and endeavouring bj' a little flattery to 
make up matters with the young man 

“ Yes, a base cowaid,” muimuied D’Artagnan , “ but she, 
she M'as very beautiful ” 

“ AVhat she ’ ” demanded the host 

“ Milady,” faltered D’Artagnan, and fainted for the second 
time 

“ Ah, M'ell * ” said the host , “ I have lost tiro oustomeis, 
but this one lemains, of whom I am pretty certain for some 
days to come , and that Mill be eleven crowns gamed, at all 
events ” 

The reader must remember that eleven eioM'ns mbs just the 
amount Mhicli remained in D’Artagnan’s purse 

The host had reckoned upon eleven daj s of confinement at 
a croMn a day, but he had reckoned Mithoiit his guest On 
the following morning, at five o’clock, D’Aitagnan arose, and 
descending to the kitchen without help, asked for some oil. 
some Mine, and some rosemary, and with his mother’s receipt 
in hiB hand, composed a balsam with which he anointed his 
numerous wounds, replacing the bandages himself, and posi- 
tively refusing the assistance of any doctor Thanks, no 
doubt, to the efficacy of the gipsy’s balsam, and perhaps, also, 
thanks to the absence of a doctor, D’Artagnan walked about 
that same evemng, and was almost cured by the morrow 
When the time of settlement came, the rosemary, the 
oil, and the ■wine were the only expenses the master had 
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incurred on his oivn account, as he had preserved a stiict 
abstinence , nhdo on the contiary, the yellow hoise b 3 ’ the 
account of the ostlei, had eaten at least three times as much 
as a horse of its size could reasonably be supposed to have 
done But on puttins: his hand into his pocket, D’Ailagnan 
found notlung there but his httle worn velvet puise ivith 
the eleven ciowns it contained, the letter addiesscd to 
M de Treville had disappeared. 

The young man began to search for the letter with the 
gieatest patience, turning out his vaiious pockets time after 
time, lummagmg and lummagmg again in his valise, and 
opening and closing his piiisc , but when he became con- 
vinced that the letter uas lost, he fleu, for the third tunc, 
into such a rage that it came ncai costing him a fresh 
supply of wine, oil, and loscmary, for upon seeing this 
hot-headed youth so exaspoiatcd, and threatening to dcstioy 
evcr 5 ’thing in the establishment if his letter were not found, 
the host seized a spit, his wife a biooin-handle, and the servants 
the same stiolis they had used the cvemng before 

‘ My letter of introduction ' ” cned D’Aitagnan , “ my 
letter of introduction I oi I mil spit you all hke so many 
liartridges l ” 

Unfortunately, in holding out this terrible threat, he had 
wholly forgotten that his sword had been broken in two in 
the formei conflict , and so when D’Artagnan went to draw 
his swoid in earnest he found himself armed merely with a 
stump of about eight or ten inches in length, which the host 
had carefully placed in the scabbard the rest of the blade 
the master had slyly put on one side to make a larding-pm 

But tins loss would probably not have stopped oui fiery 
young man if the host had not reflected that the demand 
which his guest made was perfectly just. 

“ But after all,” said he, lowenng the pomt of his spit, 
“ wheie IS that letter ? ” 

“ Yes, where is that letter 1 ” cned D’Artagnan “ In the 
fitst place, I warn you that the letter is for M. de Tr^viUe, 
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and it must be found , if it be not quickly found, he will know 
how to have it found, I’ll anawei for it ' ” 

This threat completed the intimidation of the host Throw- 
ing down his spit, and oideiing his infc to do the same with 
her bioom-handle, and the seivants vith then sticks, he was 
the first to begin a zealous search for the lost letter 

“ Does the letter contain anything valuable ’ ” demanded 
the host, after a few minutes of useless investigation 

“^Sounds I I should think it does,” cried the Gascon, who 
relied upon this letter for making his way at court , “ it 
contained my fortune ’ 

“ Bills upon' Spam ? ” asked the disturbed host 
“Bills upon his Majesty’s private treasury,” answeied 
D’Artagnan, who, reckoned upon entering into the king’s 
service through this recommendation, and thought he could 
make this somewhat hazaidous reply without tclhng a false- 
hood 

“ The deuce ' ” cned the host, at his wit s end 
“ But it’s of no importance,” continued D’Artagnan, with 
the assuiance common to his race , “ it’s of no importance, 
the money is nothing — the letter was everything , I w'ould 
rather have lost a thousand pistoles than have lost that ” 
Suddenly a ray of light bioke in upon the mind of the 
host, who was cursing loudly upon finding nothing. 

“ That letter is not lost ' ” cried he 
“ What I ■’ said D’Artagnan 
“ No , it has been stolen from you ” 

“ Stolen I by whom ? ” 

“ By the gentleman who was here yesterday He went 
down into the kitchen, where your doublet was He 
lemamed there some time alone I w'ould lay a wager he 
has stolen it.” 

“ Do you think so 1 ” answered D’Artagnan, but he was not 
convmced, for he knew better than any one else how entirely 
jiersonal the value of this letter was, and saw nothmg in it 
likely to tempt anyone to steal it. 
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“ Dtf»you say,” reaumod D’Artagnan, “ that you suspect 
that impertinent gentleman ’ ” 

‘ I tell you I am sure of it,” continued the host , “ uhcn 
I informed him. that your lordship was a protege of M de 
Tienllc, and that you even had a letter for that lUusliious 
nobleman, he appeared to be very much disturbed, and asked 
mo uheie that letter was, and immediately went down into 
the kitchen, whei e he knew your doublet was ” 

“ Then he is tho thief,” replied D'Artagnan “ I will com- 
plain to M de Treville, and M de Trevdlo will complain to 
the king ” He then drew two ciowns majestically from his 
puisc, gave them to the host, who accompanied him cap m 
hand to the pate, lemountcd his yellow hoise, which boic him 
inthout any further accident to the gale of St Antoine at 
Pans, where his ownoi sold him for three crowns, ivhich was 
a very good price, considenng that D’Artagnan had iidden 
lum haid on tho last stretch. 

So D Artagnan entered Pans on foot, cariyiiig his little 
packet under lus arm, and wandeied about till he found an 
apaitment to let on tcims suited to the scantiness of his 
means This chamber was a littlo gariet in the Rue dcs 
Possoyours, near the Luxembourg 
As soon as the earnest-money w'as jiaid, D’Artagnan took 
possession of his lodging, and passed the remainder of the 
day in sewmg on to his doublet and hose some oinamcutal 
braiding w Inch hia mother had taken off from an almost new 
doublet of the elder M D’Artagnan, and had given to him 
secietly Then he went to the Quai de la Ferraille, to have 
a new' blade put to his sword, and on his return to the Louvre, 
inquired of the first musketeer he met the way to the mansion 
of M de Tidsulle. This was situated, it appeared, m the 
Rue du Yieux-Colombier, m the immediate vicinity of the 
chamber hired by D’Artagnan , a oircumstance which ap- 
pealed to him to be a happy augury for the success of his 
journey 

Aftei which satisfied with the way m w'hicli he had 
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conducted himself at Meung, without remorse for the past, 
confident m the present, and full of hope for the future, he 
retired to bed, and slept the sleep of the brave 

At nine o'clock the next morning he rose in order to repair 
to the residence of the famous M de Treville, the third 
pcisonage m the kmgdom, accoiding to the estimation of 
his father 

[D'Artagnan ta received by M de Trevtlle, the captain of the 
Muiketeers, who form the chosen bodyguard of King Loms 
XIII , and are the deadly rivals of the guards of Cardinal 
Jlichelteu, Oie chief minister , but, having offended the three 
musheleera, Athos, Farlhos and Aramia, he is challenged by 
each in turn to a dud ] 


CHAPTER II 

D’ARTAGNAN ENTERS UPON HIS APPRENTICESHIP 

D’Ajitagnv>' was not acquainted with anybody in Pans 
He a cut, therefore, to his appointment with Athos mthout 
a second, detei mined to he satisfied with those his adversary 
should choose Besides, his mind was fixed on making the 
brave musketeer all suitable apologies, but without meanness 
or weakness, fearing that this duel would have the usual 
unfortunate result, when a young and vigoious man fights 
with an adversary who is wounded and enfeebled if con- 
quered, he doubles 'the triumph of his antagonist , if a con- 
quei OTf 'he is accused of foul nlav an d ohean en iirnwi’' 

Now, we must have drawn the ehai actor of oiii adventurer 
very clumsily if our readera have not alieady pciccived that 
D’Artagnan was by no means an ordmary man. Moreover, 
he possessed that invincible stock of resolution which the 
counsels of his father had implanted in his heart, and which 
were summed up m this sentence • “ Endure nothing from 
any one hut the king, the cardinal, and M de Ticville” 

D T 11 B 
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He flew, then, rather than talked, towards the monastery 
of the Cannes Desohau-r, a budding ivithout a flindow, 
surrounded by barren fields, which was gcneially employed 
as the place of meeting by men who had no time to lose 
IVhen D’Artagnan arrived in sight of the bare spot of 
ground which sti etched out at the base of the monastery, 
Athos had been waiting about five mmutes, and twelve 
o’clock was sinking Although still suSermg gnevously from 
his w'ound, ivhioh had been freshly dressed by M de Tr6ville’s 
surgeon, he was seated on a stone, awaiting his adversary 
with that placid countenance and that noble expression which 
novel forsook him Ac sight of D’Artagnan, he arose and 
politely camo a few steps to meet him The lattei, on his 
pait, saluted his adversary with hat in hand, the feather 
m it almost touching the ground 

“ Sir,” said Athos, “ I have engaged two of my fiiends as 
seconds, but they have not yet come, I am astomshed at 
then delay, as it is not their custom to be behindhand ” 

“ I have no seconds myself, sir,” said D’Artagnan . “ for, 
having reached Pans only yesterday, I know no one. as yet, 
except M de Treville, to whom I was recommended by my 
father, who has the honour to be, to some extent, a fiiend of 
his ” 

Athos reflected for an instant 
“ You know no one but M de Tieville ’ ” he asked 
“ No, sii , I know only him ” 

“ Well, well,” continued Athos, speaking partly to himself, 
“ well, well, if I kill you, I shall get the reputation of being 
a child niurderei ” 

“ Not entirely,” replied D’Artagnan, with a bow that was 
not deficient in dignity , “ not entirely, since you do me the 
honour to draw sword against me while suffenng from a 
wound which must trouble you very much ” 

“ Very much, upon my word, and you hurt me deucedly, 
I can tell you , but I will use the left hand — I usually do so 
under such circumstances Do not fancy, however, that I 
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favour you — I use both hands equally readily , it Mill even 
bo a disadvantage to yon , fighting a left-handed man is 
very troublesome to those who are not accustomed to it 
I legret I did not infoiin you sooner of this oircumstanoe ” 
“ You aie truly, sir,” said D’Artagnan, bowing again, “ very 
courteous, and I am, I assure you, extremely grateful ” 

“ You confuse me,” rephed Athos , “ I beg of you, let us 
talk of something else, unless it is displeasing to you Ah I 
Zounds I how you hurt me • My shoulder simply bums ' ” 

‘ If you would permit me — ” said D’Artagnan timidly 
“ What, air ? ” 

“ I have a miraculous balsam for Mounds — a balsam given 
to me by my mother, and I have alieady made tnal of it 
upon myself ” 

“ Well ? ” 

” Well, I am sure that in less than thiee days this balsam 
would cure you , and at the end of thiec days, Mheu you 
ate cured, — well, sir, it Mould still do me great honour to 
be youi man ” 

D’Artagnan spoke these Moids with a simphcity that did 
honour to his courtesy, m ithout casting the least doubt upon 
his courage. 

“ Egad, sir i ” said Athos, “ that’s a proposition M’hich 
pleases me , not that I accept it, but it ha s the tiue nng of 
a gentl eman So spoke the gallant knights of the time of 
fitlariemagne, in whom every knight ought to seek his model 
Unfortunately, we do not hve in the time of that gieat em- 
peror We live in the times of the cardinal, and three days 
hence, hoM'ever well the secret might be guarded, it nould 
be known that we were to fight, and our combat M'ould be 
foiestalled. Will these idlera never come ? ” 

“ If you are m a hurry, sir,” said D’Artagnan, with the 
same simphcity with which a moment before he had proposed 
to put oS the duel for three days, “ if you are in a hurry, 
and if it be your will to despatch me at once, do not incon- 
vemenee yourself, 1 beg of you.” 
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“ Well, that 13 again -n-ell said,” cried Athos, nodding 
graciously to D’Aitagnan , “ that chd not come fiom a man 
without brains, and certainly not fiom a man mthout a 
hcait Sir, I love men of joui rlisposition, and I foicsee 
plainly that, if we don’t kill each othei, I shall hcieaftei take 
leal pleasure in your company We will wait for these gentle- 
men, if you please , I have plenty of time, and it will be 
more coirect All ' here is one of them, I think ” 

In fact, at that moment they saw the gigantic form of 
Porthos approaching 

“ What I ” cried D’x\rtagnan, “ is your first second M 
Porthos ’ ” 

“ Yes. Does that displease you "> ” 

“ Oh, not at all ” 

‘ And here comes the other ” 

D’Artagnan turned in the direction pointed to by Athos, 
and peiceivod Araniis 

“ What I ” cued he, in a tone of greater astonishment than 
before, “ is your second witness M Aiamis ’ ” 

“ Ceitainly ho is Aio j'ou not aware that we are nevei 
seen one without the others, and that we are called in the 
muskctccis and the guaids, at court and in the city, Athos, 
Poithos, and Aiainis, oi the Three Inseparables ? And yet, 
as j ou come from Dax or Pan — ” 

“ Fiom Tarbes,” said B’Artagnan 

“ It IS probable you aic ignorant of this circumstance,” 
said Athos 

“ ’Pon my woid ' ” leplied D’Artagnaii, “ you are well 
named, gentlemen ” 

In the meantime Poithos had come up, waved his hand 
to Athos, and then turning towaids D’Artagnan stopped 
astomshed. 

“ Aha ' ” said he, “ what does this mean ? ” 

“ This IS the gentleman I am going to fight wnth,” said 
Athos, pointing to D’Artagnan with his hand, and salutmg 
him 
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“ Why, it IS -mth him I am also ifoing to fight,” said Porihos. 

‘ But not hefoio one o’elocL, ’ icplicd D’Artagnan 

‘ Well, and I also am going to fight m ith that gentleman,” 
said Aiainis, coming up in his tiiin 

“ But not till tMO o’clock, said D’Aitagiian with the same 
calmness 

“ By Jove ' this is a elcver fellon, ’ muimuicd Athos 

“ And now you are all asscinhlud, gentlemen,” said D’Artag 
nan, “ permit me to offer you my excuses ” 

At this ivord excuses a cloud passed ovci the blow of Athos, 
a haughty smile curled the lip of Poilhos and a shake of the 
head was the reply of Aiamis 

“ You do not undeistand me, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, 
lifting up his head, on which a lay of sunlight was playing at 
that moment, gilding its clear and bold outlines ‘ I ask to 
be excused in case I should not be able to dischaigo my' debt 
to all three , for M Athos has the light to kill me fiist, which 
must diminish eonsidoiably youi chances of payment, M 
Poithos, and renders youis almost worthless, M A'amis 
And now, gentlemen, I repeat, excuse me, but on that account 
only, and — on guard • ” 

At these woids, in the most gallant fashion conceivable 
D’Aitagnan drew his sivoid 

The blood had mounted to his head, and at that moment 
he would have diawn his swoid against all the musketeers 
in the kingdom as wilhngly' os he now did against Athos, 
Poithos, and Aiamis 

It was a quarter past twelve The sun was at its zemth, 
and the spot chosen for the duel was exposed to its full 
pow'ei 

“ It IB very hot,” said Athos, drawing his sword m his turn, 
“ and yet I cannot take off my doublet , for only just now I 
felt my wound begm to bleed again, and 1 should not hke to 
annoy the gentleman with the sight of blood which he has not 
drawn from me himself ” 

“ That IS tiTie, sir,” rephed D’Artagnan, “ and, whether 
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drawn by myself or another, I assure you I shall always view 
with 1 egret the blood of so breve a man , I will therefore 
fight in my doublet, as you do ” 

“ Come, come, enough of such compliments,” cned Porthos , 
“ please remember wo are waiting our turn ” 

‘ Speak for youisclf, when you feel hke uttering such 
incivilities,” interrupted Aiamis “ For myself, I think what 
thc 3 ' said was very well said, and quite worthy of two gentle- 
men ” 

“ When you please, sir,” said Athos, putting himself on 
guard 

“I was awaiting your order,” said D’Aitagnan, orossing 
Ewoids 

But scarcely had the two lapicra clashed together, when a 
company of the guards of his Eminence, commanded by 
M de Jussao, turned the corner of the convent 

“ The caidinal’s guards ' the caidinal’s guards I ” cned 
Aiamis and Poithos at the same time “ Sheathe swords, 
gentlemen * sheathe swords * *’ 

But it w as too late The two combatants had been seen m 
a position w Inch loft no doubt of their intentions 

“ Ha ^ cned Jussao, advancing towards them, and malung 
a sign to his men to do the same , “ ha, musketeers ' so you 
are fighting here, are vou ’ And what, I pray, has become 
of the edicts ’ ” 

“ You aie very generous, gentlemen of the guards,” said 
Athos, with aoiimony “ If we were to see you fighting, I can 
assure j'ou that we should make no attempt to prevent you 
Leave us alone, then, and you will enjoy a httle amusement 
without cost to youisclves” 

“ Gentlemen,’ said Jussac, “ I regret to say that that is 
impossible Duty before everythmg Sheathe your swords, 
if you please, and follow us ” 

“ Sir,” said Aramis, parodying Jussac, ” it would afford us 
great pleasure to accept your polite invitation, if it depended 
upon ouisehes , but unfortunately that is impossible : M. de 
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Tr6ville has foi bidden it So pass on your way , it is the best 
thing you can do ” 

This jesting cxaspeiated Jussao 

“ If you disobey,” said he, “ we mil charge you ” 

“ Theio are five of them,” said Athos, half aloud, “ and we 
are but three We shall be beaten again, and must die on the 
spot, for, I swear it, I wdl never appear before the captain as a 
conquered man ” 

Athos, Forthos, and Aramis instantly closed m, and Jussac 
drew up his soldiere 

This short interval was sufficient to detcimmc D’Aitagnan 
It was one of those events which decide the life of a man It 
was a choice between the king and the caidmal The choice 
once made, must he adhered to To fight w'as to disobey the 
law, to risk his head, to make at once an enemy of a mimster 
more powerful than the king himself , all this the young man 
perceived, and yet, to hia piuise be it said, he did not hesitate 
a second Turning towards Athos and his fiiends, — 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, “ allow me to collect your words, if 
you please You said you were but thiee, but it appears to 
me we are four ” 

“ But you aie not one of us,” said Forthos 

“ That’s true,” replied D’Artagnan , ” I do not wcai the 
uniform, but I am with you m spint My heait is that of a 
musketeer ” 

“ Withdraw, young man,” cried Jussac, who, by his 
gestures and the expression on his face, had doubtless guessed 
D’Artagnan’s design. “ You may letire, we allow you to do 
so Save your skin , begone qmckly ” 

D’Artagnan did not move 

“ You are a good fellow,” said Athos, pressing the young 
man’s hand. 

“ Come, come, decide one way or the other,” rephed 
Jussao. 

“ Well,” said Forthos to Aramis, “ we must do something.” 

“ You are very generous,” said Athos. 
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But all thico woic thinking of D’Ai-tagnan’s youth, and 
dieaded his inespeiiencc 

“ We should be only tliiec, one of nhom is wounded, and a 
mere boy,” resumed Athos, “ and yet they will say none the 
less that we neie four men ” 

“ Yes, but to yield ’ ” said Poithos 
“ That’s lathci difficult,” replied Athos 
D’Artagnan understood then hesitation 
Ti^ me, gentlemen,” said he, “ and I swear to you by my 
honoui that I will not go hence if we aie conquered ” 

‘ What IS your name, my biave fellow ’ ” said Athos 
“ D’Artagiian, sii ” 

“ Well, then ' Athos, Poithos, Aiamis, and D’Artagnan, 
foiwaid ' ” cued Athos 

‘ Conic, gentlemen, have 3 'ou made up your minds ? ” 
cned Juasao, for the third time 

“ It IS done, gontlomon,” said Athos 
“ And what do you moan to do ’ ” asked Jussao 
‘ We are about to have the honoui of chaiging you,” 
replied Aramis, lifting his hat w'lth one hand and diawiiig lus 
sword with the other 

“ Oh I you lesist, do j-ou > ” cued Jiissac 
“ Zounds I docs that astomsh loii ' ” 

And the nine combatants lUshcd at one another with a 
madness wluoh, how'cvei , did not exclude a certain amount of 
method 

Athos fixed upon Cahusac, a favourite of the cardinal’s 
Poithos had Bicaiat, and Aianiis found himself opposed to 
two adveisaiies, wdiilc D’Artagnan spiang at Jussao himself 
The licait of the j'oung Gascon beat as though it would 
buist, not from fear, — ^he had not a shadow of it, — but with 
emulation He fought hke a mad tiger, moving round and 
round his adversary, and changing his ground ajfd his guard 
twenty times Jussao was fond of the sword, and had had 
much practice , nevertheless, it required all his skill to defend 
himself against an advcisary who, active and energetic. 
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dcpa7-ted evciy instant fiom received lules, attacking him on 
all sides at once, and j'ct pairying hke a man ■nho had the 
gieatcst 1 aspect for his oiiTi skm 
This contest at length exhausted Jiissac’s patience Eun- 
ous at being held in check bj' one ■nhom he looked upon 
as a mere boy, he grew angry and began to make mistakes 
D’Artagnan, who, though wanting m piactice, had a piofound 
knowledge of the science, redoubled his agility Jussac, 
anxious to put an end to this, spnnging foiwaid, aimed a 
temble thiust at hifl adversary, but the lattei pained it , and, 
while Jussac was recovenng himself, glided like a scipent 
beneath his blade, and passed his swoid through liis body 
Jussac fell in a heap 

D’Artagnan then cast an anxious and lapid glance over the 
field of battle 

Aiamis had alieady killed one of his advcisaiies, but the 
other was pressing him waimly Kcicitliele's, Aiamis was 
in a good position, and still able to defend himself 

Bioaiat and Porthos had just made countci hits Porthos 
had icoeivcd a thrust tlixough his aim, and Bicaiat one 
thiough his thigh But neithci of the wounds was seiious, 
and they only fought the nioie sticnuously on that account 
Athos, wounded again by Cahusac was steadily gi owing 
palei , but did not give w ay a foot , he had only changed his 
swoid-hand, and was fighting with his left 

Accoiding to the law's of duclhng at that pciiod, D Aitag- 
nan was at liberty to assist the one he pleased While he w as 
tiying to find out which of his companions most needed his 
help, he caught a glance fiom Athos That glance was 
sublimely eloquent Athos would have died lathei than 
appeal fbr help , but he could look, and with that look ask 
assistance. D’Artagnan understood it ; with a temble 
hound, he sprang to the side of Cahusac, crymg 
“ To me, sir Guard ' or I will slay you i ” 

Cahusac turned. It was time, for Athos, whose great 
courage alone supported him, sank upon his knee. 
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" Zounds ! ” ciied he to D’Artagnan, “ do not kdl him, 
young man, I beg of j ou I have an old score to settle inth 
him, w hen I am healed and sound again Disarm him only — 
make sure of his sivord That’s it • that’s it * ivell done ' 
vciy well done * ” 

This exclamation was drawn fiom Athos by seeing the 
siioid of Cahusae fly twenty paces from him. D’Artagnan 
and Cahusae sprang forward at the same instant, the one to 
lecovei, the othei to obtain, the sword , but D’Aitagnan 
being the more active reached it first, and placed tus foot 
upon it 

Caliusao immediately ran to the guardsman whom Araniis 
had killed, seized his lapior, and returned towards D’Artagnan, 
but on his nay he met Athos, uho, during the momentaiy 
lelicf which D Artagnan had piocuied for him, had recovered 
his bicath, and who, foi fear that D’Aitagnan should kill his 
oun poisonal enemy, wished to resume the fight 

D Aitagnan perceived that it would bo disobliging Athos 
not to leave him alone , and m a few minutes Cahusae fell, 
uilli a snord-tliiust through his thioat 

At the same instant Aiamis placed his sword-point on the 
breast of his fallen enemy and compelled him to ask for 
mercy 

Only Poilhos and Bicarat remained Porthos was boasting 
meiiily, asking Bicarat what o’clock it was, and ofienng him 
his compliments upon his brothci having just obtained a 
company in the Xavairc legiment , but, joke as he might, 
he gained no adiantage — Bicarat was one of those iron men 
uJio ncvei fall dead 

Xcieithcless, it was necessary to put an end to the fight. 
The watch nught coinc up and take all the combatants, 
wounded oi not, royahsts or cardinalists Athos, Araims, 
and D’Artagnan surrounded Bicarat, and summoned him to 
sill lender Though alone, and with a wound in his thigh, 
Bicarat wished to hold out , but Jussac, who had risen upon 
his elbow, ciicd out to him to yield Bicarat was a Gascon, 



n ] D ARTAGNAN’S APPRENTICESHIP 27 

like D’Artagnan , he turned a deaf ear, and contented him- 
self uoth laughing 

“ There are four against you , leave off, I command 
you,” exclaimed Juaaac 

“ Ah I if you command me, that’s anothei tlung,” said 
Bicarat , “ you being my sergeant, it is my duty to obey ” 

And, springing backTrard, he bioke his si\oid across bis 
knee, to avoid the necessity of surrendenng it, threw the 
pieces over the convent wall, and crossed his aims, vhisthng 
a cardinalist air 

Bravciy is always respected, even in an enemy The 
musketeers saluted Bicarat with their snords, and letuined 
them to their sheaths D’Aitagnan did the same , then 
assisted by Bicarat, the only one left standmg, he bore Jussac, 
Cahusac, and that one of Aiamis’s adversaiics vho nas only 
wounded, under the porch of the convent The fouilh, as ne 
have said, uas dead They then lang the bell, and, caiiymg 
away four swords out of five, they took their load, intoxicated 
with joy, towards M de Tr^viUe’s mansion. 

They walked arm in arm, occupying the whole width of the 
street, and accosting eveiy niusketeei they met, so that it 
ended in a triumphal march The hcait of D’Aitagnan 
throbbed with wild dehght, ho nalked between Athos and 
Porthos, pressing them tenderly. 

“ If I am not yet a musketeer,” said he, to his new friends, 
as he passed through the gateway of M de Tieville’s mansion, 
“ at least I have entered upon my appienticeship, haven’t I ? ” 


CHAPTEK III 

HIS MAJESTY KING LOUIS XIH 

This affair made a great noise M, de Trdville scolded his 
musketeers in pubhc, and congratulated them in private , but 
as no time was to be lost in gaming the king, M de Treville 
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made all haste to the Loiivic But ho was too late , the king 
was closeted siith the caidmal, and JI do Ticville was infoiined 
that the lung nas biisj and could not receive him In the 
evening, M do Ticville iicnt to the king’s card-table The 
king vas ■niiinma, and as liis ILijesty was veiy avaricious he 
was in an excellent liiimo ir , thcicfore, perceiving M de 
Tieville at a distance, — 

“ Come Iieie, captain,’ he said, “ come here, that I may 
scold you Do you know that his Eimnenoe has just made 
flesh complaints against jour musketeers, and his feelings are 
so stilled that his Eminence is indisposed this evening "> Why, 
these musketeers of j’ouis aie very fiends — ^they deseive to be 
hanged • ” 

‘ Jyo, sue,” replied Tiexille, who saw at once xvhioh way 
things would turn, “ no, sue, on the contrary, they are good 
creatures, as meek as lambs, and have but one desire. I’ll be 
their w’airanty , and that is, that their swords may never 
leave thou scabbaids but ip your Majesty’s service But 
what aie they to do 7 The giiaids of the caidinal are 
forevci seeking quaiiels with them, and if only foi the 
honour of the coijis, the pool j’oiing men arc obliged to 
defend thcra»eh’cs ” 

“ Listen to M dc Trexillc,” said the king, “ listen to him ' 
one would think ho was speaking of a monastic community ' 
But don’t fancy, my deal captain, that I am going to take you 
on your baie word , I am called Louis the Just, Monsieur de 
Trevillc, and by and by wo shall see ” 

“ All ' it IS because I lely fully upon that justice that I shall 
w ait patientl j’ and cjiiietly j oui Majesty’s good pleasure ” 

“Wait, then, sir, wait,” said the lung, “I will not make 
you xvait long ” 

In fact, fortune changed, and as the king began to lose what 
he had won, he was not sorry to find an excuse for leavmg 
oil play. He rose a mmute later, and putting the money 
xvhich lay before him into his pocket, the major part of 
w'liich came from his winmngs, — 
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“ La VicuTilIc,” said he, “ take my place , I must speak to 
M de Trdvdle on an affair of importance.” Then turning 
towards M de Tievillo, and 'Balking -Bith him towards the 
embiasuie of a mndoii, — 

“Well, monsicui,” continued ho, “you say it -was his 
Eminence’s guaids B’ho sought a quaiiel mth j’oui musket- 
eers ? ” 

“ Yes, sire, as they alnais do ” 

“ And how did the thing hapjicn lot us lieai, foi you 
know, my dear captain, a judge must listen to both sides ” 

“ Good Lord ' in the most simple and natural manner 
possible Thiee of my best soldiers, whom youi Majesty 
knows by name, and whose devotion you have moic than once 
appreciated, and who have, I can assuie the king, his service 
much at heart, — three of my best soldicis, I say — Athos, 
Porthos, and Aiamis, — ^had made up a pleasuie paity with a 
young cadet from Gascony, whom I had introduced to them 
the same morning The patty was to take place at St Goi- 
main, I bebeve, and they had apixiintcd to meet at the Cannes 
Deschaux, w'hcn they were distuibcd by De Jussac, Cahusac, 
Bicaiat, and two othei guards, who certainly did not go tlioio 
in a body without the intention of doing something contiarj’ 
to the edicts ” 

“ Ah, ah I you incline me to think so,” said the king , 
“ theie IS no doubt they wont tliitlici "with the intention of 
fighting ” 

“ I do not accuse them, sire , but I leave your Majesty to 
judge what five armed men could possibly be going to do in 
such a rctiicd spot as the neighbouihood of the Convent dcs 
Caimes ” 

“ You aio right, Treville, you aie light ' ” 

“ Then, upon seemg my musketeers, they changed their 
nunds, and forgot then private hatred for their regimental 
feud , for your Majesty cannot be ignorant that the musketeers, 
who belong to the king, are the natural enemies of the guards, 
who belong to the cardmal.” 
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“ Yes, Treville • yes ' ” said the king, in a melancholy tone, 

“ and it 13 veiy sad, believe me, to see two parties m Fiance, 
tiTO heads to royalty. But all this will come to an end, TreviUe, 
will come to an end Yon say, then, that the guards sought 
a quarrel inth the musketeers * ” 

“ I say that it is piobablc that tlungs did happen thus, but 
I Mill not swear to it, sne You know how dihScult it is to 
discovei the tiuth , and unless a man be endowed with that 
admiiable instinct which causes Louis XIII to be termed the 
Just — ” 

‘ You aie right, Treville , b,!-!; your musketeers M'ere not 
alone, — they had a youth with them ’ ” 

'* Yes, sire, and one wounded man , so that three of the 
king’s musketeers — one of whom was Mounded — and a youth 
not only maintained their ground against five of the moat 
terrible of hia Emmenoe’s guards, but actually brought four 
of them to the earth ” 

‘ Why, this IS a victory • ” cned the kmg, glowing ivith 
delight, “ a complete victory ' ” 

“ Yes, sire ” 

“ Foul men, one of them wounded, and a youth, say j’ou 7 ” 

“ One scaioely a grown man , but who behaved himself 
so admirably on this occasion that I shall take the hberty of 
recommending him to yoai Majesty ” 

“ What IS his name ’ ” 

“ D’Artagnan, sire , he is the son of one of my oldest 
fi lends — the son of a man who served under your father of 
glorious memory, m the civil war ” 

“ And you say that this young man behaved himself well ’ 
Tell me how, De Tr^vilIc, — know how I dehght m accounts 
of Mar and fights.” 

And Loms XllI twirled his moustache proudly, end placed 
Ills h"nd upon his hip. 

“ Sire,” resumed Tr^viIle, “ as I told you, M d’Artagnan is 
httlc more than a hoy, and as he has not the honour of hemg a 
musketeer, he was dressed as a pnvate citizen , the guards of 
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the caidmal, percemrg hia youth, and that he did not belong 
to the corps, urged him to letirc before they made the attack ” 
“ So you may plainly sec, Trenlle,” mteiTupted the king, 
“ it lias they nho attacked "> '' 

“ That IS true, sue , theie can be no more doubt on that 
head They called upon him then to letire, but he answered 
that he was a musketeer at heart, entirely devoted to your 
Majesty, and that he would therefoie remain with the mus- 
keteers ” 

“ Brave young man ' ” muimured the king 
“Well, he did remain with them, and your Majesty has 
in him so stout a cliampion that it w'as he who gave Jussac 
the tcmble sword-thnist which has made the cardinal so 
angry ” 

“ He wounded Jussac • ” cned the king , “ he, a boy ' 
Tr6ville, that’s impossible • ” 

“ It 18 as I have the honoui to iclate it to your Majesty.” 

“ Jussac, one of the first swordsmen in the kingdom ? ” 

“ Well, sue, for once he found his master ” 

“ I should like to see this young man, Trfeville, — should 
hke to see him , and if anything can be done — well, we shall 
make it our business to do it ” 

“ When wiU your Majesty deign to receive him ’ ” 

“ To-morrow at mid-day, Tieville ” 

“ Shall I bnng him alone ? ” 

“ No , bi-ing me all four together , I wish to thank them all 
at once Devoted men are so rare, Tr6ville, we must reward 
devotion ” 

“ At twelve o’clock, sire, we shall be at the Louvre ” 

“ But by the back staircase, Treville, by the back staircase , 
it IS useless to let the cardinal know ” 

“ Yes, sire ” 

“ You understand, Treville ; an edict is still an edict — it is 
forbidden to fight, after all ” 

“ But this encounter, sire, is quite outside the ordinary con- 
ditions of a duel , it is a brawl, and the proof is that there 
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Here five of the caidinal’s guaida against my tliiee musketeei's 
and M d’Artagnan ” 

‘ That IS tiiie,” said the king , “ but ncvei imnd, Tievillo, 
come m any ca^ae by the back staiicasc ” 

Tieville smiled Hut as it was something to have prevailed 
upon this child to lebel against his master, he saluted the king 
irapcotfully, and, -with this undeistanding, took leave of lum 
That evening the three musketeers were informed of the 
lionoui wluch was m stoie for them As they had long been 
acquainted with the king, they weie not much excited by 
It, but D’Aitagnan, with his Gascon imagination, saw m it 
his futuie foitune, and passed the night in golden dreams 
As eaily as eight o’clock ho was at the dooi of Athos’s chamber 
D’Aitagnan found the muskcteei diessed and leady to go 
out As they oeie not to wait upon the king till twelve, 
he had made an appointment with Poithos and Aranus to play 
a game at tennis, m a tennis-court situated near the stables of 
the Luxembouig Athos invited D’Aitagnan to follow them 
Although ignoiant of the game, wluch ho had novel played, 
vet, not knowing what to do with himself till twelve o’clock, 
as it was then scaicely nine, he accepted the invitation 

The two inusketeeis weio alieadv theie, and woic playing 
logether Athos, w ho was veiy cxpeit in all bodily exercises, 
went ovei with D’Aitagnan to the opposite court, and chal- 
lenged them , bub at the fiist stroke he made, although he 
played with his left hand, he found that lus wound was yet 
too leccnt to allow of such cxeition D’Artagnan icmained, 
tlieiefoie, alone , and, as he dcclaied ho was too ignoiant of 
the game to play a match, they only continued giving balls 
to each other, without counting But one of these balls, 
launched by Porthos’s herculean hand, passed so close to 
D’Artagnan’s face that he thought if, instead of passing, 
it had hit him, it would have made his presentation before 
tlic king impossible Now, as m his Gascon imagmation^ 
ho thought that his whole future depended upon this audi- 
ence, he saluted Aramis and Poithos pohtely, declaring that 
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he ■would not resume tlie game until he was prepaied to play 
with them on moie equal teims , and he uent and took hia 
place in the gallery 

Unfortunately foi D’Aitagnan, among the siicctators was 
one of Ills Eminence’s guaids, who, stiU nutated by the defeat 
of his compamons, which had happened the da}’ before, had 
dcteiiiiincd to seize the first opjioituiiity of avenging it He 
believed this opportunity was now' come, and addressing his 
neighbour, — 

“ It IS not astonishing,” said he, “ that that young man 
should be afraid of a ball , no doubt he is a musketeer 
appi entice ” 

D’Aitagnan turned round as if a serpent had stung him, 
and fixed his eyes intently njion the guard w’ho had just made 
tins insolent speech 

“ Zounds ' ” icsumed the latter, twilling his moustache, 
“ look at me as long as j’ou hke, my little gentleman , what 1 
have said, I have said ” 

“ And since what you have said is too cleai to require any 
explanation,” replied D’Aitagnan, in a low voice, “ I beg you 
will follow me ” 

“ And when ’ ” asked the guard, in the same jeenng tone 

“ Immediately, if you please ” 

“ You know, I suppose, who I am ’ ” 

“ I I no, I assure you I do not know you , nor have I any 
desire to do so ” 

“ You le in the 'wrong there , for if you knew my name, 
perhaps you would not be in such a hurry ” 

“ What IS your name, then ’ ” 

“ Beinajoux, at your service ” 

“ Well, then. Monsieur Bemajoux,” said D’Artagnan, 
qmetly, “ I will wait for you at the door ” 

“ Go on, sir ; I wiU follow you.” 

, “ Do not show any hurry, sir, or we may he observed 

going out together , you must be aware that for what we 
have in hand company would be inconvement ” 

o 


DIM 
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‘ That’s tuio, ’ said, the guaid, astonished that Ins name 
had not produced nioie cfTccl iqion the j oung man 

Eienone had hcaid the name of Bernajoux , foi it uas 
one of those uliich figiiied most fieqnently in the dail}’ 
hiauls -nhicli all the edicts of the king and cardinal had not 
Icen able to icpiesa 

Poithos and Aianiis ucic so engaged \uth then game, and 
Athos u as M atching them so attcntivclv, that they did not even 
sec then young companion go out He stopped outside the 
dooi, ns ho had told his Eminence’s guaid he would do, and 
an instant latei the guaid followed him As D'Aitagnan had 
no time to lose, on account of Ins audience with the lung, 
which was fixed foi mid-day. he cast his eyes aiouiid, and 
seeing that the sticct was empty, — 

‘ Upon my woicl ' ” said he to his adversaij, ‘ it is fortu- 
nate foi you, although j oui name is Bemajoux, that you have 
only to deal with an appienticc muskcteei , but ncvei mind, 
bo satisfied that I will do iiiv best On guaid ' ’ 

“But,’ said he whom D’Aitagnan thus pi ovoked ‘ this 
place seems to me vei v ill-choscn Behind the Abl ey St. 
Gciniam oi in the Pic-aux-Cleies would be bettor " 

■ \\ hat jousai Is \ciy sensible,” replied D’Aitagiirii hut 
unfoitunatcly I haie iciy little time to spare, haiiiig an 
appointment at twelve piecisely On guaid, then, sii, on 
guaid ' ” 

Beinajoux was not a man to have such a compliment 
paid him twice In an instant his swoid glitteicd in his hand, 
and he sprang upon his adversary, whom, on account of his 
youth, ho hoped to intimidate 

But D’Aitagnan had on the pieccdmg day gone thiough 
his appienticeship, and was lesolved not to yield an inch 
Bo the two swords were crossed close to the hilts, and as 
D’Artagnan stood firm, it was his adveisaiy who made the 
retreating step , but D’Aitagnan seized the moment at 
w'hich, m this movement, the sw-oid of Bemajoux deviated 
fiom the line, he freed his weapon, made a lunge, and 
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touched Lis adversely on the shouldei D’Aitagnan imincdi- 
ately made a step hacki\aid& and laised Ins siioid, but 
Bomajoux eiicd out that it nas nothing, and i-ushmg hhndly 
upon him, spitted hinisclf upon D Aitagnan’s suord As, 
howevci, he did not fall, and as he did not dcelaie himself 
conquoiod, but only lusliod away touaids the mansion of M de 
Tremouille, m whose service he Lad a lelative, D’Artagiian 
was Ignorant of the senousness of the last uoiind liis adveisai v 
had received He folloiied Beiiiajoux clostly, and Mould no 
doubt soon have completed his uoik ivith a thud blou, 
uhen the noise Mhich aiose fiom the sticet being hcaid m 
the tennis-court, two friends of the giiaid, mIio had seen him 
go out after exchanging uoids with D’Aitagnan, lUshed, 
swoid ill hand, fioiii the court, and fell upon the conqueror 
But Athos, Poithos, and Aianiis quickly appealed in then 
turn, and the moment the two guaids attacked their young 
companion, diovo them back Beniajoux now fell, and as 
the guards wcic only two against foiii, thev began to ciy, 
‘ To the leseue • ” At these cues, all who wcio in the 
mansion of M de Ti6mouille rushed out falling upon the four 
companions, who ciicd out, “ To the icsc'.e musketeers ' ” 
This cry was usually heeded, foi the musketeers weic 
known to be enemies of the cardinal, aid wcie populai on 
that account Consequently the guards cf other companies, 
except tliose which belonged to his Eminence, generally 
took part with the king’s muskcteci's in these qiiaiiels 
Of the three guardsmen of M dcs Essarts’s company who 
w'cre passing, two came to the assistance of the foui eom- 
pamons, while the other ran to the mansion of M de Trevillc, 
cr3nng “ To the rescue ' Musketeers ' to the rescue l ’ 
This mansion was as usual full of soldiers of that coips, who 
hastened to the assistance of their comrades , the melee be- 
came general, but the advantage was on the side of the 
musketeeiB , the cardmal's guards and M. de la TiAmouille’s 
people retreated into the mansion, the doors of which they 
closed just m time to prevent their enemies from entering 
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with them The A\oundcd man had alieady been taken in 
in a veij' soiious condition 

Excitement ■na? at its height among the musketeeis and 
then allies, and they iveie alicady conbideimg nhcthei they 
should set fire to the mansion to punish the insolence of 
M dc la Tioinouille 3 domestics in danng to make a sortie 
uixm the king’s musketeers The pioposition had been made, 
and leccivcd uitli enthusiasm, vhen fortunately eleven 
o’clock stiTiek , D’Aitagnan and his companions lemembered 
then audience, and not desinng such an exploit to be pei- 
foiiiied 111 then absence, thev snecceded m quieting their 
companions The lattei contented themselves with hurling 
some iiaving-stones against the gates, but the gates weie too 
stiong , so they eventually gicti tiicd of the sport In the 
meantime the leadeis of the cnteipiise had quitted the 
gioup and were making their may towaids the mansion of 
M de Ti6ville, uho uas uaiting for them, having been 
alieady infoiiUcd of this ficsh distuibance 

“ Quick to the Louvie,” said he, “ to the Louvre uithout 
losing an instant, and lot us endeavoiu to sec the king before 
ho IS picjudioed by the caidinal, vo inll dcsciibe the thing 
to him as a consequence of jestei day’s quarrel, and the two 
V ill pass off together ” 

M de Tieville, accompanied by his four young men, diiected 
his courao towaids the Louvre , but to the gieat astonishment 
of the captain of the musketeeis, he was informed that the 
king had gone stag-hunting m the forest of St Germain 
M de Tieville lequired this mtclhgence to be lepeated to him 
tuicc, and each time his comjmmons saw his blow become 
daikei 

‘ Had his Majesty,” asked he, “ any intention of holding 
this hunting party yesterday ? ” 

“ No, your Exoellenoy,” rephed the valet, “ the master of 
the hounds came this mormng to inform him that lest mght he 
had started a stag He at first answered that he would not go, 
but could not icsist his love of sport, and set out after diimer ” 
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“ Has the king seen the caidinal ’ ” asked M dc Tievillc 
“ Most probably he has,” icplied the valet, ‘‘ foi 1 san the 
horses harnessed to lus Eminence’s caiiiagc this morning, and 
ivhenlasked wheie he was going, I was told ‘ to St Germain’ ’ 
“ He has gotten ahead ot us, ’ said M dc Tievillc “ Gen- 
tlemen, I ivill see the king this evemng , but 1 do not advise 
you to nsk doing so ” 

M de Treville recommended them each to retire to his 
apartment, and wait for news fiom him 

On entering lus mansion, M de Tievillc thought it would 
bo best for him to make the first complaint , so he sent one 
of his servants to M de la Tremouille with a lettei, in which he 
begged of him to eject the cardinal’s guards from his house, 
and to repnmand his people foi then audacity in making a 
aorlie against the lung’s musketeers But M de la Tremouille, 
already prejudiced by his esquire, who, as we know was a 
relative of Bemajoux, replied that it was neither foi M de 
Tieville nor the muskcleei's to complain, but lathei for him, 
whose people the musketeers had assaulted and w’hose mansion 
they had endeavoured to bum Now', as such an aigumeiit 
might last a long time, M de Ti grille thought of an expedient 
to terminate it quietly , and this was to go himself to M de la 
Tiemomlle 

So he repaired immediately to that nobleman’s mansion, 
and caused himself to be announced 

Tne two nobles saluted each other politely, for although there 
was no fiiendship between them, there was mutual esteem 
“ Sii I ” said M de Treville, “ we fancy that w o have each 
cause to complain of the other, and I liave come to endeavour 
to clear up tins misunderstanding ” 

‘‘ I have no objection,” leplied M do la Ti^nioinlle coldly, 
“ but I warn you that I have mqmred thoroughly into it, 
and all the fault hes with your musketeers ” 

“ You ore too just and reasonable a man, sir,” said De 
Tr4ville, “ not to accept the proposition I am about to make 
to you ” 
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“ Make it, sii I am listciims " 

“ How IS M Bcinajotiv, voiii csquiic's relative ’ ” 

“Why, sir, veiy ill indeed' Jn addition to the svord- 
thiiist in his aim, iiliich is not daiigeious, ho has received 
another light thioiicrh Ins lungs, of nhich the doctor speaks 
very unfavoniably ” 

“ But IS the bounded man conscious ’ ” 

“ Perfectly ” 

“ Can he apeak ’> ” 

“ Yes lie can apeak, but with difficulty ” 

“ Well, air, let us go to him , let us adjure him solemnly 
to speak the tiuth I Mill accept him as judge in his omii 
cause, sir, and Mill believe what he saj-s ” 

M de la Tieraomlle reflected foi an instant, then, as it was 
difficult to make a inbre reasonable pioposition, agiecd to it 
Both cntoiod the ohambot in nhich the wounded man lay 
The latter, on seeing these two noble loids cntei his loom, 
cndoavouiod to laiso liiinself up in his bed, but lie was too 
weak, and, exhausted by the elloit, he fell back again almost 
insensible 

M de la Tieinoiullo appioached him, and made him inhale 
some salts, which lestoied him to conseiousiicss Then M 
lie Tieville, uiiMilhng to bo accused of having influenced the 
Mounded man, icqucstcd M de la Tiemouille to question him 
himself 

What M de Tieville had foicsecii happened Placed be- 
tween life and death, as JBernajoux was, he made no attempt 
to conceal the truth , and he desciibcd to the two nobles the 
affaii exactly as it had taken place 

This was all that M de Tieville wanted , ho inslicd Berna- 
joux a speedy lecovciy, took leave of M de la Tiemouille 
letuined to his house, and immediately sent word to the four 
fi lends that he awaited then company at dinner. 

At the conclusion of dinnei, toward six o’clock, M. de 
Ti evillo announced that it was time to go to the Louvre , but as 
the hour of audience gi anted by his Majesty was past, instead 
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of asking foi admittance by the back stairs, he iiaitcd inth 
the four young men in the ante-chambei The king had not 
yet letiirned fiom hunting Our young men had been waiting 
baiely half an houi among the cioiid of courtiers, when all 
the doois Here tliioun open, and his Majestj uas announced 
At this announcement D’Aitagnan felt himself trembling 
all over The instant whieh was now appioaching would, 
m all piobabihty, decide his future life His ej'es, tlicicfoic, 
weie fixed in an agonized ga/e upon the dooi through uliich 
the kimi Mould pass 

Ixiuis XIII appeared, walking ahead of his /iiiilc , he Mas 
in hunting costume covered with dust, Meaiing laige boots, 
and had a Mhip m his hand At the first glance, D Artagnan 
peioeivcd that the king Mas in a bad humour 

This disposition, so plainly visible in his Majesty, did not 
prevent the couitieis fioin ranging themselves Mheie they 
could be seen by him as ho passed In lojal ante chambers, 
it 13 bettei to be looked uiion Mith an angiy cjo than not 
to be looked upon at all The three musketeers, therefore, 
did not hesitate to step fomaid, D’ Artagnan, on the con- 
tiaiy, icmamcd concealed bchmd them , but although the 
king kncM Athos, Poithos, and Aiaims peisonallj'. he passed 
in front of them ivithout speaking oi looking — ns if indeed he 
had novel set eyes upon them bcfoie As foi M de Tre villa, 
when the king’s glance fell for an instant upon him, he boie it 
Math such equanimity that it was the king who looked aMay , 
after Minch his Majesty entered his apartment, giumbhng 
“Matters go but badly,” said Athos, smiling, “and mo 
shall not bo made knights of the order tins time ” 

‘ Wait heie ten minutes,” said M do Tieville, “and if, 
at the expiration of that time, you do not see me come out, 
return to my house, for it will be useless for you to wait for me 
longer." 

The four young men waited ten minutes, a quarter of an 
hour, twenty minutes , and, seeing that M de Tr^ville did not 
return, M'ent away very uneasy in regard to the future. 
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M de Trevillo entered the king’s closet holdly, and found 
his Majesty in a very ill liumoui, seated in an ann-chan, 
beating his boot nnth the handle of his nhip This, howevei, 
did not picvent his asking, in the most unpcituibed manner, 
aftei his Majesty’s health. 

“ Bad, sir, — bad I I am bored ” 

‘ What I Your Majesty IS J^red ' Have you not had good 
hunting to-day ’ ” 

“ Good hunting, sii •' Upon my soul, eveiythmg 

degenerates , and I don’t know nhether it is the game that 
leaves no scent, oi the hounds that have no noses I shall 
bo obliged to give up hunting, as I have given up hanking 
All I I am an unfortunate king. Monsieur de Trenllo ' I had 
but one gerfalcon, and he died the da 3 ' before yestoidaj' ” 

“ Indeed, sue, I comprehend youi vexation perfectly , it is 
a misfortune, but I think you have still a good number of 
falcons, spai row-hanks, and tiercels” 

“And not a man to instruct them Falconers aie djung 
out , I know no one but myself nho is acquainted nith the 
noble art of venciy If I had only the time to tram pupils I 
but there is the caidinal always at hand, who docs not leave 
mo a moment’s repose , who talks to me pei-petually about 
Spain, about Austria, about England ' Ah ’ spealung of the 
cardinal. Monsieur de Tieville, I am vexed with you 

Tlus nas what M de Tr6ville nas naiting foi Ho knew 
the king of old, and ho know that all these complaints were 
but a picfacc, — a spur to cncouiage himself, — and that he had 
now come to his point at last 

“ And m what have I been so unfortunate as to displease 
your Majesty ’ ” asked M de Treville, feigning the most pro- 
found astonishment 

“ Is it thus you perform your office, sir ? " continued the 
king, without directly replying to De TiAviUe’s question , “ is 
it for this I appointed you captam of my musketeers, that 
they should assassinate a man, disturb a whole quarter, and 
endeavour to set fire to Fans, without your saying a woid ? 
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But yet,” continued the king, “ no doubt I am too hasty m 
accusing you , no doubt the iioters aie in prison, and you 
come to teU me justice is done ” 

“ Sire,” replied M de Tienlle, calm] 5 ', “ on the contrary I 
come to demand it of }’ou ” 

“ And against ■whom, piay ” cned the king 
“ Against calumniatoi-s,” said M de Tieville 
“ Ah I this IS something new,” lephed the king ‘ Aio 
you going to tell me that your three musketeei-s, Athos, 
PorthoB, and Aramis, and your cadet fiom B^m, did not 
fall, hke funea, upon poor Bemajoux, and did not maltreat 
him m such a fashion that probably by this time ho is at the 
pomt of death ’ Are you going to tell me that they did not 
lay siege to the mansion of the Due de la Tremouille, and that 
they did not endeavour to bum it ’ — ^Tell me, now, can you 
deny all this ’ ” 

“ And who has told you this fine story, sue ’ ” asked De 
Tiiville, quietly 

“ Who has told me this fine story sir ’ AVho should it be 
but he who watches while I sleep, who labours uhile I amuse 
myself, who directs cveiything at home and abroad — in 
Europe as well as in Prance ’ ” 

“ Your Majesty must be speaking of God inthout doubt,” 
said M de Treville , “ for I know no one but God who can be 
so far above your Majesty ” 

“ No, sir , I speak of the prop of the state — of my only 
servant — of my only fnend — of the cardinal ” 

“ His Eminence is not his Hohness, sue ” 

“ What do you mean by that, sir ’ ” 

“ That it IS the Poxie alone who is infallible, and that this 
mfalhbihty does not extend to the cardinals ’ 

“ You mean that he deceives me — ^you mean that he be- 
trays me ? You accuse him, then 7 Come, speak, confess 
frankly that you accuse him ' ” 

“ No, sire , but I say that he himself is deceived , Isay that 
he 18 ill informed, I say that he has hastily accused your 



42 THE THREE MUSKETEERS [CH 

Majesty s muskctoeia, towai'ls ^AIlonl he is unjust, and that 
he lias not obtained liis infoimalion fioin sood sources ” 

The accusation comes fioni M do la Tiemouille — from 
tlie duke himself hat do jou ansuei to that ’ ” 

I might aiisuei, sue, that he is too deeply interested in 
the cpiestion to be a vei y impailial -nitness , but far fiom that, 
sue, I know the duke to be a lo^al gentleman, and I refer the 
mattci to him, — ^but upon one conchtiou, sue ” 

What IS that ’ ” 

‘ It IS that your Majesty will make him come here, mil 
question him yomself, face to face, without mtnesscs, and 
that I shall sec j'our Majest3’ as soon as j’ou shall have seen 
the duke ” 

What I and jou i\ill be bound,” cned the long, “by 
n hat M de la Tremouille mil say ’ ” 

Yes, sire ” 

You will abide by hia judgment ’ ’ 

Ceitainly — I will ” 

And j-ou mil submit to the leparation he may lequire ’ ” 
Ceitainly ” 

La Cliesnaj-e,” cued the king, “ La Chesnayc ' ” 

Louis \1II ’s confidential valet, uho never left the door, 
enteied in aiisuci to the summons 

‘ La Chesnaye,” said the kmg, ‘ let some one go instantly 
and find M de la Tiemouille , I msh to speak mth him this 
evening ’ 

Your Majesty gives mo youi sioid that you mil not see 
anv one aftei M de la Tiemomlle until you see me ’ ” 
Nobody — on the u ord of a gentleman " 

To-moiiow then, sue ’ ” 

To-moriow, sir ” 

‘ At what o’clock may it please your Majesty ? ” 

At whatsoever time you like ” 

‘ But I should be afraid of awakening your Majesty, if I 
came too eaily ” 

‘ Auaken me ' Do j-ou think I ever sleep ? I no longer 
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sleep, sir I sometimes clieam, that’s all Come, then, as 
eailv as you like — at seven o’clock, but beiiaie, if your 
musketeers arc guilty ” 

‘ If my iiiiisketeen aic guilti, sue, the guilty shall be 
placed 111 join Maje^ts’s hand--, and you can dispose of them 
at youi good pleasuie Does y'our Majesty lequiio an3dhing 
further Speak, I am leady to obcj’ ” 

“ No, sii, no To-morrow, then, sii, — to-moriow ” 

“Till then, God preserve join Majeslj ’’ 

Ho\i evei jiooily the king might sleep, M de Tr^ville slept 
still iiorac, he had oideicd Ins tliicc miisketceis and then 
companion to be inth him at half-past siv in the morning 
He took them with him, ciithont assunng them oi promising 
them ail} thing, and snthout concealing fiom them that then 
favom, and even his oi\n, depended upon a single throw of the 
dice 

Mhen they had i cached the foot of the back staiis, he 
desiicd them to nait If the king nas still nutated against 
them, they should depart Mithout being seen , if the king 
consented to see them, they -noiild onlj' ha\ e to be called 
On ai living at the kings piivate ante oliambci, M de 
Tieville found La Chesiiate, iilio informed him that they had 
not been able to find M de la Tiemoiiille on the pieceding 
evening at Ins house, that he had come in too late to piescnt 
himself at the Loiivie, that he had only just appealed, and 
that he nas then with the king 

This neiis was very agiecablc to M de Tievillc, as he thus 
became certain that no suggestion hostile to himself was 
hkcly to icacli the king’s ear aftei M de la Tiemouille had 
made his deposition 

In fact, ten imnutcs had scarcely passed before the dooi of 
the king’s closet opened, and M. de Tieville saw M de la 
Tremouille come out , the duke came straight up to him and 
said 

“ M de Treville, his Majesty has just sent for me to inquire 
about the events which took place yesterday at my house 
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I have told him the tiiith, that is to say, that the fault lay 
with my people, and that I was ready to offer you my excuses 
foi them Since I have the good fortune to meet jou, I beg 
you to receive them, and to considei mo always as one of youi 
fnends ’ 

‘ Duke ’ said M de Ticville, “I was so confident of your 
lojalty that I did not msh an 5 - but you to defend me befoie 
hio Majcstj I find that 1 have not been mistaken, and I am 
giatified to think that there is still one man iii Fiance of 
whom it IS possible to say, without being mistaken, what I 
have said of jou ” 

“ That’s well said,’’ said the king, who had heard all 
these compliments through the open door , “ only tell him, 
TreviUe since he wishes to be consideicd as youi fiiend. that 
I al'O wish to be one of his, but he neglects me , that it is 
nearly three yeara since I have seen him, and that I never do 
sec lum unless I send foi him Tell him all this foi me, foi 
these aic things wluch a king cannot say himself ” 

" Thanks, sire, thanks,’ said M de la Trdmouille , “ but 
lOur Majesty may be assured that it is not those — T do not 
speak of M do Tidvillc — ^that it is not those whom youi 
Jlajestv sees at all hours of the day w ho are the most devoted 
to 3 'oii ’ 

“ Ah ' j'ou heard what I said ’ so much the better, duke, 
so much the bettor," said the king, advancing to the door 
“ All * that’s J'OU, Tievillc Wheie aie j'our musketeers ’ 
1 told J'OU the day before yesterday to bnng them with j'ou — 
whj’ have you not done so ? ’’ 

‘ They are below, sue, and with your permission La 
Chesnaj’e will toll them to come up ’’ 

“ Yes, yes, let them come up immediately , it is nearly 
eight o’clock, and at rune I expect a visit. Go, duke, and 
come agam, I beg of you Come in, Trdville ’’ 

The duke bowed and retired At the moment he opened 
the door the three musketeers and D’Artagnan, led by La 
Chesnaj'e, appeared at the top of the staircase 
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“ Come in, my braves,” said the king, “ come in , I have a 
scolding for you ” 

The musketeers advanced, houing, D'Artagnan following 
closely behind them 

“ hat IS this I hear ’ ” continued the king, “ seven of his 
Emmeneo’s guaids disabled by you foui in two days ' That’s 
too many, gentlemen, too many • If you go on so. Ins Emin- 
ence ivill be obliged to lonew his comiiaiij' in thiec ■ueeks, and 
I to enforce the edicts to their fullest extent One, now and 
then, I have no objection to , but seven in two days, I lepeat, 
it IS too many, it is fai too many ' ” 

“Therefoie, sire, your Majesty secs that they aie come 
qiute contrite and lepentant to offei you then excuses ” 

“ Quite contiito and repentant ' Hem ' ” said the king, “ I 
place no confidence in their hypocntical faces , m particular, 
there is one j ondci inth a Gascon face Come here, sn ” 
D’Artagnan, who understood that it was to him this 
compliment was addressed, appioached, assuming a most 
despondent air 

“ Why, you told me he was a young man ’ This is a boy, 
Ti6ville, a nicic boy ' Do you mean to say that it was he 
who gave Jussac that severe thrust ’ ” 

‘ And those two equally fine thrusts to Bernajoux ” 

“ Astonishing ' ” 

“ Without leckomng,” said Athos, “ that if he had not 
rescued me fiom the hands of Cahusac, I should not now 
have the honoui of makmg my very humble reverence to your 
Majesty ” 

“ Wliy this B^rnais is a veiy fiend ' But Gascons are 
always poor, arc they not ? ” 

“ Sire, I must say that they have not yet discovered any 
gold mmes m their mountains , though that miracle is no 
more than they deserve for the manner in which they sup- 
ported the claims of the kmg, your father ” 

“ Which means, that the Gascons made a kmg of me my- 
self, seeing that I am my father’s son, does it not, Tr^ville 7 



46 • THE THREE HHSKETEERS [cn 

'Well, in {rood faitli, I don 1 sav nay to it La Chcsnaye, go 
and see if, by i imiiiiagiiig all mv {xickets, you can find forty 
pistoles , and if jou fiivl them bung them to me And noiv, 
let ns hcai, lonng man ho\i all this came about ” 

D’Aitagnan theieiipon lelatcd the adventure of the incced- 
ing day in all its details 

‘ This IS all veij- ssell,” niuimuicd the king , “ yes, this is 
just the account the duke dc la Tiemouillc gave me of the 
alfaii Pool cardinal ' seven men in two days, and those of 
his veiy best ' but that’s quite enough, gentlemen , please to 
undcistand, that’s enough you have taken youi ie\cnge, 
and even exceeded it , voii ought to bo satisfied ” 

‘ If joui Majesty is,” said Tievillc, ‘ ne aie ” 

' Oh, 3CS, I am, ’ added the king, taking a handful of gold 
fiom La Chesnayc, and putting it into the hand of D’ Ai tagnan. 
Hcie,” said he, is a pioof of my satisfaction ” 

At tlus period, the ideas of pride nJiich me m fashion m 
oui daj’s did not pievail A gentleman leceived money 
diicctlj' flora the king’s hand and iias not in the least huraili- 
atod D’Ai tagnan put liis forty pistoles into his pocket 
Mithout anj- sciuplo , on the contiaij' ho tluinked his Majesty 
most Iieartilj’ 

■ Tlicie, ’ said the king, loolung at a clock, ‘ theie, now, as 
It IS half past eight, you may ictiic , for, as I told j'ou, I 
expect some one at nine Thanks foi j'our devotion, gentle- 
men I may continue to relj* upon it, maj’ I not ’ ” 

‘ Oh, sii '> ” ciicd the four companions nith one voice, “ we 
Mould allow oui selves to be cut to pieces m j’oui Majcstj'’s 
sei \ ICC 

tVcll, Mcll, but keep nhole , that will be bettei, and you 
Mill be nioie useful to me Tieville,” added the king, in a 
loM voice, as the others M'ere letinng, “ as j'ou have no 
room m youi musketeers, and as we have decided that an 
apprenticeship is necessary before entenng that corps, put 
this j'oiing man m the company of guards commanded by 
j’oui biothci-in-laM , M des Essarts Ah ' Zounds ' I enjoy 
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already the face the caidmal 11111 make, he mil bo furious J 
but I don’t caie , 1 am doing 111101 is light ” 

And the king navcd his hand to Tievillc, nho left liiiii and 
lejoined the iiiusketeeis, nlioiii he found shaiiiig the foity 
pistoles with D’Artagnan 

And the cardinal, as his Majesty had said, was fuiious so 
funous that foi a whole week he absented himself fiom the 
king’s eard-table 

{P'Artagnan is appointed by the king to M des Essarla e 
guards and not to the musketeers Ihs landlord M Bonacieux 
informs him that Madame Bonacieiix has been kidnapjied by 
the unknown man of Meung, at the instigation of the cardinal, 
as an accomplice in a loie intrigue between the Queen and the 
English Duke of Buckingham D'Artagnan iineipectedly sees 
the man of Meung in the street and giies chase ] 


CHAPTER IV 

D’ARTAGKAN'S CHARACTER UNFOLDS 

As Athos and Foithos had foi-seen, at the expiiation of half 
an houi D'Artagnan letuined He had once again missed 
the man of Meung, who had disappeaied as if by enchant- 
ment D’Artagnan had run, sw'ord in hand, through all 
the neighbouring sticcts, but had found nobody ie=cmbhng 
the peiBon he was looking for Then at last he came back 
to the point where he should perhaps have started, which 
was the dooi against which the unknown was leaning At 
this he knoeked ten 01 twelve times lunnmg, but quite 
uselessly, for no one answered, and some of the neighbours, 
who had put their heads out of their windows, or weie 
biought to their doors by the noise, assured him that the 
house, all the doors and windows of which were tightly 
closed, had been entirely uninhabited foi* six months 
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, While D’Artagnan 11 as miming thiough the streets and 
knocking at doors, Aianiia had joined his companions, so that 
on letuimng home D’Artagnan found his thice fiiciids 
togethci 

‘ \\ ell ’ ” oiled the thiee imisketeere, on seeing D’Aitagnan 
entei Mith his biow coveied with peispiiation and his face 
clouded with angei 

‘ Well I ” cued he, thiownng his swoid upon the bed, 

‘ this man must be the fiend in peison — ^hc has vamshed like 
a ghost ” 

“ Do you beheve in ghosts ’ ” asked Athos of Porthos 
“ I never believe m anything I have not seen, and as I 
never have seen a ghost, I don’t lichcvc m them ” 

“ At all events, man 01 fiend, body or shadow, illusion 
01 reality, this man was bom to be my lum, for his flight 
has made us miss a glorious adventuie, gentlemen, an adven- 
tuie by which theie weio a bundled pistoles, and pcibaps 
moie, to bo gained ” 

‘ How IS that ’ ” cued Poithos and Aramis in a bicath 
Athos, pieseiving his usual silence, contented himself with 
questioning D’Ai-tagnan by a look 

‘ Planohct,” said D’Artagnan, to his domestic, who just 
then pushed his head thiough the half-open dooi in order to 
catch some fragments of the conversation, “ go down to my 
landloid, M Bonacieux, and tell him to send me half a 
dozen bottles of the Beaugency wine that I hke ” 

‘ Aha ' so you have full credit with your landlord, have 
you ’ ” asked Porthos 

Yes, ’ leplied D’Artagnan, “ from this very day , and if 
his wine is bad, wo will send to him for better ” 

I always said that D’Artagnan had the longest head of the 
four,” said Athos, who, after havmg uttered this opimon, to 
which D’Artagnan rephed with a bow, immediately resumed 
his habitual silence. 

“ But come, tell us what is at the bottom of all this ? ” 
asked Porthos 



IV ] D ARTAGXAX S CHARACTER UNFOLDS 


49 


“ Yes," said Aramis, ‘ confide it to us, my dear fiiend, un- 
less the honour of some lady be concerned in this confidence , 
m that case you had better keep it to yourself ” 

“ Be reassuied,” icpUed D’Aitagnan , “ no one’s honour is 
likel}’ to suffei fiom iihat I have to tell you ’’ 

He then told his fiiends, -word for word, all that had passed 
between him and his landlord, and how the man ivho had 
cai lied off the wife of his worthy landlord, the queen’s seam- 
stress, was the same with whom he had had a diffeience at 
the hostelry of the Jolly Miller 

“ Your adventure is not a bad one,” said Athos, after 
having tasted the wine like a connoisseur, and indicated by a 
nod of his head that he thought it good, “ and fifty or sixty 
pistoles may be got out of this good man Now, the only 
thing to consider is whethei these fifty or sixty pistoles aie 
■worth the risk of four heads ” 

“ But please to obsoive,” cued D’Aitagnan, “ that theie is 
a ■noinan in the affau, a ■nonian earned off, a voiiian nho is 
threatened, tortured perhaps, and all because she is faithful to 
her mistiess ” 

“ Beware, D’Artagnan, beware,’’ said Aiamis , “ you giov 
a little too ■warm, in my opinion, about the fate of Madame 
Bonacicux ” 

“ It IS not Madame Boiiacieux about vhom I am anxious.” 
cned D’Artagnan, ‘ but the queen, u horn the king abandons, 
whom the caidinal peisecutes, and who sees the heads of all 
her fnends fall one after the othei ” 

“ Why does she love what we hate most in the noild, the 
SpamaiJs and the English ’ ” 

“ Spain IS hei country,” replied D’Artagiinn , “ and it is very 
natural that she should love the Spamsh, who are childi en of the 
same sod as herself As to the second reproach, I have heard 
it said that she does not love the English, but an Enghshman ” 
“ Well, by my faith ' ” said Athos, ‘ we must confess that 
this Enghshman is worthy of being loved I nevei saw a 
man with a nobler beanng ” 

DIM D 
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‘ Besides, the Hukc nf Buckingham dresses as nobody else 
can,” said rortlio". ‘ I m as at the Louvre the da v he scattered 
his pcails , and, zounds ' I picked up tuo that I sold for ten 
pistoles each ” 

‘ And did youi landloid,” asked Athos, “ tell you, 
DAitagnan, that the queen thought that Buckingham had 
been brou"ht ovci to Fiance by a forged letter ’ ” 

‘ She IS afiaid so 
‘ Wait a minute,” said Aiamis 
“ What foi ’ ” demanded Poithos 
‘ Go on I am tijung to lecall some circumstances ” 

‘ And now T am coni meed,” said D’Artagnan, ‘ that this 
abduction of the c^ucen’s scamstiess is connected Mith the 
events of uliich ue aie speaking, and peihaps with tho 
presence of tho Duke of Buckingham in Pans ” 

“ The Gascon is full of ideas,” said Porthos, with admiiation 
“ I like to lieai him talk, ’ said Athos , “ his dialect amuses 
mo ” 

“ Gentlemen,” cued Aiamis, “ hsten to this ” 

‘ Listen to Aiamis, ’ said his three fnends 
“ Yesleiday I was at the house of a learned doctor of 
theology whom I sometimes consult about my studies ” 
Athos smiled 

‘ He lesidcs in a quiet quarter,” continued Aramis , “ his 
taste, and his profession lequire it Now, at the moment that 
I left his house — ■” 

Hcie Aiamis stopped 

“ Well,” cned his auditors , “ at the moment you left his 
house ’ ’ 

‘ 'This doctor has a niece,” continued Araniis, with con- 
sider able hesitation 

“ A niece ' has he ? ” mtemipted Porthos. 

“ This mece,” resumed Aiamis, “ comes sometimes to see 
hei uncle , and happened to be there yesterday at the same 
time that I was, and I could do no less than ofier to conduct 
hei to hci carnage ” 



IV ] D ARTAGNAN S CHARACTER UNFOLDS 


51 


“ Oh ' oh ' Then this niece of the doctor’s keeps a carnage, 
does she “> ” interiuptcd Poithos 

“ Poithos,’ replied Aiainis ‘ I have already had occasion 
to observe to you, moie than once, that you are very mdis- 
creet ” 

“ Gentlemen, gentlemen,” ciied D’Aitagnan, nho began to 
catch a glimpse of the outcome of the adventme, “ the matter 
IS senous , tiy if possible, not to joke Go on, Aiaiiiis, go 
on ” 

“ All at once a tall, daik man, with the manner of a gentle- 
man — the same style as yoiiis, eh ’ D’Artagnan ” 

“ The same, perhaps,” said he 

“ Possibly,” continued Aiaims — “ came towaids me accom- 
panied by five or six men, who followed at about ten paces 
behind him , and, in the iiohtest tone, * Duke,’ said he to me, 
‘ and you, madamc,’ continued he, addressing the lady, who 
had hold of my arm — 

“ The doctor’s niece ’ ” 

“ Hold your tongue, Porthos,” said Athos , “ you aie insup- 
portable ” 

“■ ‘ Be so kind as to get mto this carnage, without ofienng 
the slightest resistance, or malang the least noise ’ ” 

“ He took you for Buckingham ' ” cned D’Artagnan. 

“ I believe so,” replied Arainis 
“ But the lady ? ” asked Porthos 
“ He took her for the queen ' ” said D’Artagnan 
“ Just so,” replied Aramis 

“ The Gascon is the fiend himself ' ” cned Athos , “ nothing 
escapes him ” 

“ Of course,” said Porthos, “ Aramis is of the same height 
and something of the foim of the handsome duke , but still 
it appears to me that the uniform of a musketeer — ” 

“ I wore a very large cloak,” said Aramis. 

“ Well,” said Porthos, “ I can understand that the spy may 
have been deceived by your figure , but your face — ” 

“ I had a very large hat on,” said Aramis. 
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“ Oh ' ho ' ” cncd Poithos, “ vhat a lot of precautions m 
Older to study theology ' ” 

“ Gentlemen, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, “ do not let 
us lose our time in jesting , let us separate, and let us seek 
the landloid’s nife , theie lies the key to the intrigue ” 

‘ A noman in such a humble position ' do you beheve it, 
D’Aitagnan ’ ” said Porthos, contemptuously 

“ She IS goddaughter to La Poite, the confidential valet of 
the queen Have I not told you so, gentlemen ’ Besides, it 
IS probable that her Majesty intentionally sought, on this 
occasion, such hiiniblc support Lofty heads can be seen 
fioin a distance , and the caidinal is fai -sighted ” 

“ Well,” said Porthos, “ m the first place make a bargain 
mth the landlord , and a good baigain, too ” 

“ That’s useless,” said D’Artagnan , “ for I beheve if he 
does not pay us, we shall be well enough paid by another 
party” 

At this moment a sudden noise of footsteps was heard 
upon the staiis, the door was thrown violently open, and the 
unfoitunate landlord lushed into the chamber m wlucli the 
council was being held 

“ Save me * gentlemen ' save me ' ’ cned he “ There are 
four men come to ancst me , save me ' for the love of heaven, 
sai e me ' ” 

Poithos and Aiainis rose 

‘ One moment,” oiied D’Aitagnan, making them a sign to 
leplacc their half-drawn swoids , “ one moment , on this 
occasion we don’t need courage, w’e need prudence” 

‘ And jet,” ciicd Porthos, “ we will not leave — ’ 

‘ You will lot D’Artagnan act as he thinks proper,” said 
Athos , “ he has, I repeat, the longest head of us all, and 
foi my pait I dcelaie I obey him. Do as you think best, 
D’Artagnan ” 

At this moment the four guards appeared at the door of the 
antcchanibci, but seeing four musketeers standing with 
sw’ords at their sides, they hesitated to advance farther 
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“ Come in, gentlemen, come m , this is my apartment, and 
(ve are all faithful seivants of the king and the cardinal ” 

‘ Then, gentlemen, you Mill not oppose our executing the 
orders we have icceived ’ ” asked he Mho appeared to be the 
leadei of the party 

“ On the contrary, gentlemen, we m oiild assist you if it 
were necessaiy ” 

‘ What 13 he saying ’ ” grumbled Poitlios 

“ That you aie a simpleton, ’ said Atlios , “ hold your 
tongue ” 

“ But you promised me,” said the pool landloid, in a very 
low voice 

‘ We can save you only by being free ourselves," rephed 
D’Aitagnan, in a low and huiiied tone, “ and if we show 
ourselves ready to defend yon, they will aiicst us with you ” 
It seems to me, all the same — ” 

“ Come in, gentlemen ’ come m ' ’’ called out D’Aitagnan , 
“ I have no motive for defending the gentleman I saw him 
to-day for the first time, and he can tell you the ciicumstanccs 
he came to demand the lent of my lodging Is not that tiue, 
M Bonacieux ’ Answer” 

“• Tliat’s the very tiuth,” ciied the landlord, “ but the 
gentleman does not tell 3'ou — ” 

“ Silence about me ' silence about my fnends ' above all, 
silence about the queen, or you mU rum ei crybody without 
saving yourself,” whispeied D’Aitagnan ‘ Xow, gentle- 
men, come, take away this man ' ” 

And D’Artagnan poshed the half-stupefied landloid among 
the guards, saying to him 

“ You are a miseily old lascal ' — ^you come to demand 
money of me ' of a musketeer > — to prison with him , gentle- 
men, take him to prison, 1 say, and keep him locked up as 
long as possible — that will give me time to pay him ” 

The officers were full of thanks, and took away their prey. 

Just as they were going down, D’Artagnan laid his hand on 
their leader’s shoulder. 
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“ Shall I not have the pleasnre of dunking your health, and 
you mine ’ ” said D’Aitagiian, filling two glasses with tlie 
Bcaugenc}’ w me w Inch he had obtained thiough the generosity 
of M Bonacicux 

‘ It will be a gicat honour,” said the chief of the officers, 

‘ and I accept with giatitudc ” 

‘ Then to yours, sii, — what is your name ’ ” 

“ Boisienaid ” 

“ Monsicui Boisrenard ' ” 

“ To youis, my good an, — ^it is now your turn to acquaint 
me w ith y oui name if you please ’ ” 

“ D’Aitagnaii ” 

“ To youis, Monsieur D’Aitagnan ” 

“ And above all otheis,” cned B’Aitagnan, as if earned 
away by Ins enthusiasm, ‘ to that of the king and the cardinal ” 
The chief of the offiocis would perhaps have doubted the 
sincciity of B’Artagnan if the wine had been bad , but the 
wine was good, and he was convinced 

' Why, what Mllainy have you been up to now," said 
Poithos, when the chief of the jiohce had lejoined Ins coiii- 
pamons and the four fnends weio left alone ‘ Shame ' 
shame ' foi foui iiiusketccis to allow an unfortunate wictch 
who ciicd out foi help to be airestcd in then midst And a 
gentleman to hob-nob with a bailiff ' ” 

‘ Porthos,” said Aiamis, ‘ Athos has already told you you 
aie a simpleton, and I am quite of his opinion D'Aitagnan, 
lou aie a great man, and when you occupy M do Tiiville’s 
place, I will come and ask your influence to secure mo an 
abbey ” 

‘ Well ' I am quite at a loss ' ” said Porthos , ‘ do you 
approve of what D’Aitagnan has just done ’ ” 

‘ Zounds ' of course I do ' ” said Athos, “ I not only 
approve of what he has done, but I congratulate him upon it " 
‘ And now', gentlemen,” said D’Aitagnan, wnthout stopping 
to explain his conduct to Porthos, “ all for one, one for all, 
that IS oui motto, is it not ’ ” 
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“ And 3'et — ” said Porthos 

‘ Hold out j'oui hand and swear ' ” cned Athos and Aramis 
at the same time 

Oveicome bj- example, giumbhns to himself, Porthos 
stretehcd out his hand, and the foui fiiends icpeated int^ one 
voice the foiniula dictated by D’Aitagnan 

“ All foi one, one foi all ” 

“ That’s uell ' Now let every one letiie to his own house,” 
said D’Aitagnan, as if he had done nothing but command all 
his hfe , and lemember ' from this moment w c aie at war with 
the caidmal ” 

[D' Arlagnaii rescues Madame Bouacieuv, and again metis 
her itith the Duke of Buckingham, whom she ts conducting to a 
secret inieniew iviih the queen The cardinal is informed of 
this interiiew, and that the queen has gnen the dule tiielie 
diamond studs which have been a recent present to her from the 
king He sends Miladij, one of his spies, to London to steal 
two of the studs, and persuades the king to give a great ball 
and to request the queen to appear at (he dance wearing the 
diamond ti'ids Madame Bonacieux gives D’Artagnan a ring 
from the queen, and charges him with the mission of warning 
the dule and of bringing bad the studs in time for the ball ] 


CHAPTER V 

THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN 

D’Abtagnan went straight to M de Tievillo’s mansion. He 
believed that in a few minutes the caidmal would be warned 
of what liad passed between himself and Madame Bonacieux 
by the cursed unknown, who appeared to be his agent, and he 
rightly judged he had not a moment to lose. 

The young man’s heart overflowed with joy. An opportu- 
mty presented itself to him of gaimng both money and glory ; 
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and tins chance was inoie than he would have daied to ask of 
Piosndcnce 

M de Tieville was m his diawnng-room with lus usual 
follomng of gentlemen D’Artagnan, who was now well 
known in the house, went stiaight to his office, and sent 
word to him that he wished to see lum upon an aHaii of 
inipoi tance 

D’Aitagnan had been theie seaicely five minutes -when M 
dc Tieville enteied At the fii-st glance, and by the ]oy which 
was painted on lus countenance, the worthy captain plainly 
perceived that sometlung fresh was on foot 

All the way along D’Artagnan had been dehbcrating 
whether he should place confidence in M dc Tieville, oi 
whether he should only ask him to give him a ficc hand m 
a seciot affair But JI dc Tieville had always been so per- 
fectly fiiendly, had always been so devoted to the lung and 
queen, and hated the cardinal so coidially, that the young man 
lesolvod to tell him eveiy thing 

‘ You hai e sometlung to say to me, my young fiiend '' ” 
said M do Ti6\ die 

‘ Yes, sii,” said D’Artagnan, “ and you wull paidon me, I 
hope, foi ha^^ng disturbed jou when jou know' the import- 
ance of illy business ” 

“ Speak then, I am all attention ” 

“It conccins nothing less,” said D’Aitagnan, lowciing his 
voice, ‘ than the honour, pcihaps the life, of the queen ” 

‘ What arc you saymg ’ ” asked M dc Treville, gUncmg 
1 ound to see if they w ere alone, and then fixing a scmtmising 
look upon D’Artagnan 

I say, sn, that chance has rendeied me mastei of a 
-cciet — ” 

‘ M Inch you will keep, I hope, young man, with your life.” 

“ But which I must impart to you, sir, for you alone can 
assist me in the mission I have just received from her Majesty.” 

‘ Is this secret your own ’ ” 

“ No, sir. It IS the queen’s ” 
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“ Are you authorized by her Majesty to communicate it to 
me ? ” 

“ No, 811 , on the contiaiy, I am desired to preserve the 
profoundcst secrec}' ” 

“ Why, then, are you about to betiay it to mo ’ ” 

“ Because, as I said, without you I can do nothing, and 1 
u as afraid that you would lefuse me the favoui I have conic 
to ask, if you did not know for what purpose I asked it ’ 
“Keep your secret, young man, and tell me nhat j'ou 
desire ” 

“ I wish you to obtain for me, from M des Essarts, leajjp^ffc 
absence for a fortnight.” 

“ When ’ ” 

“ This very night ” 

“ You are leaving Pans ' ” 

“ I am gomg on a mission ” 

“ Am I permitted to ask where ’ ” 

“ To London ” 

“ Has any one an mtcrest in pieventing your amvdf 
theie ’ ” 

“ The cardinal, I believe, would give anythmg m the world 
to huider me from succeeding ” 

“ And you are going alone ’ ” 

“ I am going alone ” 

“ In that case you mil not get beyond Bondy I tell you 
sd, by the word of De TidviUc ” 

“ How so, sir 7 ” 

‘ You mil be assassinated ” 

“ And I shall die m the performance of my duty.” 

“ But your mission mil not be accomplished ” 

“ That IS true ' ” replied H’Artagnan 
“ Bebeve me,” contmued TiAville, “ in enteipnses of this 
kind, four must set out, for one to amve." 

“ Ah ' you are right, sir,” said D'Artagnsji ; “ but you 
know Athos, Forthos, and Aramis, and you know whether I 
can make uso of them ” 
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“ Without confiding in them the s.ecict which I did not 
dcsiie to know ’ ” 

We aie siioin, once and foi evei, to implicit confidence 
and devotion in face of all temptation Besides, you can tell 
them that you hai e full confidence in me, and they will not 
be luoie mcicdulous than jou ” 

“ I can grant to each of them leave of absence for a foit- 
night, that is all , to Atlios, n hose n ound still gives him trouble, 
to go to the natois of Eoigcs , to Poithos and Aramis to 
accoinpanj then fiiend, \ihom they are unwdhng to leave in 
such painful circumstances Granting them leave of absence 
mil be proof enough that I authoii^c then journey ” 

‘ Thanks, sn ' You aie a bundled times too good • ” 

‘ Go and find them instantU, and let all be done to-night 
Ah ' but firat mite youi icqucst to M dcs Essaits Poihaps 
JOU had a spy at your heels, and j'oiti visit — in that case 
alieady known to the cardinal— mil be thus made legular ” 
D’Artagnan drew up his request, and M dc TidviUc, on lo- 
cciNing It, a-isuied him tlmt Ix'foie two o’clock m the moimiig 
the fom leaves of absence should be at the lespectivc lodgings 
of the tom tiavcllore 

' Have the goodness to send mine to Atlios’s losidence," 
said U’Aitagnan “ [ fear that if I i\cic to go home I might 
meet mtli some misadventure 

‘ I mil Faieivell ' and a prosperous journey ' By the 
uaj-' ’ said M de Tievillc, calling him back 
D’Aitagiian ictuined 
‘ Hai e you an j' money ’ ” 

D’Ai tagnan jingled the bag he had in his pocket 
‘ Enough ’ ” asked M de Tieville 
‘ Thiec hundred pistoles ” 

‘ Excellent ' That would cany you to the end of the world. 
Go, then ” 

D’Artagnan bowed to M, de Tieville, who held out his hand 
to him B’Artagnan pressed it with a respect mixed with 
gratitude Since his first arrival at Pans he had hod constant 
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occasion to honour this excellent man, whom he had always 
found worthy, loyal, and great 

His firet visit was to Aramis, at whose house he had not 
been since the famous evening when lic-had followed Madame 
Bonacieux Indeed, he had seldom seen the young mus- 
keteer, but every time ho had seen him, he thought he noticed 
a deep sadness impimted on his countenance 
That evemng also Aiamis was sitting up, melancholy and 
thoughtful D’Aitagnan asked a few questions about this 
deep melancholy Aianiis pleaded as his excuse the le- 
hgious exercises with w’lueh he was wont to occiipj his 
leisiiie time 

After the two friends had been chatting a few moments, one 
of M de Tieville’s servants entered, bringing a sealed packet. 
“ What IS that ’ ” asked Aramis 

“ The leave of absence you asked for,” leplied the lackey. 

“ Poi me I I have asked foi no leave of absence ' ” 

“ Hold youi tongue and take it,” said D’Ariagnan “ And 
theie IS a half-pistole for you, my fnend, for yoiii trouble. 
You will tell M de Ti4villc that M Aiamis is veiy much 
obliged to him Go ” 

The lackey bowed to the ground and departed 
“ What docs all this mean ’ ” asked Aiamis 
“ Pack up all you want for a fortnight’s journey and follow 
me We start to-day for England ” 

“ And what is the cause "> ” demanded Aramis 
“ Oh, you’ll know it some day, Aiamis, but at present I 
must imitate the discietion of the doctor's niece ” 

Aramis smiled as he remembered the tale he had related to 
lus friends on a certain evening 

“ Well,” said he, “ I am leady to follow you You say w'e 
are gomg — ” 

“ To Athos’s house now, and if you will come, I beg you to 
make haste, for we have already lost much time. By the way, 
inform Bazin ” 

“ Will Bazin go with us ’ ” asked Aramis 
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“ Peihaps 80 At all events, it is best that he should follow 
us now to Athos’s ” 

Aiaims called his seivant Bazin, and having ordered him to 
]om them at Athos s residence “ Let us go,” said he, taking 
his cloak, snoid, and his thiee pistols, at the same time 
opening tuo oi thiee drapers to see nhethei he could not 
find a stray com oi two 

'When ncll assuied that such a search was superfluous, he 
folloucd D’Aitagnan, and both soon arrived at Athos’s 
duelling 

They found him holding his leave of absence in one hand, 
and J 1 de Treville’s note m the othei 

“ Can you explain to me uhat this leave of absence and this 
letter I have just leceived mean ’ ” said the astonished 
Athos 

“My DEAB Athos I wish, since your health absolutely 
requires it, that you should lest foi a fortnight Go and 
take the uatera of Eoiges, or any that may be more agiecable 
to 3 ou, and get u ell as quickly as possible 

“ Tmsmlle " 

“ Well, this leave of absence and this letter mean that you 
must follow me, Athos ” 

“ To the uateis of Forges ’ ” 

“ Theie oi elscwheie ” 

‘ In the king s service ’ ” 

‘ Eithei the lang’s or the queen’s , are we not their 
Majesties’ servants ’ ” 

At that moment Porthos entered 

“ Zounds ' ” said ho , “ heie is a queer thing ' Smee when, 
1 uondci, did they grant men leave of absence in the 
muskctcei's uithout its being asked 7 ” 

“ Since the time,” said D’Artagnan, “ they have had fnends 
who ask it for them ” 

“ Aha ' ” said Porthos , “ it appears there’s somethmg 
ficsh afoot 7 ” 
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“ Yes, we are going — ” said Aiamis 
“ Going ' To what country ’ ” demanded Porthos. 

“ ’Pon my woid, I don’t know much about it,” said Athos. 
“ Ask D’Artagnan hcie ” 

“ To London, gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan 
“ To London ' ” oned Porthos , “ and what on earth are 
we going to do in London “> ” 

“ That IS what I am not at hberty to tell you, gentlemen 
You must trust me ” 

“ But m order to go to London a man should have some 
money , and I have none ” 

“ Nor 1,” said Aramis 
“ Nor I,” said Porthos 

“ Well, I have,” added D’Artagnan, pulhng out his treasure 
from his pocket, and placing it on the table ” There are m this 
bag three bundled pistoles Let us each take seventy-five, 
which will be quite enough to carry us to London and back 
Besides, ue may be sure that all of us will not reach London ” 
‘ Why so ? ” 

‘‘ Because, according to all probabihty, some of us will be 
left on the load ” 

“ What ! we are going upon a campaign, it seems t ” 

“ Yes, and a most dangerous one I give you fair notice ” 

“ Ah I but since we run the nsk of being killed,” said 
Poithos, “ at least I should like to know uhat for ” 

“ Great good that will do you ' ” said Athos 
“ And yet,” said Aramis, “ I am somewhat of Porthos’s 
opimon ” 

“ Is the king accustomed to give you reasons ? No. He 
sa 3 rs to you very simply ‘ Gentlemen, there is fighting going 
on in Gascony or in Handera , go and fight ’ , and you go. 
Why 1 You don’t even consider why.” 

“ D’Artagnan is right,” said Athos ; “ here are our three 
leaves of absence, which came from M de Tr^ville. And here 
are three hundred pistoles, which came from I don’t know 
where So let us go and get killed where we aie told to go 
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Is life worth the trouble of so many questions ? D’Artagnan, 
I am leady to folloii j ou ’ 

“ And I,” said Roithos 

‘ And I, also, ’ said Aiaiiiis “ And, indeed, I am not 
soiij- to quit Pans I need disli action ” 

“ IVcll, you mil lia\e distinction enough, gentlemen, be as- 
sured,’ said D’Artagnan 

‘ And, nou, when aic ne to go ’ ” asked Athos 
“ Iiiimodiately,” lephed D’Artagnan , “ we have n t a 
minute to lose ” 

“ Hi ’ Giimaiid, Planchet, Mousqiicton, Bazin ' " cued the 
foiii young men, calling their lackeys, “ clean my boots, and 
fetch the hoi-ses ” 

Planchet, Grimaud, Mousqueton and Bazin set oft at full 
speed 

“ Ivow let us draw up the plan of campaign,” said Poithos. 
“ Where do we go first ? ” 

“ To Calais,” said D’Artagnan “ That is the shortest road 
to London ” 

“ Well,” said Poithos, ‘ my advice is tins — ” 

“ Speak — what is it ’ ” 

“ Four men tiavelliiig togethei would be suspicious D’Ait- 
agnan mil give each of iis liis instructions I will set out 
hist, by the Boulogne road, Athos will set out two hours later, 
by that to Amiens Aiamis mil follow us by that to Xoyon 
D’Aitagiian will go by what load he thinks best, in Planchet’s 
clothes, w hilo Planchet wsU follow ub, dressed like D’Artagnan, 
in the uniform of the giiaids ” 

“ Gentlemen,” said Athos, “ my opinion is that it is not 
piopei to allow lackeys to have anything to do with such an 
atfaii A scciet niav, by chance, be betrayed by gentlemen, 
but it IS almost always sold by lackeys ” 

” Porthos’s plan appears to me to be improoticable,” said 
D’Aitagnan, “ inasmuch as I do not know myself what 
instructions I can give you I am the bearer of a letter, that 
IS all I have not, and I cannot make three copies of that 
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letter, because it is sealed IVc must then, it seems to me, 
travel in company This lettei is heie, in this pocket,” and ho 
pointed to tlie pocket u Inch contained the letter “ If I 
should be killed, one of Toii must take it and continue the 
journey If he is killed, it Mill be another’s turn, and so on 
Provided one man aiiivcs, that is all that is neccssaiy ” 

“ Biavo, D’Artagnan ' youi opinion is mine,” ciicd Athos 
“ Besides, 110 must bo consistent I am going to take the 
u-aters , you mil accompany me Instead of taking the 
waters of Foiges, I shall go and take sca-ballis I am fiee to 
do so If any one mslics to stop us, I \ull show him M do 
Trfivillc’s letter, and jou will show j'our leaves of absence 
If we arc attacked, wo will defend ourselves If we arc ex- 
animed, we will stoutly maintain that we weie only anxious 
to dip ourselves a cei tain numbci of times in the sea Tliev 
would have an easy tune w’lth foui isolated men, wheieas foui 
men togethei make a tioop Wo will aim our foui lackejs 
with pistols and carbines If they send an army out against 
us wo will gne battle, and the suivivoi, as D’Artagnan says, 
wall cany the letter ” 

“ Well said,” cned Araniis , “ you don’t often speak, Athos, 
but when you do speak, you speak like an angel I agicc to 
Athos’s plan And you, Porthos * ” 

“ I agiee to it, too,” said Porthos, “ if D’Aitagnan approves 
of it D’Artagnan, being the bcarci of the letter, is of course 
the leader in the enterpnse Let him decide, and wo will 
execute.” 

“ Well,” said D’Artagnan, “ I decide that we adopt Athos’s 
plan, and that we set off in half an hour ” 

“ Agiecd ' ” shouted the three musketeers in clioius 
And each one, puttmg his hand mto the bag, took his 
seventy-five pistoles, and made his preparations for starting 
at the time appomted 



THE THBBE MUSKETEERS 


[CH 


CILVPTEE, VI 

THE EXPEDITION 

At two o’clock in the morning, our four adventurers left 
Pans the iSt Denis gate As long as it vas daik they re- 
mained silent In spite of themselves they felt the influence 
of tlie daikness, and saw ambushes eierywheie 
Vi ith the first lays of the sun their tongues became loosened, 
uith day their gaiety revived 

All vent veil as far as Chantilly, vheie thej anived about 
eight o clock in the moining They needed bieakfast, and 
alighted at the dooi of an inn recommended by a sign lepie 
scnting St Martin giving half his cloak to a poor man They 
oideied the lackeys not to unsaddle the hoiscs and to hold 
themselves in loadiness to set oft again immcdiattlv 
Thev enteied the public loom and seated theinsehes at 
table -k gentleman, vho had just ai lived by vaj of 
Daminaitin, was seated at the same table, and was taking his 
breakfast He opened the, comcisation by talking of the 
lam and fine vcathei The tiavcllcis leplied , he diank to 
their pood health, and the tiavcllcis letuincd the compliment 
But at the moment Mousqueton came to announce that the 
hoisCs veie loadv, and they veie using fioni the table, the 
stiangei proposed to Porthos to dunk the caidmal s health 
Po thos leplied that he asked no hettci, if the stiangei in his 
turn would dunk the king’s health The stiangei cued that 
he acknowledged no othei king but his Eminence Poithos 
told him he was diiink, and the stranger drew his swoid 

\ oil hav e committed a piece of folly said Athos, but it 
can t be helped There is no diawing back Kill your man, 
and rejoin us as soon as you can ” 

And all thiee mounted then horses and set out at a good 
pace, while Poithos was promising to peiforate lus adversary 
with all the thrusts known in the fencing schools 
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“ Theie goes one > ” cued Alhos at the end of five hundred 
paces 

“ But uhy did that man attack Poithos, lather than any 
other of us ? ” asked Aianii-. 

“ Because Poitiios nas talking loudci than the icst, and he 
took him for tlie leader of the jiaity,” said D’Aitagnan 

‘‘ I always said that this young man fioni Gasconj uas a well 
of wisdom,” muimuicd Athos 

And the tiavelleis continued then loutc 

At Beauvais they stopped two houis, as much to bicathe 
their hoi'CS a little as to wait foi Poitlios At the end of the 
two houis, as Poithos did not come and they heaid no news 
of him, they icsumed then journey 

A league out fioiii Bcaiiiais, wheie the load was confined 
between two high banka, they tell in with eight oi ten men 
who, taking advantage of the load being iinpas ed in tins spot, 
appealed to be employed m digging holes and making muddy 
luts 

Aiaiiiis,not wishing to soil his boots, addicssed them shai ply 
Athos wished to lestiam him, but it was too late The 
labouieis began to jeei at the travclleis, and tlus piece of 
insolence distuibed the cquaniinity cien of the cool Athos, 
who uigcd his Iioise on against one of them 

The men all iinincdiatcly diew back to the ditch, fiom 
srhich each took a concealed musket Oui seven tiavellers 
thus found theiiischcs outnumbeied Arainis leceived a 
ball w'hich passed thiough Ins shouldei, and Mousqiieton 
anothei ball which lodged m the fleshy paits at the lower 
portion of the baek, Mousqiieton alone fell lioni his lioisc, 
not because he w as seveiely wounded, but not being able to see 
the w ound, he deemed it to be more seiious than it really was. 

“ It IS an ambuscade ' ” shouted D’Artagnan ; “ don’t 
waste a shot ' forward ' ” 

Aranus, wounded as he svas, seized the mane of his home, 
which earned him on with the otbera Mousqueton's horse 
rejoined them, and galloped by the side of his compamons. 
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“ That hoisc seivc ua for a iclaj,” aaid Athos 

“ I would, rathci have had a hat,” said B'Artagnan , “ mine 
w as earned away by a ball By my faith, it is very ioi-tunate 
that the lettoi was not in it ” 

“Yes, but they 11 kill xioot Porthos when he comes up,” 
said Aiamis 

“ If Porthos weio on his legs, he would have rejoined us by 
this time,” said Athos “ My opinion is, that when they came 
to the point the di imken man proved to be sober enough ” 

They continued at then best speed for tw o houra, although 
the hoi-scs weio so fatigued that it was feared they would soon 
1 of use to proceed 

The travellers had chosen cross-roads, m the hope that thc 3 ’ 
might meet with less inteiiuplion But at Cievecoeiir Aia- 
mis declared ho could go no farther In fact, it icquired all 
the coinage which he concealed beneath his elegant foim and 
polished nianneis to beai him so fai He giew paid eieiy 
minute, and they weie obhged to support linn on his hoise 
They lifted him off at the door of an inn, left him with Barm 
who was inoic enibarrasing in a skiiniish than useful and set 
foiwaid again in the lioiie of sleeping at Amiens 

“ Zounds I ” said Athos, as soon as (hey weic again in 
motion, “ leduced to two masters and Giimaud and 
Planchet ' But I won’t be then dupe, I will answ'ei foi it , I 
will ncithei open my mouth nor draw my swoid between heie 
and Calais I swear by — ’’ 

“ Let us waste no time in sweaiing,” said D’Artagnan, “ let 
us gallop, if oui horses are willing ” 

And the tiaieUcrs buned then rowels in then hoises’ 
lldiiks, who, thus vigorously stimulated, recoveicd their 
eneigv They ainved at Amiens at midnight, and alighted at 
the Golden Lily mn 

The host appeared to be as honest a man as any on earth 
He iceeived the traveUers with his candlestick in one hand and 
his cotton night-cap in the other He proposed to lodge the 
two travellers each in a charming chamber, but, unfortunately. 
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these chanmng chambora wcio at the opiiosite exticmities ot 
the inn, and D’Artagnan and Athoa declined tlioni The 
host replied that he had no othci worthy of then Excellencies, 
but the travellcis declared they w’oiild sleep in the common 
chamber, each upon a mattiess, stietchcd upon the floor. 
The host insisted, hut the tiaiellcis ivcie fiim, and he was 
obliged to comply with their wishes 
They had ]ust prepared then beds and harncaded their 
door within, when someone m the couityaid knocked at the 
shutter They demanded who was thcie, and, upon 
lecogni/jng the voices of then lackeys, opened the shuttei 
It was, in fact, Plamhet and Giimaud 
“ Gnmaud can take caic of the horses,” said Planchet , “ if 
you are willing, gentlemen, I will sleep across youi doorway, 
and you will then he oeitam that nobody can disturb 
you ” 

“ And what will you sleep upon ’ ” said D’Aitagnan 
“ Hcie IS my bed,” leplicd Planchet, producing a bundle of 
stiaw 

‘ Come,” said D’Artagiiaii , “ you aic right Mine host’s 
face does not jilcase me at all — it is too civil by half ” 

“ Xoi me eithci,” said Athos 

Planchet got m tluough the window, and installed himself 
acioss the dooiw'ay. while Gnmaud went and shut himself up 
in the stable, undertaking that, by five o’clock in the morning, 
he and the foui lioisos should he roady 

The night passed oil quietly cifeugh About two o’clock in 
the morning, to be suie, sorao^dy'cndcavouied to ojicn the 
dooi But as Planchet awokein an instant, and cued Who 
IS there ’ ” this pei-son lephed he was mistaken, and went 
awaj' 

At four o’clock in the morning, a tcmble noise was heard 
in the stables Gnmaud had tned to waken the Bta\}I^oys, 
and the stable-boys were beating him When lliqjnliflm was 
opened the poor lad was seen lying senseless, with his head 
split open by a blow from a fork-handle. 
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Planchet went cIoami into the ^aul, and pioccedcd to saddle 
the hoiscs But the hoiscs ueic all used up Mousqutton’s 
hoiae, uhich had tiasilled foi fiseoi six liouis uilhout a iidei 
the dajf befoie, alone might haic been able to pumiic the 
]OUinev But, by an nnatcountable mistake, a vetcuiiaiy 
surgeon, nlio had appaientlv hern sent foi to bleed one ot the 
host s hoiscs, had bled Moiiscxuetoii's 

This began to be aimojing Ail these successive accidents 
wcie, peihaps, the icsult of chance, but they might, quite as 
probablj-, be the outcome of a jilot \thos and B’Aitagnan 
nent out, uliile Planchet nas sent to inquiic if thicc hoiscs 
could be bought in the neigh bom hood At the dooi stood tuo 

hoiscs, fiesh, stiong, and fully ecxuqipcd These neic just 
nliat they wanted He asked 1111010 then oiinois 1101c, and 
lias mfoinied that tliej had passed the night in the inn, and 
iicie then settling iiilh the mastei 
Athos went in to pay the reckoning, while D’Aitagnan and 
Planchet stood at the sticot-dooi The host lias in a low 
room at the back, into which Athos was ushcied 

Athos enteied without the least mistiust, and took out two 
liistoles to pay the bill Tlie host lias alone, seated bcfoie his 
do-k one of the diawcis of which was paitly open He took 
the money which Athos offcicd him, and, aftci tuming and 
turning it over and ovei m his hands, suddenly cried out that 
it was bad, and that he would have him and his companions 
ariested as counteifeiteis 

“ You scouiidiel ' ” cried Athos, steppmg toivaids him, 
“ 1 11 out your cais off ' ” 

But the host stooped, took two xnstols from the half-open 
diawci, pointed them at Athos, and called out for help 

At the same instant foui men, aimed to the teeth, cnteied b3’ 
Bide doors, and rushed upon Athos 

“ I am taken I ” shouted Athos with all the power of his 
lungs , “ Go on, D’Aitagnan ' spui, spur ' " and he fired two 
pistols 

D’Artagnan and Planchet did not requiie to be twice 
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bidden They unfastened the two horses that weie waiting 
at the door, leaped iijion them, biiiied their spurs in then 
sides, and set off at full gallop 

“Do you know uliat has become of Athos ’ ” asked 
D’Artagnan of Planchet, as they galloped on 

“ Ah, sir,” said Planchet, “ I saw one fall at each of his shots, 
and he appealed to mo, tliiongh the glass dooi, to be fencing 
with the otheis ” 

“ Biave Atlios ' ” imii muicd D’Artagnan , “ and to think 
that we must leave him, while the same fate awaits us, perhaps, 
two paces hence ' Poinaid, Planchet, foiwaid ' You are a 
biavc fellow ' ” 

“ Did not I tell you, sii,” replied Planchet, “ that we 
Pieaids piove oiii value by use ’ Besides, I am in my own 
countiy hcic, and that puts mo on my mettle ” 

And both, by fieo use of the spur, ariivcd at St Omei 
inUiout diawing biidio At St Omei they bieathed their 
lioises with then biidles passed under then aims, for fear 
of accident, and having eaten a hasty morsel standing in the 
load, they set off again 

At a hundicd paces fiom the gates of Calais, D’Ailagnan’s 
hoise sank undci luiii , blood was flowing from both its eyes 
and its nose, and every effort to get it up again failed. 
Theie still leinained Planchct’s hoise, but it had stoppled 
short, and could not bo pcisuaded to move 
Poitunately, as uo have said, they were within a bundled 
paces of the cit}'^ They left their two horses upon the high- 
way, and lan towards the poit Planchet called his mastei’s 
attention to a gentleman who had just aiiivcd with Ins lackey, 
and vho vas about fifty paces ahead of them 
They made all haste to come up with this gentleman, who 
appeared to be m a great hurry His boots were covered with 
dust, and he was askmg whether he could cross over to England 
immediately. 

‘ Nothing would be moie easy,” said the captain of a vessel 
which was ready to set sail , “ but this mommg an order 
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arrived that no one should be allowed to cross without 
express permission fioni the eaidmal ” 

“ I have that pei mission,” said the gentleman, drawing a 
papei fioni his pocket , " heie it is ” 

“ Have it signed by the goveinoi of the port,” said the 
captain, “ and give my boat the pieference ” 

“ Wlieio shall I And the governor ? ” 

“ At lus oountiy-house ” 

“ Where is that situated ’ ” 

“ A quaiter of a league fiom the city Look, you may 
see it fioni lieic — at the foot of that httle hill, that slated 
loof ” 

” Veiy well,” said the gentleman 

And, nith his lackey, he staitcd foi the govemoi’s country- 
house 

D’Aitagnan and Planchet followed the gentleman at a 
distance of five hundicd paces 
Once outside the city, D’Aitagnan quickly overtook the 
gentleman, as he was enteiing a httlo wood 

“ Sii,” said D’Aitagnan, “ you appeal to be in gi cat haste ’ ” 
‘ ^Co one can bo iiioic so, sii ” 

“ 1 am soiiy foi that,” said D’Aitagnan , for, as I am m 
gieat haste likewise, I was going to beg jou to do me a 
seivioe ” 

“ What SCI Vico ’ ” 

“ To let nio go firat ” 

“ Impossible,” said the gentleman “ I have travelled sixty 
leagues in forty-four hours, and by to-morrow at mid-day I 
must be in London ” 

'■ I have performed the same distance in forty hours, and 
by to-moirow at ten o'clock m the mormng 1 must be in 
London ” 

“ Very sorry, sir , but I was here first, and will not go 
second ” 

“ I am sorry, too, sii , but I amved second and will go first.” 
“ The kmg’s service ' ” said the gentleman 
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“ My own service ' ” said D’Axtagnan 
“ It seems to mo you aie seeking a needless quarrel.” 

“ Zounds ' what did you expect it to be ? ” 

“ What do you want > ” 

“ Would you like to know ’ ” 

“ Ceitainly ” 

“ Well, then, I want that ordoi of which you aie the bearer, 
seeing that I have none and must have one ” 

“ You must be poking, I presume ” 

“ I nevei joke ” 

‘ Let me pass • ” 

‘‘ You shall not pass ” 

“ I will blow out your brams my fine young fellow. Hi, 
Lubin ' my pistols ' ” 

“ Planchet,” called out D’Artagiian, “ take care of the 
lackey I will manage the mastci ” 

Planchet, emboldened by his fimt exploit, sprang upon 
Lubin, and, being siiong and vigoious, he soon got him on his 
back, and placed his knee on Ins chest 
“ Go on with your job, sii,** ciicd Planchet , ‘*I have finished 
mine ” 

Seeing this, the gentleman drew his sword, and sprang upon 
D’Aitagnan , but he had to deal with a tough custoniei 
In three seconds D’Artagnan had wounded him three times, 
exclaiming at each thrust 

“ One for Athoa 1 one foi Porthos ' and one foi Aramis ' 
At the tluid thrust the gentleman fell like a log 
D’Ai-tagnan behoved him to be dead, or at least insensible, 
and approached him foi the purpose of taking the ordci 
But at the moment he stretched out his hand to search for it, 
the wounded man, who had not dropped his sword, piickcd 
him in the breast, crying 
“ And one for you ! ” 

“ And one for me I the best for the last ' ” oned D’Artag- 
nan, in a rage, nailing him to the earth with a fourth thrust 
through his body. 
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This time the gentleman elotcd Ins eyes and fainted 
D’Artagnan scaiohed his jiookcls, and took fiom one of them 
the 01 del foi the passage It nas in the name of the Comte de 
Waidcs 

Then, casting a glance on the handsome young man, 
seal cel 3 tii ent j'-fi ve i cars, of age, n honi he ii as leanng Ij mg 
tlieie unconscious and pcihaps dead, he utteied a sigh ovei 
that unaccountable destiny uliich leads men to destroy one 
anotliei foi the mteicsts of stiangei-s to nlioni then very 
existence is often unknoivn 

But he lias soon roused fioni these leflections b\' Lubm, 
■who uttered loud cries, and sci earned for help with all his 
might 

Planchet giasped him by the thioat, and piessed as liaid as 
he could 

‘ Sii,” said he, “ as long as I hold him in this niani'er, he 
can’t ciy. I’ll be bound But as soon as I let go, he mil howl 
again as loud as ever I have discoveied that he’s a Xoiman, 
and 2ioinians aie obstinate ” 

In feet, tightly held as he was, Lubin still contrived to make 
a noise 

‘ Wait ' ” said D’Artagnan, and, taking out his handkei- 
cliief, he gagged him 

‘ Xow,” said Planchet, “ let us bind him to a tree ’ 

This being piopcily done, they diew the Comte de Waides 
close to his servant , and as night was aiipioaching, and as the 
Mounded man and the bound man were both at some little 
distance within the wood, it seemed certain thej' w'ould 
leniain theie till the next day 

‘ And now,” said D’Artagnan, “ to the govemoi’s house ” 
But you scorn to be wounded,” said Planchet 

‘ Oh, that’s nothing ' Let us despatch what is most press- 
ing first, and we wiU attend to my wound afterwards , besides, 
it does not feel like a very dangerous one ” 

And they both set forward as fast as they could towards the 
worthy governor’s country-seat 
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The Comte de Waidos was announced 
D’Aitagnan uaa intioduccd 
“ You hai c an oidoi sinned by the caidinal ’ 

“ Yes, sii,” icphcd D’Aitagnan , “ hcic it ]■> " 

“ Ah, it IS quite regulai and explicit,” said the povemor. 

“ Certainly it is,” said D’Artagnan , “ I am one of his most 
faitliful servants ” 

“ It appeal's that his Eminence is anxious to prevent some 
one from leaehing England ’ ” 

“ Yes , a certain D’Artagnan, a B&meae gentleman, who 
left Pans in company nith three fnends of his, vnth the 
intention of going to London ’ 

‘ Do you know him personally ? ” asked the governor 
“ Whom ’ ” 

' This D’Artagnan ” 

“ Oh, yes, perfectly well ” 

“ Descnbe him to me, then ” 

“ Nothing moie easy ” 

And D’Artagnan gave, feature for feature, a descnption of 
the Comte de Wardes 

“ Has he any one with him ’ ” 

“ Yes, a lackey named Lubin ” 

■ We will keep a sharp look-out for them And if we lay 
hands upon them, his Eminence may be assured they shall be 
sent back to Pans under a strong escort ” 

‘ And by doing so, sir,” said D’Artagnan, “ you uill earn 
the cardinal’s giatitudc ” 

“ Will you see him on your return, count ! ” 

“ Certainly I shall ” 

“ Tell him, I beg you, that I am his humble scivant ” 

“ I shall not fail ” 

And, dehghted with this assurance, the governor signed the 
passpoit and dehvered it to D'Artagnan, who lost no time in 
useless compliments, but thanked the governor, bowed, and 
departed. 

Once out, he and Planchet set o& as fast as they could, and. 
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bv taking a ciicnituous load, avoided the wood, and re- 
enteied the city b^ anothci gate 

The vessel yas quite leady to sail, and the captain waiting 
on the Aiharf 

“ Well ’ ” said he, on peiceiviiig D'Artagnan 
‘ Heio IS my pass, signed,’ said the latter 
‘‘ And that other gentleman ’ ’’ 

‘ He n ill not go to-daj',” said D’Artagnan , ‘ but here. I’ll 
pay 3 oil for the t« o of us ” 

In that case we mil be gone,” said the captain 
‘ Yes , as soon as 3'ou please, ’ leplied D’Aitagnan 
He leaped, mtli Plaiichet, into the boat Five minutes latei 
tliei’ iieie on boaid And it nas time , for they had sailed 
scaiccly half a league when D’Aitagnan saw a flash and heaid 
a lepoit — it was the cannon mIulIi announced the closing of 
the haiboui 

It was now time to look to his ■wound Fortunatel}. as 
D’Aitasinaii had thought, it was not very dangcious The 
point of tlic sw Old had stiiick a iib, and glanced along tlie bone 
Besides his shut had stuck to the wound at once, and ho had 
lost but \ei3' little blood 

But D’Aitagnan was worn out with fatigue A matticss 
was laid upon the deck for liim , he tliiew himself upon it, and 
fill fast asleep 

At bleak of day they were still thiee or four leagues fiom 
the coast of England The bieeze had been light duiing the 
night, and they had made but little progress 

At ton o’clock tho vessel east anchor m the harboui of 
Dovei, and at half-past ton D’Artagnan placed his foot on 
English soil, 013 ing 
“ Hcio I am at last 1 ” 

But there was still work to do : they had to get to London. 
In England the post was well served. D’Artagnan and 
Flanchet took post-horses, a postilion rode before them, and 
in f nil hours they were at the gates of tho capital 

D’Artagnan did not know London, he did not know one 
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word of English, bid ho wrote the name of Buckingham on a 
piece of jiaper, and eveiy one to nliom he phoned it pointed 
out to him the iiay to the duke’s jjalaoc 

The dukt tia'i at Wmdaoi hunting with the king 
D’Aitagn.in iniiiiiied foi the duke's eoutidential valet, who, 
having accompanied him in all lus tiaiels, spoke French 
perfectly Ho told this valet that he came from Pans, on an 
affaii of life and death, and that he must speak with his 
inastei instantly 

The tonhdence with which D’Aitagnan spoke convinced 
Patiick, which was the name of the minister’s servant He 
oideicd two horses to be saddled, and himself went as the 
young guaidsman’a guide Planchct’s strength had by this 
time become exhausted, and he was lifted from his horse as 
stiff as a stake D’Artagnan seemed made of iron 

On then arnval at the castle they inquired for the duke, 
and leaiTied that he was hawking with the king m the marshes, 
two or tliicc leagues away 

In twenty minutes they were at the place designated, and 
Patiick soon caught the sound of his master's voice recalhng 
his falcon 

‘ Whom shall I announce to my Loixl Duke ’ ” asked 
Pati ick 

‘ The 3’oung man who one evening sought a quarrel with 
him on the Pont Ncuf, in Pans ’ 

Rather a singiilai introduction > ” 

‘ You will find that it is as good as any othei ’ 

Patrick galloped off, reached the duke, and announced to 
him in these vciy woids that a mcssengci awaited him. 

Buckingham at once lemembeicd the ciicumstonce, and 
suspecting that the news now brought to him concerned 
something which was going on m France, he took only time 
to mqmre where the messenger was, and, recognising at a 
distance the uniform of the guaids, he put his horse into a 
gallop, and rode straight up to D’Artagnan Patrick kept 
discreetly in the background 
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“ Has any nusfoitune happened to the queen ? ” cned 
Buchingham 

“ I beheve not Xeveitheless, I behevo she is m some 
gieat pen! from -nhicli j’oui grace alone can extneate 
her ” 

“ I ’ ” cned Buckingham “ What is it ’ 1 should be but 
too happy to leiidcv hei any service ' Speak ' speak ' ” 

‘‘ Take tins Icttci,” said D’Aitagnan 
“ This lettei ' Fiom whom does this letter come ’ 

“ Fiom her Majesty, I beheve ” 

“ Fiom hei Majesty ' said Buckingham, becoming so pale 
that D’Aitagnan feaied he was going to be ill — and he bioke 
the seal 

‘ What IS tins i ent i ” said he, showing D’ Artagnan a 
place 11 hei 0 it had been pieiced through 

“ Ah I ” said D’Aitagnan, “ I did not notice that , it must 
have been the Comte de Wardcs’s sword made that fine thrust, 
when he ran it into my bieast ” 

‘ Aie you ii ounded ’ asked Buckingham, os he opened the 
Icttoi 

" Oh ' nothing,” said D’ Artagnan , “ only a scratch ” 

“ Just heavens ' iihat do I lead ’ ” cued the duke “ Pat- 
rick, remain here, or rather join the king, wherever he may be, 
and tell his Majesty that I humbly beg him to excuse me, but 
an aSaar of the greatest importance calls me to London 
Come, sir, come ! ” and both set o£E toward the capital at full 
gallop 


CHAPTER VII 

D’ ARTAGNAN IN LONDON 

As they rode along D’ Artagnan mformed the duke of all the 
facts knoivn to himself From these, added to his own recollec- 
tions, he lias enabled to form a pretty exact idea of the senous 
state of things, ii hich the queen’s letter, short and vague as it 
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was, conveyed to lum But what astonished him moat was, 
that the cardinal, who was so dee]ily intcicstcd in pieienting 
this young man from setting foot in England, hadnot succeeded 
m stopping him on the load On the duUe s cxjiiessmg this 
astonishment, D’Aitagnan fold him of the piccaiitions taken, 
and how', thanlcs to the de\otion of his thiec fi lends, whom ho 
had left behind bleeding at dilleient points on the load, he 
had succeeded in getting off with the swoid-thinst, which had 
pierced the cpiccn’s lettei, and foi which he had lepaid M de 
Waides in such tciiible fasliion While ho was hstoning to 
this account, which was dehveicd with the gicatest simplicity, 
the duke looked fiom tunc to time at the 3oiing man with 
astonishment, as though he could not compichend how so 
much piudence, coinage, and deiotion could bo displayed by 
a youth obviouslj'' not tet twenty yeais of age. 

The lioisea went like the wind, and iii a few moments they 
were at the gales of London D’Aitagnan imagined that on 
aiiiMiig 111 the city the duke would slacken his pace, but he 
did not in the least Ho kept on at bieakncok speed, 
heedless of upsetting those who stood in Ins way As a 
mattei of fact, m crossing the city two oi three accidents of 
this land did occur But Buckingham did not e\cn turn Ins 
head to see what became of those he had knocked down 
D’Aitagnan followed him amidst cues which veiy much 
lesemblcd curses 

On enteiing the couit of Ins palace Buckingham sprang 
fiom his horse, thiew the bndle on its neck and sprang up the 
staircase D’Artagnan did the same 

The duke walked so fast that D’Artagnan had some trouble 
m keeping up -with him He passed thiough soveial apart- 
ments fuimshcd with an elegance unknown in Eiance, and 
amved at length in a bed-chambei which was a nuiacle both 
of taste and of splendour In the alcove of this chamber w'as 
a door, made in the tapestry, which the duke opened with 
a small gold key suspended from his neck by a cham of tlie 
same metal D’Artagnan remained discreetly behind But 
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Buckingham, at the moment that he passed through the door, 
turned round, and seeing the young man’s hesitation — 

‘ Come in i come in ' ” cued he, “ and if >ou have the good 
foituno to be admitted to hci Majesty’s presence, tell hei 
Mliat you have seen ” 

Encouraged by this invitation, D’Aitagnan followed the 
duke, who closed the door aftei him 

The loom contained a Iifc-sizc portrait of the queen, and 
beneath it was the casket containing the diamond studs 
“ Here,” said he, drawing from the casket a large bow of 
blue nbbon all spaikling with diamonds, “ here,” said he, 
“ are the precious studs which I had taken an oath should be 
bulled with me The queen gave them to me, the queen takes 
them from me Her wall be done in all things ” 

Then he kissed the studs with which he was about to part. 
All at once he utteicd a ternble cry 

“ What is the matter 7 ” exclaimed D’Aiiagnan anxiously, 
“ what has happened to you, miloid ’ ” 

“ All IS lost ' all IS lost ' ” cned Buckingham, turning as 
pale as death , ” two of the studs arc missing ' theio aic but 
ton of them left ’ ” 

‘ Can j-ou have lost them, milord, or do you think they 
have been stolen ’ ” 

“ They have been stolen ' ” replied the duke, “ and it is the 
cardinal who has dealt me this blow See, the ribbons which 
held them have been cut with scissors ” 

“ If milord suspects they have been stolen — perhaps the 
person w'ho stole them still has them ” 

‘ Lot me think,” said the duke “ The only time I wore 
these studs was at a ball given by the king a week ago at 
Windsor The Comtesse de Wmtei, with whom I had had a 
quarrel, became reconciled to me at the ball That reconcilia- 
tion was a jealous woman’s vengeance. I have nevef seen her 
since The woman is an agent of the caidinaTs ” 

“ Why, then, he has agents all over the world • ” cned 
D’Artagnan 
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‘ Yes, yes, said Buckingham, gnashmg his teeth -with lage, 
“ he is a ternble antagomst • But when is the ball to take 
place "> ” 

‘ Next Monday ” 

‘ Next Monday ' Five days yet , that’s moic time than we 
need Patnek I ” cned the dnkc, opening the dooi of the 
ehapel, ‘ Patnek ! ” 

His confidential valet appeared 
‘ My jcu clloi and. my sccictaiy ” 

The valet vent out mth a piomptness and silence that 
shoved he was accustomed to obey bhndly and without leply 
But, although the jeweller had been summoned fiist, it was 
the secietary who fiist made his appearance He found 
Buckingham seated at a table in his bcd-chambei, VTiting 
01 del a vitli Ins own hand 

“ Mastci Jackson, ’ said he, “ go instantly to the loid chan- 
cclloi and tell him that I desiie him to exetute these oidere 
I vish them to be published immediately ’ 

‘ But, youi Giace, if the lord chancclloi cjucstions me about 
the niotii'es vhich may have led your Grace to adopt such an 
cxtiaoidinaiy mcasuie, vhat reply shall I make ’ ” 

“ That such is my pleasure, and that I am icsponsible foi 
my inshes to no man ” 

‘ Will that be the answer,” replied the secretary, smiling, 
” which he must transmit to his Majesty, if, by chance, his 
^Majesty should have the curiosity to inquire why no vessel is 
to leave any of the iiortB of Great Bntain ’ ” 

“ You are right, Mastci Jackson,” replied Buckingham. 
“ He will say, in that case, to the king, that I am detei mined 
on war, and that this measure is my fli-st act of hostility 
against France ” 

The secretary bowed and retired. 

“ We are safe on. this side,” said Buckingham, tummg 
towards D’Artagnan “ If the studs are not yet gone to Fans, 
they mil not arnve till after you ” 

“ How BO, milord ? ” 
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‘ I have just placed an ombaigo on all vessels at present m 
Ins Majesty's ports, and, rvithout spceial peiinission, not one 
V ill daic laise an anchoi ” 

D’Aitagnan iias lost m astonishment at the imhmited 
poll Cl enjoyed bj' Buckingham, and ii as still pui-siiing this tiain 
of 1 1. Ilection 11 hen the goldsimth enteied He ii as an Iiishnian 
one of the ino^t skilful of his ciaft, iiho himself confessed that 
he gained a hundied thousand jiouiids a ycai by the Duke of 
Buckingham 

Master O’Reilly,” said the duke to him, leading him into 
the piivate clianibci, “ look at these diamond studs, and tell 
me 11 hat they aio iioitli apiece ” 

Tilt goldsmith cast a glance at the elegant manner in ii Inch 
thej iieie set, calculated, oncnith anothci, iihat the diamonds 
neie iioilh, and leplied iiithout hesitation — 

‘ Fifteen hundred pistoles each, joui Giace ” 

“ Hoiv many dajs iiould it lequiic to make tivo studs 
exactly like them '' You see there aie tiio ivanting ” 

‘ A noek, your Giace ” 

‘ I mil give jou tliieo thousand pistoles each, if I can have 
tlicin by the daj' aftci to-moiioii ” 

‘ Your Giace, jou shall have them ” 

You aie a jciicl of a man, klastcr O’Reilly But that is 
not all These studs cannot be tiusted to anybody The 
neii ones must be made in this jialace ’’ 

‘ Inipossihle, yoiii Grace , there is no one but myself nho 
can make them so that the new may not be distinguished from 
the old ” 

Thcieforc, iiij- dear Master O’Reilly, you are my prisoner , 
and '•hould joii rush to leave my palace now, you cannot, 
so make the best of it Kame to me such of youi workmen os 
you stand m need of, and point out the tools they must 
bring ” 

The goldsmith knew the duke , he knew all remarks would 
be useless, and instantly made up his mind 

May I be permitted to inform my wife ? ” said he 
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“ You may even see hei if 3’ou like, my dear Mastei O’Reilly 
Your captivity shall be mild, be assured , and as every 
mconvenience deserves its compensation, hcie is, in addition 
to the piioe of the studs, an older for a thousand pistoles, so 
that you may foiget the annoyance I am causing you ’ 

D’Artagnan could not overcome the surprise cieated in him 
by this minister, -nho in so open-handed a mannci plaj’ed 
with men and nulhons 

The goldsmith accoidingly wrote to his wife, sending hei 
the order for the thousand pistoles, and charging hci to send 
him in exchange his most skilful apprentice, an assortment of 
diamonds, of which he gave the names and the weights, and 
the necessary tools 

Buckingham led the goldsmith to the chamber destined for 
him, which, at the end of half an hour, was transformed into 
a ivoikshop Then ho placed a sentinel at each dooi, wuth an 
order to admit nobody, upon any pietence, but lus valet, 
Patrick It 13 scarcely neccssaiy to add that the goldsmith, 
O’Rcillj', and his assistant, wore prohibited from going out on 
any account 

This point settled, the duke turned to D’Artagnan 
“ Now', my young friend,” said he, “ England is all our own 
What do you w'lsh for ’ What do you desire ’ ” 

“ A bed,” loiilicd D’Ai-tagnan “ I confess that is at 
present what I stand most in need of ” 

Buckingham assigned D’Aitagnan a chambci adjoining his 
own 

An hour later the ordinance was published in London that 
no vessel bound foi Fiance should leave the ports — ^not even 
the packet-boat with Icttcis Everyone concluded that this 
was a declaration of war between the two kingdoms 

Two days later, by eleven o’clock, the two diamond studs 
were flmshed, and they were such perfect imitations, so 
exactly hke the others, that Buckingham could not tell the 
new from the old, and the most practised in such matters 
would have been as completely deceived as he was, 

D T M F 
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He immediately called D Artagnan 

‘ Here,” said he to him, ‘ aie the diamond studs that you 
came to fetch , and he my witness that I have done all that 
human power could do ” 

‘ Rest assured, milord I will tell what I have seen 
But does your Giaoc mean to give me the studs without the 
casket ’ ” 

‘ The casket would only encumber you You will say that 
I keep it ” 

“ I will peiform your commission word foi word, milord ” 
And now,” losumed Buckingham, looking earnestly at 
th-' young man, “ how can I possibly requite you ’ ” 

D’Aitagnan coloured up to the eyes He saw that the duke 
was scat clung for some means to make him accept some- 
thing, and the idea that the blood of himself and his fiiends 
was about to be paid for with English gold was stiangely 
icpugiiant to him 

Lot us underatand each other, miloid,” replied B’Ai tag- 
nan. ‘ in Older that thoie may be no mistake I am in the 
SOI vice of the king and queen of Eiancc, and foim pait of 
the company of M des Essarts’s guards, who, as well as his 
biotlici-in-law, J1 de Tiev lie, is paiticulaily attached to then 
Mdjcstie-, And truly, at this moment, when there is question 
of wai, I confess to you that I see in youi Grace onlj' an 
Englishman, and, consequently, an enemy, whom I should 
have much greater plcasuic in meeting on the field of battle 
than 111 the park at Windsoi or the coindors of the Louvie 
All which, however, will not prevent me fiom executing ray 
commission in every point, c- fiom laying down my life, if 
there be need, to accomplish it, but theie is nothing in all 
this for which join Giace — personally — should thank me ” 

“ We say, ‘ Proud as a Scotchman,’ ” murmured the duke of 
Buckingham 

“ And we say, ‘ Proud as a Gascon,’ ” replied D’ Artagnan. 
‘ The Gascons aie the Soots of Prance ” 

D’Aitagnan bowed to the duke, and was retiring 
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“ And 80 you are going away I But where ’ and how ? ” 
“ That’s true ' ” 

“ Confound it ' these Frenchmen have no forethought ' ” 

“ I had foigottcn that England was an island, and that 
you were the lung of it ” 

“ Go to the port, ask for the brig ‘ Le Sund,’ and give this 
letter to the captain , ho will convey you to a little port 
where no one can possibly be on the watch for you, and where 
only fishing-smacks ordinanly run in ” 

“ What IS tlie name of that port t ” 

“ Saint-Valery , but listen On your arrival there you 
11 ill go to a mean inn, without a name and without a sign, a 
mere sailor’s lodging-house You cannot mistake it, there 
13 but one ” 

“ And then ’ ” 

“ You will ask for the host, and will repeat to him the word 
— Fonmrd ' ” 

“ Which means ’ ” 

“ En aiant , that is the pass ivoid He will give you a 
hoi so ready saddled, and will point out to you the load you 
arc to take You will find, m like manner, foui relays on 
your route. If you caie, at each of these relays, to give your 
Fans address, the foui homes mil follow you there You 
already know two of them, and you appeared to appreciate 
them like a tiue lover of horaeflesh They were those we rode, 
and you may rely upon me for the others not being inferior to 
them These horses are equipped foi the field Houever 
pioud you may be, you will not refuse to accept one of them, 
and to request your three companions to accept the others 
Besides, that is mailing wai against us The end excuses the 
means, as you Frenchmen say, docs it not 7 ” 

“ Yes, milord, I accept them,” said D’Artagnan, “ and if it 
please God, we will make good use of your gifts ” 

“ Well, now, your hand, young man , perhaps w§ shall soon 
meet on the battle-field , but, m the meantime, we shall part 
good fnends, I hope 7 ” 
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“Yes, milord, but ^rith the hope of soon becoming 
enemies ’ ” 

“ Be satisfied on that head I piomise you ” 

‘ I depend upon your «oid, nuloid ” 

D’Artagnan bowed to the duke, and quickly made his way 
to the port opposite the Towei of London He found the 
vessel that had been named to him, deliveied his Icttei to the 
captain, who, after having it signed by the warden of the poit, 
set sail at once 

Fifty vessels were waiting ready to sail 
As he was passing alongside of one of them, D’Artagnan 
fancied he peiccived on boaid the lady of Meung, the same 
whom the unknoivn gentleman had styled milady, and whom 
D’Aitagnan had thought so handsome But, thanks to the 
cmient of the nver and a fair wind, his vessel passed so 
quickly that he lost sight of her in a moment 
The next day, about five o’clock in the morning, he landed 
at Saint-Valeiy 

D’Aitagnan went instantly in search of the inn, and easily 
leoognised it by the shouts piocecding fiom it Wai between 
England and Fiance was talked of ns neai and assured, and 
sonic jolly sailors weie oaiousing over it 

D’Aitagnan made Ins way through the orow'd, approached 
the host, and pronounced the woid, “ Forward ^ ” The 
host in^itantly made him a sign to follow him, went out with 
him thiough the door which opened into the yaid, led him to 
the stable where a horse ready saddled was waiting for him, 
and asked him if he needed anything else 

“ I w ant to know the route I am to follow,” said D’Artagnan 
“ Go flora lieie to Blangy, and from Blangy to Neufohatel 
At Xcufdiatel, go to the ‘ Golden Harrow ’ inn, give the 
password to the landlord, and you will find, as you found here, 
a horse ready saddled ” 

“ Have I anything to pay 7 ” demanded D’Artagnan 
“ Eveiy thing is paid,” replied the host, “ and hberally. 
Go, then, and may God conduct you safely ” 
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“ Amen ' ” cried the young man, and set off at full gallop 
Four hours later he was in Neufchatel There he strictly 
followed the mstiuctions he had icceived At Neufchatel, as 
at Saint-Valciy, he found a saddled hoise awaiting him He 
was about to lemove the pistols fiom the saddle he had 
vacated to the one he was about to occupy, but he found the 
holsters furnished with similar pistols 
“ Youi address at Pans ’ ” 

“ Residence of the Guards, company of Des Essarts ” 

‘ Good,” leplicd the landlord 

“ Which load must I take ’ ” demanded D’Artagnan, m 
his turn 

‘ The road to Rouen , but you will leave the city on your 
right You must atop at the httle village of Ecouis in which 
there IS but one inn, the ‘ Shield of Fiance ’ Don’t condemn it 
f 1 0111 appearances , 3-011 will find a hoi sc in the stables qmte as 
good as this ” 

‘ The same passw'oid ’ ” 

‘ Exactly ” 

‘ Faiewcll, mastei ' ” 

“ A good journe}-, sii ' Do you w-ant anytlung ’ ’ 
D’Aitagnan shook hia head m iepl3% and set off at full 
speed At Scorns, the same scone was lepeated He found as 
obliging a host and as fresh a home He left his addi css as 
he had done befoie, and set oS again, at the same pace, foi 
Pontoiso At Pontoise he changed his horse foi the la'-t time, 
and at mne o’clock galloped mto the couit of M. de Tieville a 
mansion He had covered nearly sixty leagues m twelve houi s 
jM de Treville received him as if he had already seen him 
that same morning , onl3% when pressing his hand a little moie 
waimly than usual, he infoimed him that M dcs Essaitss 
company was on duty at the Louvre, and that he might 
repair to his post 

IP’ArUignan thus enables the queen to ouiunt (he cardinal, and 
ts rewarded by her with a magnificent ring He finds that 
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Madame Bonacimx hai again been ltdnappeJ by the man of 
Meting, and he sees the latter tn cloie coniersatwn nith Milady, 
He fights a duel uilh Lord Winter, Milady’s brother-in-laiv, 
secures an introduction to her, diseoiers that she is a spy of the 
cardinal’s, a branded criminal, and the faithless iiife of Athos 
He IS summoned to an interview by the cardinal ] 


CHAPTER VIII 

AU INTERVIEAV with cardinal RICHELIEU 

The usher introducpcl D’Artagnan into the piesenco of the 
cardinal and then letiicd nithout speaking a word 

The caidmal leaned lus elbow on his manusoiipt, liia check 
on his hand, and looked at the young man for a moment 
No one had a more scaiching eye than Caidmal Richelieu, 
and D Aitaunaii felt this look luii through lus veins like a 
fevci 

But ho kept a brave face, holding Ins hat in Ins hand, and 
an aitmg lus Eminence's good plcasuic mth neithei too much 
assuiaiice, nor too much humility 

‘‘Si I,” said the cardinal, “ aie you a D’Artagnan from 
Bearn ’ ’ 

‘ Yes, monseigneur,” leplied the young man 

“ If I am not mistaken theie aie scveial branches of the 
D’Aitagnans at Tarbes and its vicimty,” said the cardinal , 
“ to 11 hich do you belong ’ ” 

‘ I am the son of that D’Artagnan who served in the leh- 
gioiis 11 ai s iindci the great Kmg Hcniy, his gracious Majesti 's 
fathci ’ 

“ Ah ' yes Seven or eight months ago you started from 
your country to seek your fortune in the capital ’ ” 

“ Yes, monscigneur ” 

“You came through Meung, where something befell you, I 
don’t veiy well remember iihat, but something ” 
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“ Monseigneur,” said D’Ai-tagnan, “ this is what happened 
to me — ” 

“ No mattei, no inattei ' ” lesumed the eardmal, with a 
smile which piovod that he knew the stoiy as well as he who 
wished to lelate it “ You had a Icttei of introduction to M 
de Treville, had jou not ’ ” 

“ Yes monseigneur, but m that unfortunate affaii at 
Meung — ” 

“ The letter was lost,” replied his Eminence , “ jes, I know 
that, hut M de TieviUe is a skilful rcadei of faces, he 
knows men at first sight , and he placed you in the company 
of his brothel -m-law, M des Essarts, leaving 3-00 to hope 
that some day you w ould enter the musketeers ” 

“ Monseigneur is quite eorieetly informed,” said D’Artag- 
nan 

‘ Since that time many thmgs have happened to 3’ou 
For example, you took with your fiiends a jounicy to the 
wateis of Forges , they stopped on the wa3, but >ou went on 
The leason was veiy simple — ^30u had business m England ” 

“ Monscigncui ,” said D’Artagnan, quite confused, “I 
went — ” 

“ Hunting at Windsor or elsewheic , that coiiccins nobod3’ 
I am acquainted w'lth the cucumstances, because it is 1113’ 
business to know eveiything On your return you were re- 
ceived b3' an august personage, and I perceive with pleasure 
that 3011 preserve the souvenir she gave you ” 

D’Aitagnan placed his hand on the diamond which the 
queen had given him 

‘ The day after that, you received a visit from Cavois,” 
lesumed the cardinal , “he went to dcsiio you to call at my 
palace , 3’ou did not jiay that visit, and you w'eie wrong ” 

“ Monseigneur, I feared I had meurred your Eminence’s 
disfavour ” 

“ Hoiv could that bo, sir ’ By following the orders of your 
supenois ivith more mtelligence and courage than another 
would have done, how could you incur disfavour ivhcn 3'ou 
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deaeive piaise ’ I pumsli people who do not obey, and not 
those who, like you, obey but too nell ’ 

‘‘ In short,” continued the caidinal, “ as I have hcaid noth- 
ing of you loi sonic time, I uished to know what you were 
doing Resides, 3'ou ow e me some thanks j'ou must yourself 
have lemaiked how cciisideiatcly } ou have been ticated 111 all 
these ciiciiinstances ” 

D’Aitagnan bowed lespectfullj’ 

‘ That,” continued the caidmal, ‘ aiose not only from a 
feeling of natural justice, but also from a plan I had inaiked 
out foi you ” 

D’Aitagnan became more and moic astonished 
‘Iw'ishedto explain tlus plan to you on the day you leceivcd 
my fiist invitation , but you did not come Eoitunately 
nothing has been lost by this delaj', and now j’ou aic about 
to lieai it 8it down there, before me, Monsieui D’Artagnan , 
J'OU aie enough of a nobleman not to listen standing ” 

And the cardinal pointed with lus fingei to a chan foi the 
young man, who was so amaml that he waited foi a second 
sign fiom the caidinal befoie he obej'ed 

' You are biave. Monsieur D’Artagnan,” continued his 
Eminence, ‘ ^ou aie prudent, which is still bcttci I like 
men of head and heart Don’t be afiaid,” said he, smiling, 
“ bj men of licait I mean men of couiagc , but though you aio 
joung and have haidly entcicd on life you have powerful 
enemies , if j'oii do not take heed, thev will dcstioy j'OU ' ” 

‘ Alas ' monseigneui ' ” lephed the j'oiing man, ‘ veiy 
easilv, no doubt, foi they are strong and well supported, 
while I am alone ' ” 

' Yes, that s true But, alone as j’Ou are, you have ah eady 
done much, and will do still more, I doubt not And yet you 
need, I behevc, to be guided m the adventurous career you 
have chosen, for, if I mistake not, you came to Fans with the 
ambitious idea of makmg your fortune ” 

“ 1 am at the age of extravagant hopes, monseigneur,” said 
D’Ariagnan. 
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“ There aie no extravagant hopes save foi fools, sir, and you 
are a man of biains Non, nhat would you say to an ensign’s 
commission in my giiaids, and a company aftei the campaign 

“ Ah I monscigneui ' ” 

“ You accept, do you not ’ ” 

“ Monseigneur,” replied D’Artagnan, with an embarrassed 
air 

“ What I do you dccime ’ ” cned the cardinal, m astomsh- 
ment 

“ I am in his Majesty’s guards, monseigncui, and I have no 
reason to be dissatisfied ” 

“ But it seems to me that my guards are also lus Majesty’s 
guards, and whoever serves in a French corps serves the king ” 

“ Monscigneui, your Emmence has misunderstood my 
notds ” 

“ You want a pretext ’ I undeistand Well, a pretext you 
have Advancement, the opemng campaign, the oppoitumtj 
Mhioh I offer you, — so much foi the iioild As regards 
jouiself, the need of certain protection I luiow you are 
a man of resolution, and yoni seinces, Mcll diicctcd, instead 
of leading you to imsfoitune, might bring you great ad\ antage 
Come, reflect and decide ’ 

“ Youi goodness confounds me, inonscigneur,” replied 
D’Artagnan, “ and I lecogmse in your Eminence a generosity 
that makes me mean as an earth-worm , but since mon- 
scignoui permits me to speak fiecly — ” 

D’Artagnan paused 

“ Yes— speak ” 

“ Then I must teU your Eminence that all my fnends are 
in the king’s musketeer's and guards, and, by a most un- 
fortunate fatahty, all my enemies aie m jour Emmencc’s 
service I should, therefore, be ill received here and ill 
regarded there, if I accepted what monseigneur offers me ” 

“ Do you possibly conceive the proud idea that I do not 
offer you a place equal to your merit, sir ? ” asked the 
cardinal, with a disdainful smile 
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“ Monseignem, joui Enuncnco is a hundred times too 
Good to me , on the contraiy, I tlunk I have not yet proved 
invsclf worthy of youi goodness The siege of Rochelle is 
about to begin, monscigneur , I shall serve undei j our 
Eminence’s eye, and if I have the good fortune to conduct 
m\sclf at this siege in such a manner as to attract your 
attention, well and good ' Then I shall at least have to my 
Cl edit some biilhant exploit to ]ustify the protection with 
which you deign to honour me Evcij'thing must have its 
ow n time, monaeigneur , hereafter, peihaps, I shall hai e the 
right to give myself at present, I should appear to be selling 
nivielf.” 

That is to say, you refuse to serve me, sir," said the cardi- 
nal, in a tone of vexation, through which, however, no little 
esteem manifested itself , “ remain fiee, then, and preseive 
your hatieds and your sympathies ” 

“ Jlonseigneur — " 

‘ Well I well ' ” said the caidinal, “ I am not angry with 
j'ou, but you aie aw are it is enough for us to defend and rew aid 
our fi lends, we ow'o nothing to oui enemies , and yet 1 will 
give vou a piece of advice take good care of youiself, Mon- 
sieui D’Artagiian, foi, from the moment I withdraw my hand 
fioin > ou, I would not give an obol for your life ’’ 

■ I will try to do so, monseigneur,” replied the Gascon, with 
a fine confidence 

‘ Remember then in the future should some mischance 
happen to you,” said Richeheu pomtedly, “ that I came 
to seek you, and that I did all in my power to prevent this 
nusfortuno befalling you ’’ 

Whatever maj'- happen,” said D’Artagnan, placing his 
hand on his heait and bownng, ‘ I shall entertam an eternal 
gratitude toward your Emmence for what you are now doing 
for me ” ^ 

“ Well, let it be, then, as you have said, Monsieur H’Artag- 
nan , we shall meet again after the campaign , I will have 
my eye on you, for I shall be there,” rephed the cardinal. 
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pointing with his finger to a magnificent suit of armour he 
was to Mcar, ‘ and on our letuin, well — ^we will settle our 
account ' ” 

“ Ah ' monseigncui ' ” ciicd D Artagnan, ‘ spare me the 
weight of your disfavoui , lemam neutial, monseigneur, if 
you find that I act as a gentleman ought to act ” 

“ Young man,” said Richelieu, if I am able once agam to 
say to you w hat I have said to you to-day, I promise you to 
do so ” 

This last expression of Richelieu’s convevcd a temble 
doubt , it alaimcd D’ Artagnan moic than a threat would hare 
done, foi it was a warning The caidmal was apparently 
tning to picservc him fiom some thicatened misfoitune He 
opened his mouth to rcplj', but, with a w a\ e of lus hand, the 
caidinal dismissed him 

D’ Artagnan went out, but at the door lus heart almost 
failed him, and ho was on the 2 'omt of going back But 
Athos’s noble, stern face lecuricd to him , if he made the 
proposed coinjiact with the eaidinal, Athos would no longer 
give him lus hand, Athos would lenouncc him 

This was the fear that rcstiained him Thus pow erful is the 
influence of a tiuly great tliaiactei on all its siiiiouiichngs 
D’Aitagnan descended the same stairease by wlueh he had 
cnteied, and found Athos and the foui musketeers waiting foi 
him at the gate, and beginmng to glow uneas}- 

When they reached Athos’s lesidence. Aiamis and Poithos 
inquiied the cause of this strange intcinew , but D’Aitagnan 
confined himself to telling them that Richelieu bad sent for 
linn to propose that he should cntci his guaids with the rank 
of ensign, end that he had lefused 

“ And you were nght,” oned Aramis and Porthos, with one 
voice 

Athos fell mto a deep revene and made no remark. But 
when they were alone, he said — 

“ You have done your duty, D’ Artagnan, but yet perhaps 
you have done wrong ” 



92 THE THREE MUSKETEERS [CH. 

D’Artagnan sighed deeply, foi this voice reaxionded to a 
secret voice in his soul, iihich told him that great misfortunes 
iveie awaiting luiii 

The whole of the next day was spent in pieparations for 
the forthcoming dcpaitiiio to Rochelle D Artagnan went to 
take leave of M de Tienlle At that time it w as still believed 
that the separation of the musketeers and the guards w ould be 
only tciiiiKiiaiy, as the king was holding his paihament that 
very day, and pioposcd to set out the day aftci M de 
Trevillc contented himself with asking D Aitagnan if he could 
do anything foi him, but U’ Aitagnan answcicd that he was 
supplied with all he wanted 

That mght all the coniiades belonging to M dcs Essarts’s 
guaicls, and to M de Treville s muskctcei's. who had stiiick 
up a mutual fuciidship, met together They weie parting 
peihaps novel to iiieet again The night, thorefoie, was a 
somewhat iiotoiis one, as may be imagined, foi on such 
occasions gloomy foiebodmgs can be dispelled only by leokless 
behaviour 

At the fust sound of the moiiiing trumpet the fiicnds 
separated, the muskoteeis liastcmng to M de Tieville’s 
mansion, the guards to that of M des Essaits Each of the 
captains then led his company’ to the Louvie, w'hcio the king 
reviewed them 

The Ling was dull and appeared ill In fact, the evening 
bofoic, a fee er had seized him w hilc he w as holding pailiument. 
He had nevertheless decided on setting out that same evening, 
and, in spite of all lemonstianccs, he persisted in holding the 
review, hoping, by a vigoious effort, to conquer the disease 
w Inch w as hcginninc! to lav hold of him 

The iciiew o\ei the guaids .set foiwaid alone on then 
march, the musketeers waiting foi the king 

D’ Artagnan marched off with his company. On arnvmg 
at the Faubourg Saint-Antome, he turned round to look 
at the Baatillc Now, as he kept his eyes on the Bastille 
he did not notice Milady, who, mounted upon a hght bay 
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horae, was pointing him out to two evil-looking men who 
immediately came up to the lanks to observe him more closely. 
To their questioning looks Milady signified that he was the 
man Then, certain that there could no longei be any mistake 
in the execution of her orders, she gave spurs to her home 
and disappeared. 

The two men then followed the company, and, on leavmg 
the Faubourg Saint-Antoinc, mounted two hoiscs fully 
equipped, which a servant was holding in expectation of 
their coming 


CHAPTER IX 

AT THE SIEGE OF ROCHELLE 

The siege of Rochelle was one of the great political events 
of Louis XIII 's reign, and one of the cardmal’s great mihtary 
cntcipiibes It IS, therefore, necessaiy to say here a few 
woids about it , for many details of this siege are so 
intiiiiatcly connected with the story we have undertaken 
to relate that it is impossible to pass it over m silence 

The political ends the eardmal had m view when he under- 
took this siege iveie of the highest importance. Let us unfold 
them fiist, and then wc wall pass on to his private ends, which, 
perhaps, had not less influence on his Eminence than the 
former 

Of the important cities given up by Henry IV to the 
Huguenots as places of safety, at this penod only Rochelle 
remained But the persistent part played by the Calvinists in 
every civil icvolt, and their intrigues in time of war, made it 
desirable that the last bulwark of this dangerous sect should 
be destroyed. 

Spaniards, Enghsh and Itahan malcontents, adventurers of 
all nations, soldiers of fortune of every sect, flocked at the 
first summons to the standards of the Protestants, and 
orgamzed themselves as it were, into a vast association, the 
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varioUH branchcH of ’nhic)i ffi adiiallj' spread ovei all parts of 
Europe 

Rochelle, whieh had deiivcd a nett importance from the 
rum of the othei Calvinist cities, siaa the focus of dissension 
Moicovtr, ith port Tins the last gateuay in the kingdom of 
Franre open 1o the English, and by closing it against England, 
out ftfnial enemy, the cardinal completed the iioik of Joan 
of Are and the Due dc Guise 

But, as we half hmted beside these aims of the minister, 
TV Inch belong to history, the chiomcler is forced to recognize 
the petty ainiH of the jealous iiT-il 

Rifhelieu’s ob]( < t was not only to nd France of an encmy% 
but to avengf tiinisflf on a n\al , moreover this vengeance 
lias to he great and biilliant, and worthy m eveiv nay of a 
man iiho helil m his hand the forces of a whole kmgdom 

Bidielipu kncTv that m fighting England he vias fighting 
Buckingham — that m tnumplimg over England he would 
liiumphovii Buclunghaiii 

On hiH side, Buckingham, while pretending to maintain 
the hotioHi of England, was moved by inteiests exactly similai 
to the cHidinarH Buckmgham, also, iias pursuing a jiiiiate 
feiul iSiiii 1 ) Buckmgliam had Iwen pi evented fiom entei ing 
Fiance as an amhussadui, lie wished to enter it as a 
conqucioi 

The first advantage had been gamed by the duke of Bucking- 
ham Ainsirig unexpectedly m sight of the Isle of E6, 
with ninety vessels and ncdily twenty thousand men, he had 
buipiisid the Guiiilc de Toiiac, who commanded for the king 
in I he island, and ho hud, aftei a sanguinary^ conflict, effected a 
lanriiiig 

'rho Comte de Toirao wilhdicw into the citadel St Mai'tin 
with his garrison, and threw a hundrod men into a little fort 
called La l’r6c 

This event had hastened the cardmaTs resolution, and until 
the king and he could come to take command of the siege 
of Kfichelle, which was determined on, ho had sent the Duo 
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d’Orl^ans to diiect the first operations, and had ordered all 
the troops he could dispose of to march toward the scene 
of war Our friend D’Artagnan belonged to this detachment 
The king, as we have said, was to follow as soon as pailia- 
nient was ended But on concluding the session of parliament 
on the 28th of June, he felt himself attacked by fevei He 
was, nothwithstanding, anxious to set out , but his illness 
becoming more senous, he was obliged to stop at Villeioi 
Now, whenever the king stopped, the musketeers stopped 
The consequence was that D’Artagnan, who was still in the 
guards, found himself, for the time at least, separated fiom 
his good fnends, Athos, Aramis, and Poithos This sepaia- 
tion, which was at the moment merely a disappointment, 
w ould certainly have become a cause of senous anxiety had he 
guessed by w Iiat unknown dangeis he w as surrounded 

Ho anived, however, without accident, in the camp estab- 
lished before Rochelle, about the 10th of September, 1627 
Evciything was unchanged the Duke of Buckingham and 
his English, masters of the Isle of Ed, weie still besieging, 
though unsuccessfully, the citadel of St Martin and the fort of 
La Free , and hostilities with Eochelle had begun, two or 
thico days before, in the Mcimty of a foit which the Due 
cVAngoulcme had just built near the city 
The guaids, undei M des Essarts’s command, took up then 
quaiteis at the Minimcs 

Blit, as we know, D’Artagnan, preoccupied by his ambition 
of gaining admission into the musketeers, had formed but few 
fiiondships among hia comrades He found himself isolated, 
and given over to his own reflections His reflections were 
not cheerful During the two yeais he had been in Paws, by 
mixing m pubhc affairs, he had made a great enemy of the 
cardinal, before whom the most powerful nobles of the 
kingdom, even the kmg himself, trembled. That man had 
the power to crush him, and yet he had not done it To a 
mind so qmck as D’Artagnan’s, this forbearance seemed a 
light affording a glimpse of a better future 
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And then he had made anothei enemy , not so mueh to 
be feaied, but novel theless, he instinctively felt not to be 
despised this onomj' ivas Milady 

Tine he had acquired the queen a protection and good-vnll , 
blit the queen’s good mil was, just then, an additional cause 
foi pel sedition, and hei 2)rotcction ue know, iias of little 
avail, judging fioiii the fate of Madame Bonacioux 

One solid gain indeed uas his, the diamond, worth five or 
SIX thousand livies, nhich he nore on his finger, hut even 
this diamond, supposing that D’Artagnan, in his ambitious 
piojects, mshed to keep it, as a lemindci of the queen’s 
giatitude, had not, at thetmoment, since he couid not pait 
mth it, anj- nioie value tSifn the pebbles he trod under his 
feet \Vc saj' than the jicbbles he tiod under his feet, for 
D Aitagnan made these leficctions uhilc walking alone along 
a pietty little load leading fiom the camp to the village of 
Angoutin Now, these reflections had led him faitliei than 
he intended, and the day uas lieginnmg to decline, uhen. in 
the last raj s of the setting sun, he thought he saw a nniskct- 
bairel glitteimg behind a hedge 

D’Artagnan had a quick eye and leady mt He icalized 
that the musket had fiht conic theie of itself and that he ulio 
cai 1 led it had not concealed himself behind a hedge mth any 
friendly intentions He determined, therefore, to give it as 
mde a beitli as he could, when behind a lock on the opposite 
side of the road, he perceived the muzzle of another musket- 
baiiel 

It was evidently an ambuscade 

The young man cast a glance at the first musket, and with 
.1 eeitain degiee of anxiety saw that it w as levelled in his diiec- 
tion , but as soon as he pciccivcd that the mouth of the barrel 
was motionless, he threw himself flat on the ground , at the 
same instant the gun was fired, and ho heard a ball whistle 
over his head 

No time was to bo lost D’Artagnan sprang up with a 
bound, and at the same instant the ball from the other musket 
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tore up till stones at tlic veil place on the load nlieic he had 
thionn liimsclf face to the "lound 

D’Artagn.in si as not one ot those uselessly biave men who 
seek a iiclitiiloiis death, in oidei that they may win the 
loputation of iieiei haijiiir fnicn uav hcfoic an enemy, 
besides, coinage iiaa out of the qiics>tion non ho had fallen 
into a tiap 

“ Should theio be a tluid shot,” said he to himself ‘ I am 
a lost man ’ 

And iminodiatch , takinir to his heels, he lan touaid the 
camp iMth the sisiftness of the young min ot his iimntiy, bo 
leiiouned foi then agility, but gicat as uas Ins speed, 
the man who had first filed, having had time to reload, 
filed a second shot, so w ell aimed this time that the bullet 
stmek his hat and earned it ten paces fiom him 

Howeiei, as D’Aitagnan had no othei hat, he picked up 
this as he lan, and ami oil at his quaiters, vciy pale and quite 
out of bieatli He sat down without sajmg a woid to any- 
body, and began to leflect 

This Hint might liaie been the pioduct of one of three 
causes 

The hist and the most natuinl was that it miglit be an 
ambuscade of the Kocliellais, who would not be soiiy to kill 
one of Ills Majesty’s guaids , first because thcio would be one 
enemy less, and also because this enemy might have a wcll- 
fuinished piiise in his pocket 

D Alt agnail took his hat, examined the hole made by 
the bullet, and shook his head The ball was not a 
musket-ball, it was an aiquebuse-ball It could not, then, 
be a mihtaiy ambuscade, as the ball was not of the legulation 
si/c 

It might be a kind remembrance of the cardmal’s. It will 
be remembered that at the very moment when, owing to the 
blessed ray of the sun, he perceived the gun-barrel, he was 
tbmking with astomshment on his Eminence’s forbearance 
towaiils him. 
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But D’Aitagnan shook his head Foi people against whom 
he had only to stietch out lus hand, hi» Euuiience had rarely 
recouise to such moans 

It might be a vengeance of Milady’s 
That lias the most piobable ' 

He vainly tiled to lemcmbei the faces oi dress of the assas- 
sins , he had lun away so swiftly that he had not had leisure 
to notice any thinit 

“ All I my pool fiiends ' ” murmuied D’Artagnan , “ ivheie 
are you ’ How sadly I need you ' ” 

D’Artagnan iiassed a veiv bad night Three oi fom times 
he slaitcd up imaaiiiing that a man was appioaclims lus bed 
to stab him Xcveitheless, day dawned without am un- 
tow aid event 

But D’.Artagnaii icali/ed that what was defciied was not 
foi gotten He icmaincd all day in his quarters, assigning to 
himself the icason that the weather was bad 
At nine o'clock the next iiiotning, the drums beat the salute 
The Due d Oilmans was inspecting the posts The guaids lan 
to then arms, and D’Aitagnan took his jilace in the midst of 
Ins comiades 

Monsieiii passed along the fiont of the line Then nil the 
supciior olhcms aj)]iioachcd him to pay him then comiiliments 
M dcs E-sai Is, cajitam of the guaids, among the rest 

A moment latci D’Aitagnan imagined that M. des Essarts 
made him a sign to call him He w aited foi anothei indication 
fiom his siipeiioi, for fear he might be mistaken , but when 
this sign w'as repeated, he left the ranks, and advanced to 
receive his ordeis 

“ Monsieur is about to ask for some gallant men foi a dan- 
gerous mission hut one that w,ll do honour to those w ho shall 
accomphsli it, and I made you a sign in order that you might 
hold yourself in readiness ” 

“ Thank you, sir ' ” repbed D’Artagnan, who desired 
nothing better than to distinguish himself m the lieutenant- 
genei al’s eyes 
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It appeared that the Rochcllaw had made a soitie duiing 
the night, and had ictakcn a ba&lion which the lojal army 
had gained possession of two dajs bcfoie , the point was, to 
asccitain, by itconnoitiing, how stiongH the enemy wiere 
guarding this bastion 

Aftei a few minutes, Monsiem laised his s oice and said 
“ I want three oi foui volunleeis foi this mission, led by a 
tiusty man ” 

“The tiusty man I ha\e at hand, monseigncui,” said 
M dcs Essaits. pointing to D’Artagnan , “ and foi the four 
01 file lolunteeis, inonseigneui has but to make his intentions 
known, and the men will not be wanting ” 

‘ Foul gallant men who will iisk being killed with me ' ” 
said D Aitagnan, laisiiig his sword 
Two of Ins comiades of the guaids immediately sprang 
foiwaid, and two othei soldieis at once joined them, so 
D Aitagnan declined all otheis, as he was unwilling to 
injuie the chances of those who came foiwaid fiist 

It was not known whethei, aftei taking the bastion, the 
RochelUis had eiacuated it oi left a gaiiison in it , and the 
object was to examine the place and asceitain this 

D’Aitagnan set out with his foui companions, and pio- 
ceeded along atiench , the two guaidsmcn niaiched abreast 
with him, and the two soldicis followed behind 

Scieencd by the leietemeni, they came within a hundred 
paces of the bastion Theie, on turning loiind, D’Aitagnan 
peiceived that the two soldieis had disappeaied 
He thought that they had stayed behind fiom feai, and so 
he continued to advance 

At the turning of the counteiscaip they found themselves 
within about sixty paces of the bastion 
No one was to be seen, and the bastion seemed abandoned 
The thiee men were deliberating whether to proceed any 
farther, when suddenly a circle of smoke enveloped the bastion, 
and a dozen balls came whistling round D’Artagnan and his 
two companions 
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Tlicv knew wliat thc\ wanted to know the bastion eias 
guaided A longct ■'ta\ in this dangeious sjiut would thcie- 
foie lia\c been ii-.ek-slj inipiudent D’Aitagnan and his two 
coninanioiia tinned then backs, and beat a hasty lelieat 

On aiiiMiiff at the angle of the tieneh whith was to sene 
them as a lampait, one of the guaidsiucn fell , a ball hud 
passed tliiough his bie.ist The othei kept on Ins waj to 
tamp 

O’Aitagiian was unwilling to abandon his companion thus, 
and stooped down to laisc lum and assist him in legamiii!: the 
hilts hut at tills inoment two shots were filed, one ball 
stiutk tlie usul (ii die aliedtlj woundtd giiaidsiiian, and the 
other llattentd itselt against a lotk, aftei passing within two 
111' lies of D’Ai tagnan 

The jomig man luinod qiiukti lound, f"t Ihis aitaek tonld 
not tome iiom the baslion, whith v is ni<iskeil hj the angle of 
the tiencli The idea of the two solUicis who had abandoned 
him ottinit'd to his uiiud and itimmled him of the assassins 
of two evenings befoie So he itsolved tins tiiiio to satisfy 
himself on this jioint, ami tell on his coiiiiadt s body as though 
he wcio dead 

He instantly saw two heads ajipear above an abandoned 
eaithwoik, willim thiitv pacts of him , they weie the heads 
ol his two soldieis H’Aitagnaii had not been mistaken 
these two iiitn had only followed him foi the puipose of 
assassinating him, expecting that the young man’s death 
would he placed to the enemy’s account 

J 3 ut, as ho might be merely wounded, and might accuse them 
of their oiirae, they came up to him with the purpose of mak- 
ing suie of him J'’oituua< ely, dcceiccd by D’Artagnans 
tilth, tliey neglected to leload then guns 

When they wcie within ten paces of him, D’Artagnan, who 
in falling had taken great care not to let go his sword, sud- 
denly got up, and with one leap came upon them. 

The assassins realized that if they fled toward the camp 
w ithout killing then man, they w ould he accused by him , 
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SO thev irainediatclv decided to desert to the enc iiv One of 
them took his gun by the liaiicl and, using it as a club, 
aimed a tciiililc hlun at DAilagnaii. who avoided it by 
si’iingiiig to one side, but bv this inoiciiunt he left a free 
passage to the bandit, mIio at once daiLed oil toNiaid the 
bastion As the Roclicllais who guaidcd the bartiou weio 
igiioiant of the intentions of the man they saw coining tonaid 
them, tliei’ fiied at him, and he fell, stiuck bj- a ball nhich 
broke liis shoiildei 

Jlcantiiiie. DLAil.-igiian had thioini himself on the otlici 
soldiei, attacking him nith his snoid, the stiugclc did not 
last long , the n letch had nothing to defend himself with but 
his dischaigcd aiqucbuse , the gnaidsman’s swoid slipped 
down the haiitl of the now useless weapon, and pierced the 
thigh of the assassin, who fell 

D’Aitagnan iminediately placed the point of the weapon at 
his throat 

Oh, do not kill me ' ‘ ciicd ihe bandit “ Paidon pardon, 
sii, and I will tell you all ' ’ 

Ts voui secret impoitant enough foi me to spaie your life, 
I wondei ’ ’ asked the young man, wuthholdmg his aim 
' Yes ' if you think evistcnco woith anything to a man of 
twenty'- two, handsome and biave, who has every tlung to hope 
foi, as you have ” 

“ Wietch ' ” cned D’Artagnan, “ listen, speak quickly ' 
Who employed you to assassinate me ’ ” 

A woman whom I don t know, but who is called Milady ” 
“ But if you don’t know this woman, how do you know her 
name ’ ” 

‘ My comiade knew' hei, and called her so , she made the 
baigain with him, and not with me ; he has at this moment 
in his pocket a letter from her, which should be of great im- 
portance to you, judging by what I have heard ” 

“ But how are you concerned m this ambuscade ? ” 

‘'He pioposed to me to undertake it with him, and I 
agreed ” 
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“ And how much did she give you foi this fine enterprise ’ ” 
“ A bundled louis ” 

“ A good enough reward ' ” said the young man, laughing , 
“ she evidently thinks I am worth something ' A hundred 
louis ' Well, that was a temptation for two miserable 
eieatures like you , so I understand you accepted it, and I 
grant 3’ou mv pardon , but on one conchtion ' ” 

‘ What IS that ’ ” said the soldier, uneasy at pcicciving that 
all was not ovci 

“ That vou go and fetch me the letter your comrade has in 
Ilia potket ” 

‘ Why,” cued the bandit, ‘ that is onl}- another way of kill- 
ing me How can you desire me to go and fetch that letter 
under fire fiom the bastion “> ” 

” Nevertheless j'ou must make up your mind to go and 
fetch it, or I swear you shall die by my hand ’ 

‘ Pa. don ' air, lia'-c pitv on me ' ’ cried the bandit, throw- 
ing luinsclf on his knees and leaning on his hand, foi he began 
to grow weak through loss of blood 

*• I must have that letter,” said D’Artagnan , ‘ so no moie 
dclaj , no more hesitation , or else, how evei much I may dis- 
li ke soiling my sw oid a second time v ith the blood of a wretch 
like 3 oil, I swear on the faith of an honourable man — ” 

And at these words D’Artagnan made such a threaterang 
gesture that the wounded man sprang up 

‘ Stop, stop ' ” cried he, legainmg courage from very terror, 
‘ I w ill go — I will go ' ” 

D’Aitagnan took the soldier’s arguebuse, made him go 
on befoie him, and drove him towards his companion by 
piickmg him on with his sword from behind 
It was a fiightfiil thing to see this unfoitunate being, leav- 
ing a long track of blood on the ground he passed over, pale 
with approaching death, trying to drag himself along, without 
being seen, to his accoinphce's body, which lay at twenty paces 
fiom him 

Tenor was so strongly painted on his face, which was 
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covered \nth a cold sweat, that D’Artagnan took pity on him, 
and casting on him a look of contempt — 

“ Well,” said he, “ I will show you the difference between 
a man of true courage and a coward, stay, I will go ” 

And, with a light step, an ej'e on the watch, observing the 
movements of the enemy and taking advantage of all the aid 
affoided by the nature of the ground, D’Artagnan succeeded 
in leaching the second soldier 

Theic weie two means of attaining his object to search 
him on the sp^t, oi to carry him aw ay, making a buckler of lus 
body, and then search him in the ticnch 

D’Aitagnan pieferxed the second means, and hfted the 
assassin on lus shoulders at the very moment the enemy fired 
A slight shock, the dull thud of three balls penetrating the 
flesh, a last cry, a convulsion of agony, pioved to D’Artagnan 
that the man who had just tned to assassinate him had saved 
his life 

D’Aitagnan regained the trench, and threw the body down 
by the wounded man, who was as pale as death 

He instantly began the search a leather pocket-book, a 
purse containing, evidentlj, a part of the sum which the bandit 
had leceived, a dice-box and dice, formed the dead man’s 
heiitage 

He left the box and dice where they fell, flung the purse to 
the wounded man, and eagerly opened the pocket-book 
Among some unimportant papers he found the following 
letter, the letter which he had gone to fetch at the risk of his 
life 

“ Since you have lost track of that woman, and she is now 
in safety in the con\ent, which you should nevoi have allow'ed 
her to leacli, try, at least, not to miss the man , if you do, you 
know that my hand reaches far, and that you shall repay me 
very dearly the hundred louis you have had of me.” 

Ho signature Nevertheless it was plam the letter came 
from Milady He kept it, therefore, as a piece of evidence 
and as he w'as m safety behind the angle of the trench, he 
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began to question the ivoiiikIoiI man He ^c)n^(^■^l(l tliat I’e 
had undeitakcn. iiith Ins coiniade, the m.iii J^l^t Ivilled, to 
abduct a I'ounc woiiuin about to leaie Pans bv tlu L.i t’lllette 
gate, but haling stopped to dunk at an inn, tliei had 
missed the eaiiiapo bv ten minutes 

‘ Bill 11 hat iieie lou to haie done iiith tlie iioinan ' 
asked D’Aitagnan, in gieat agilation 

“ tVe iieic to hail conitiid hei to a house m the Place 
Royale,” said the iiounded man 

‘ Yes ' yes ' ” muiniured D’Aitagnan , “ that’s the place , 
jril.T'v’s oiin lesidenoe ' ” 

Thill till voiiii', mill shnddeinur felt iihat a leiiible Ihii't 
foi vcnt'eanie impelled this iioman to destiov hiiii as uell as 
those ivho loied him and hoii uell at qiimiili'il -lie iiiiisl be 
iiitli (he sO.i'i , Ilf the eouit sime she had disioieied all this 
Deubtless slu oiicd this infoiinalion lo the taidiiial 
But he also peiieiicd, iiith a lethiv' of gemime joi, (hat 
(he rpiiiii must li.in at last di'ioieied Hie pii-on in iihich 
poor Madame Boiiac leiiv iias expiating hci del otion and that 
she liad fiecd hei fioni that juison 
This thought completelv lestoicd his iialiiinl kinrlness of 
l'iai( lie tuiiied to the iiounded man, iilio had Hatched 
v nil intiii'c ai'-\i(lv all the laiiing e\pics»ions of his couii- 
tciidiiLc, and holdiiur out his aim to him — 

Come,” said lie, ' I mil not abandon you thus Lean 
upon me, and let us leturn to camp ” 

Yes,” said the man, ivho could scarcelv believe in such 
magnanimity, ‘ but is it not to have me hanged > ” 

“ You have my iioid,” said he , “ for the second time I give 
1 ou voiii hie ” 

The Hounded man sank upon his knees, and again kissed 
his pieservoi's feet, but D’Artagnan, who no longer had a 
motive for staying so near the enemy, cut short the evidences 
of his gratitude 

The guardsman who had returned at the first discharge had 
annoiinoed the death of his four conipamons Theie was 
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therefore much astonishment and clelipht in the leginiciit uhen 
the young man uas seen coming hack safe ard sound 

D’Aitasnan exjilaiiHd tlie snoid uoiincl of his companion 
b}' a soitie nliich he inMiited He told of the olhei soldiei's 
death and the penis lliej had encoimtcicd dhc stoij of hia 
exploit bi ought him no little fame The whole aiiny talked 
of the expedition tor a whole day, and Monsicui sent him his 
oompliments on it 

Moieovei, as evei3’ gieat action bungs its own lewaid, 
D’Aitagiians lesultcd in Ins icgammg the peace of mind he 
had lost He now belies cd tliat he might indulge in a 
feeling of seeuiity since one of his tw o enemies w as killed, 
and the othei devoted to his interests 
This feeling of seounty only proved that D’Artagnan did 
not j'et know Milady 


CHAPTEE X 

THE AXJOU WIXE 

Ar fiist a repoit leached the camp that the state of tlie king’s 
health was almost hopeless, but this was soon followed by the 
new'S of his convalescence , and it was said that, as he W'as 
very anxious to be at the siege in peison, he would set forward 
as soon as he could mount a horse 

In the meantime, Monsieur, who knew' that he might bo 
superseded m his command at anv moment by the Duo 
d’Angoulome, oi Bassompierre, or Schomberg, who wore all 
eager foi the post, did but httlc, wasted his time m idle 
experiments, and dared not risk any great enterprise to 
drive the English from the Isle of Re, wheic they still 
besieged the citadel St Martm and the fort of La Pide 
Meanwhile, the French were still besieging Rochelle 

D’Artagnan, as we have said, had become more tranquil , 
he felt uneasiness only at not hearing from his three fiicnds 
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But one morning early in November everything was ex- 
plained to him by the following lettei, dated fiom Villeroi 

“ MoNSIEUK D’ARTA.G5rAN 

‘ MM Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, after giving an enter- 
tainment at mj' house and having a veiy gay time, oieated 
such a distill banco that the provost of the castle, a very strict 
man, has had them uiidci ancst foi some days , but I fulfil 
the oidci they have given me, by forwarding to you a dozen 
bottles of my Anjou wine, with which they are much taken , 
they aic desirous that you should dnnk to their health in their 
faiomitc lime 

‘ I hai 0 accoidmglv done so, and am, sii, with great respect, 
“ Your veiy humble and obedient seivaiit. 

“ Code lu, 

“ Steward of the Musketeers ” 

“ That’s good ' ” cried D’Artagnan , “ they think of me m 
then pleasures, as I thought of them m ray troubles Well, 
I Mill certainly drink to their health with all my heart, but I 
will not dunk alone ” 

And D’ Aitagnan went to seek two guardsmen w ith M horn he 
had foimcd a closer intimacy than with the otheis, to invite 
them to dunk with him this delicious Anjou wine which had 
just been sent to him from Villeioi 

One of the two guardsmen was engaged that evening, and 
the other foi the next So the meeting was fixed for the day 
aftci that 

D’Artagnan, on his return, sent the twelve bottles of wine 
to the mess-ioom of the guards, enjoimng that great caie 
should be talcen of it At mne in the moming of the dai 
ajipointed, the dinner being fixed for twelve o’clock, D’Artag- 
nan sent Planchct to assist m making the preparations 

Flanchet, very proud of being raised to the digmty of butler, 
determined, like an intelligent fellow, to superintend every- 
thing himself, and with this object called m to assist him the 
lackey of one of his master’s guests, named Eourreau, and 
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the pretended solcher who had tned to kill D’Artagnan, and 
who, belonging to no corps, had been in D’Artagnan’s service, 
or rather Planchet’s, evei since D’Artagnan had saved his 
life 

At the hour fixed for the banquet, the tuo guests arnved, 
took their places, and the dishes weie placed on the table 
Planchet waited, napkin on aim, while Fouircau uncoiked 
the bottles, and Bnsemont, as the convalescent was named, 
carefully poured into glass decanters the wine, which seemed 
to be rather muddj' after the joltings of the journey As 
the first bottle of this wine was a little thick at the bottom, 
Bnsemont poured the dregs mto a glass, and D’Aitagnan 
allowed him to dnnk it, for the poor wretch had not as yet 
much strength 

The guests, after dunking their soup, were on the point of 
raising the fiist glass of wine to their lips, when suddenly the 
cannon loaied from Port Louis and Fort Neuf Instantly 
the guardsmen, imagining this was the signal of some unex- 
pected attack, either by the besieged oi the English, snatched 
up then aw Olds , D’Artagnan, not less eager than they, did 
the same, and all three ran out, to repair to their posts 

But scaiccly were they out of the mess-ioom, when they 
learned the cause of the noise cnes of “ Hurrah foi the king ' 
hurrah for the cardinal ' ” were lesounding on eveiy side, and 
drums weie beating in all directions 

It appeared that the king had in his impatience made a 
forced march, and had just amved with all his household 
and a reinforcement of ten thousand troops. His musketcei's 
rode in front of him and behmd him D’Artagnan, standing 
with his company drawn up m hne, saluted with an expiessii e 
gesture his fnends, whom he followed with his eyes, and 
M. de TrdviUe, who instantly recognized him. 

The ceremony of reception over, the four fnends were soon 
in one another’s arms. 

“ By Jove ' ” cried D’Artagnan, “ you could not have 
arrived more opportunely , the dinner cannot have had time 
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to cool — can it gentlemen ’ ” .KUl''fl tlio young man turning 
to the tivo guaidsmcn y lioni he intioduced to liis ti lends 
‘ Ah' ha'” said Poithos , “so it seems ye wcie 
feasting ' ” 

Is tlicic aii3' dnnkable mne in j'om hut ’> ” asked Athos 
“ Why I theie is youi own, inv diai tiiend, ’ rephed 
D’Ailagnan 

“ Oui lime ' ' osdninicd Athos, in astomshment 
“ Yes, the nine lou sent me ” 

“ire sent I’ou ii ino ’ ’’ 

‘ Yes inii 1 non ivhet 1 mean the nine fiom the vine- 
j’aids of Anjou 

“ Yes, I knoii iei3‘ iiell the nine you mean ’ 

‘ The 11 me i ou like ” 

l)oul)tl''ss, iilitii I can get neither cliampagne noi bur- 
gundy ” 

“ Well ' m the absence of champagne and limgundv j'ou 
must bo sati-jficd ivnli this ” 

“And so lie liaio become connoisseurs, and have had 
some Anjou nine sent us, haie we ’ ” exchiimed Poi thus 
‘ Xo it is the lime that was sent me iiith join compli- 
ments ” 

‘ With oiir conipliments ’ ’ exclaimed the thiee musketeers 
‘ Did J’OU send this wine, Araims ’ ” said Athos 
“ Xo , and j'ou, Poitlios ’ ” 

‘ Xo , and j'ou, Athos ’ ’ 

“ Xo I ” 

“ Well, but if it lias not you, it was your steward,” said 
D’Artagnan 

‘ Our steii ai d ' ” 

‘‘Yes, j'oui steward, Godeau, the stew aid of the 
musketeers ” 

“ ’Pon my word ' never mind where it comes from.” said 
Porthos , “ let us taste it, and if it is good, let us dnnk it ” 

“ No,” said Athos, “ don’t drink wine which comes from an 
unknown souice ” 
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“ You aie light, Atlioa,” said D’Artagnan “ Rid none of 
you oidci Godeaii to send ine wine ’ ” 

“No ' and let joii saj he has sent you some with oui 
coinplinienls '' ’ 

“ Heie IS Ins kttci,’ said R’Aitagnan, and lie exhibited the 
note to his coiniadcs 

“ That IS not lus wilting ' ’’ said Athos , “ 1 know it 
Before we left Villeioi, I settled the accounts of our 
mess ’ 

‘ It IS a foiged lettei,” said Poithos , “ we have not been 
under aiiest ’ 

‘ R Aitagiian,” said Araiius, in a lepioachful tone, “how 
could you believe that we had made a distuibanee ’ ” 

R’ Ai tagnan gi ew pale, and a convulsive trembling shook all 
his limbs 

‘ Thou alaiiiicst me ' ” said Athos, who nevei used thee and 
thou but upon %eiy paiticulai occasions, “what has hap- 
pened ' ’ 

‘ Hasten ' hasten ' fiiends ' ” cried R’Artagnan ; “ a 

hoiiible suspicion ciosses iiij mind ' Can this be another 
vengeance on that woman’s part ' ” 

Athos now turned pale 

R’Artagnan rushed towards the mess-ioom, the thice 
musketeers and the two guards following him 

The fiist object that met R’Aitagnan’s eyes, on entenng the 
dining-room, was Biiseniont, stretched on the giound and 
rolling about in hoiiible convulsions 

Flanchet and Fouireau, pale as death, were trymg to relieve 
him , but it was plain that all assistance was useless — all the 
features of the dying man were distoited m his stiugglc agauist 
death 

“ Ah ' ” oned he, perceiving R’Artagnan, “ ah ' it is fnght- 
ful ' You pretend to pardon me, and you poison me ' ’’ 

“ I,’’ cried R’Artagnan, “ I, wretched man ' What do you 
mean ’ ’’ 

“ I say that you gave me the wine, I say that you told me 
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to dunk it, I s.iy jou ■nislied to a^cngp j ourself on mo, and I 
say that it is liouiblc ' ” 

Do not think so, Biisomont ” said D’Aitagnan , “ do not 
think so , I SMcai to i on, I piotest — ’ 

‘ Oh I but God 16 abo\e' God ivill punish vou ' God 
grant that you may one day suffei -nhat I suffoi ' ” 

“ [ sncar to j'ou,’ said D Aitasnan, thron ing himself down 
by the dsinfl, man, that I did not know the wine w'as 
lioisoned, and I was going to dunk it as you did ” 

‘ T do not believe jon " eiied the soldier 
And he evpiied in still moie fcaiful torments 
‘ Erightful I fiightfiil ' ” niui mined Athos, while Rorthos 
biokc tlio bottles and Araiiiis gave oidcis, a little too late to 
send foi a confessor 

‘ Oh I iiij fiicnds, ’ said D'Artagnan, “ you come once 
iiioie to save my life, not only mine, but the lives of these 
gentlemen Gentlemen,” contmued he, addressing the guaids- 
nien, I icmust that you will say nothing about this ndven- 
tuio , gloat peisouages may have had a hand in what ion 
have seen, and if talked about, the evil W’ould onh iccoil 
on us ” 

‘ All ' sii ' ” stammered Planchet, more dead than alive, 

‘ ah ' 611 ' what a nariow escape T have had ' ” 

“ How, sinah ' so you wcic going to dnnk my wine, w-ere 
you I ” 

“ To the king’s health, sir , I was going to dunk a small 
glass of it, if Eouireau had not told me some one was calling 
me ” 

“ Alas I ” said Fouircau, whose teeth chattered with teiror, 
‘ J wanted to get him out of the way that I might hare a 
dunk by myself ” 

‘ Gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, addressing the guardsmen, 
” you will easily see that a feast will be a very melancholy 
affair, after what has just taken place ; so I beg you to accept 
my excuses, and to put off the party till another day ” 

The two guardsmen courteously accepted D’Artagnan’s 



X] 


THE ANJOU WINE 


111 


excuses, and perceiving that the four fnends dcsiied to be 
alone, they letiied 

The young guardsman and the three musketeers, left to 
themselves, looked at each other with an expression which 
plainly indicated that they all icalizcd the scnousness of 
the situation 

“ In the first place,” said Athos, “ let us leave this room , a 
dead man, especially the victim of a violent death, is not 
agreeable company ” 

“ Planchet,” said D Aitagnan, “ 1 commit this pooi wretch’s 
body to j 0111 caie Let hiiii be mteiied in holj ground. He 
committed a ciime, it is true, but he repented of it ” 

And the four fnends left the room Planchet and Fourreau 
undertook the duty of pcifoiming the funeral ceremonies for 
Bnseniont 

The manager gave them another room, and served them with 
boiled eggs, whilst Athos went himself to diaw watei at the 
spi mg In a few words Poithos and Aramis w eie infoniied of 
all that had occurred 

“ Well, ’ said D’Artagnan to Athos, “ you sec, deai friend, 
that it IS w ar to the death ' ” 

Athos shook hi- head 

“ The fact is we cannot lemain like tins, with a swoid hang- 
ing eternall}’’ ovei our heads,” said Athos , “we must get out 
of this position ” 

‘ But how ’ ■’ 

“ Listen tiy to have an interview with her, and make an 
agreement with her , say to her • * Whether it be peace or 
war, I give you my word of honour as a gentleman never to 
say anything about you, never to do anything against you 
You, on yoiii part, must take a solemn oath to lemam neutral 
towards me If not, I will apply to the chancellor, I will 
apply to the king, I will apply to the hangman, I will move 
the eourts against you, I will denounce you as branded, I will 
bring you to trial, and if you are acquitted — ^well, on the word 
of a gentleman, I will kill you as I would a mad dog ’ ” 
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“I like the scheme Mell onciii"h '.ml I) Ai l.ien.in, “but 
hon to moot hei ’ 

“ Time, deal fiicri.l time bims?! o^)l)OItmlU^ tlif inoieAic 
venture, the moie ve gain, when we kiion how to wait ’ 

‘ Yes, but to wait suiiounded bi assassins and poisoneisi ” 
“ Bah ' ” said Athos, ‘ (tod lias piesened us liitlieito, (tod 
will piescno us still ” 

‘ Yes, he has , bc'idca we aie men, and all things con- 
sideied, it is oui business to risk oui hves , but she — ” he 
added in an undeitone 

‘ She ' who ' ” asked Athos 
‘ Mada-iio I3 jii.vsK’U\ ’ 

‘ Ah ' that s tiue, ’ said Athos , ‘ I had foruotten hci ’ 
“M’dl, ’ said Aiamis, “but base tou not haiiied by the 
lettci \ oil found on chc dead assassin that she is iii a convent ’ 
One may bo very oorafoi table in a convent , and as soon as 
the siege of Rochelle is ovei, I pioimse tou, as fai as I am 
conctincd — ” 

‘ Well,” said Poithos, “ it appeal's to mo that theic is a 
teiy simiile way ’ 

“ ^Yhat ? ” asked O’Aitagnan 
Y'ou say she is in a convent ’ ” leplicd Poithos 
‘ Yes” " 

‘ Well, as soon as the siege is over, tve’Il cany her off from 
that convent ’ *■ 

‘ But we must find out what convent she is in ” 

‘ You aie light,” said Porthos 

‘ I think I have it,” said Athos “ Do you not believe, 
D’Aitagnan, that it is the queen who has selected the convent 
foi lu'i ' ” 

‘ Ai kj,t I imagine so ” 

‘ Then, ’ said ^amis, “ I take upon myself to get news of 
her” 

“ You, Aramis ' ” cned the three fnends , “ how ’ ” 

“ By the queen’s almoner, ivith whom I am veiy intimately 
acquainted ” 
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And with this assuiance, the four friends, ha-ving finished 
their modest lepast, scpaialcd, pioinisiiig to meet again that 
evening , D’Aitagnan letuined to the Jlininies, and the three 
musketeeiB icpaiied to the king’s quaiteis, vheie they had to 
prepare their lodging 

\In a lonely tavern, culled “ The Infidel ” Atkos overhears 
Cardinal Richelieu commission Milady to persuade the Diike of 
Buckingham to withdraw the English expedituyn from Rochelle, 
and, I n the eient of his rejusal to do so, to accomplish his death 
In return. Milady demands the assassination of D’Ariagnan 
On the cardinal's departure from the tavern Athos confronts 
Milady, threatens her with death if any harm befalls ITArtagnan, 
and extorts from her a paper that the cardinal had given her. 
He then siijjers her to leave Jor England on her mission to the 
duke ] 


CHAPTER XI 

THE WAGER 

On rejoining his three friends, U'Artagnan found them 
assembiflil in the same room Athos was meditatmg, Porthos 
was twirhng his moustaches, Aiamis was reading prayers out 
of a charming little book of methtations, bound in blue velvet 

“ By Jove ' gentlemen,” said he, “ I hope what you have 
to tell me is worth the trouble , or else, I warn you, I will not 
pardon you for making me come here instead of getting a little 
rest, after a mght spent in taking and dismantling a bastion. 
Ah ' why were you not there, gentlemen ? It was warm 
work ” 

“ We were in a place where it was not very cold ' ” rephed 
Porthos, giving his moustache the peculiar twirf that was his 
habit 

“ Hush ' ” said Athos 

DIM. H 
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“ Oh ' ho I ” said D’Aitagnan, comprehending the mus- 
keteer’s slight frow n , ‘ it appeal's theie is something new in 
hand ” 

“ Aramis,” said Athos, “ you went to breakfast the day 
befoie yesterday at the Infidel tavein, I believe ” 

“ Yes ” 

“ How did 3’oii faie ’ ” 

“ I had but little to eat , the day before yesterday was a 
fast-day, and the3’ had nothing but meat ” 

“ What ' ” said Athos , “ no fish at a scapoit ’ 

“ The3' sa3’,” said Aiamis, resuming his pious rending, that 
the d3'ke w'hicli the caidinal is making drives them all out 
into the open sea ” 

“ But that IS not quite what I asked you,” replied Athos , 
“I Mant to know if 3‘ou ueic left alone, and nobod3 intci- 
rupted 3-ou ” 

“ Why, I think there weie not man3’ iiitrudei’S , 3'cs, Athos, 
I know what 3-00 mean , we shall do veiy well at the Infidel ” 
“ Let us go to the Infidel, then , foi here the walls aie like 
sheets of paper ” 

D’Artagnan, who was accustomed to his friend’s mannci 
of acting, and perceived imracdiatcW by a woid, a gestuie, or 
a sign fiom him that tlungs were senous, took Athos s arm, 
and w ent out w ith him without saying a word , Poithos 
followed, chatting with Aramis 

On their way they fell in -with Gnmaud , Athos beckoned 
him to come with them , Gnmaud, as usual, silentU- obc}'ed , 
the poor lad had by this time almost forgotten how to speak 
When they arrived at the tap-room of the Infidel it was 
seven o’clock in the morning, and day had broken , the thiec 
fiiends oidcrcd bicakfast, and went into a room in which, the 
host said, they w'ere not likely to be disturbed 

Unfortunately, the hour was badly chosen for a pnvate con- 
ference , reveille had just been sounded , every one was 
shaking off the drowsiness of mght, and, to dispel the humid 
morning air, came to take a glass at the bar . dragoons. 
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Swiss, guardsmen, musketecib, hght-hoisenien, succeeded one 
anotlici with a rapiditj’ which iiught answer the landlord’s 
purposes very well, but agiced ill with the views of thd four 
fi lends So they replied very ciiitly to the salutations, 
healths, and jokes of then companions 

‘ Come,” said Athos , we shall get involved in sonic pretty 
quarrel, and we don’t need one just now D’Aitagnan, tell 
us what soit of a night 3 'ou had, and we will describe ours 
afterwards ” 

“ Ah ' ICS,” said a light-hoiscman, lolhng about with a glass 
of biandy in hia hand which he was leisuiely sipping, “ ah ' 
j-cs ' You gentlemen of the guards were in the trenches last 
night, and you had a bone to pick with the Bochellais ” 

D’Artagnan looked at Athos to know if he ought to reply to 
this intiudci, who joined unasked in their conversation 

” AVell,” said Athos, “ don’t j'on hear M de Busigny docs 
you the honour of asking you a question "> Relate what 
happened dunng the night, since these gentlemen wish to 
know ■’ 

“ Did j'oii not take a bastion ? ” asked a Swiss, who was 
drinking inm out of a beer-glass 

‘ Yes, sir,” said D’Artagnan, bowing, “ we had that 
honour , as you may have heard, we actually put a bairel of 
pow der under one of the angles, which, when it blew up, made 
a veiy pretty bieaoh , not only that, hut as the bastion was 
not built yesterday, all the rest of the building was much 
shaken ” 

“ And which bastion was it ’ ” asked a dragoon, w'ho was 
canying a goose on his sabre to have it cooked 

“ The bastion Saiq^-Gervais,” replied D’Artagnan, “ from 
behind which the Rochellais have been annoying our work- 
men.” 

“ Was the affair hdt 1 ” 

“ Yea, moderately so , we lost five men, onif the Bochellais 
eight or ten.” 

“ Balzemplen ' ” said the Swiss, who, notwithstanding the 
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admiiable stock of oaths possc-scd hv the German language, 
had acq^uircd tlie habit of sn eating in Fiench 

‘ But,” said the light-horseman, ‘ piobably they iviU send 
pionecis this moimiig to lepair the bastion ” 

Yes, piobably,” said D'Aitagiian 
‘ Gentlemen,” said Atlios, ‘ I have a wager to propose ” 

‘ Ah ' ha ' a vagei ! ” ciicd the Svnss 
‘ lYhat IS it ’ ” said the hght-hoisenian 
“ Stop a bit,” said the diagoon, placing his sable like a spit 
upon the two laige non dogs which held the fiie-biands on the 
health, ‘ stop a bit , I am in it You dog of a landloid ' a 
diippiiig-pan instantly, that 1 may not lose a diop of the fat 
of this estimable bird ” 

‘ You aie quite light,” said the Swiss, “ hoose-kiease is 
koot vith bastiy ” 

‘ Theie ' ” said the diagoon “ Kow for the wagei We 
aio all attention, Athos ” 

Yes ' now fur the wager ' ” said the hght-horseman 
“Well, Jlonsieiii do Busigny, I will bet you,” said Athos, 
‘ that my thieo eoinpamons, MM Poithos, Aianns, and 
JD'Aitagnan, and m>sclf, W'lll go and bicakfast in the bastion 
Saint Goivais, and will remain theio an lioui, by the watch, 
w hatevci the enemj may do to dislodge us ” 

Porthos and Aiaiiiis looked at each other , they began to 
undeistand 

“ You aie going to get us all killed out of hand.” said 
B’Aitagnan, in Athos's ear 

“ We are much more hkely to be killed,” said Athos, “ if w e 
do not go " 

‘ ’Ponmywoid' gentlemen,” said Porthos, turning lound 
upon his chan and twilling his moustache, “ that’s a line 
offer, I consider ” 

“ I take it,” said M. ds Busigny , “ now let us fix the 
stake ” 

“ Why, you are four, gentlemen,” said Athos, “ and we ore 
four , a dinner for eight — will that do ’ ” 
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“ Capitally,” loplied M do Busigny 

“ Peifectly well,” s,aid the dragoon 

“ Dat suits me,” said the Swiss 

The fourth audiloi, who during all this conversation had 
played a mute pai t, nodded to show that he acquiesced m the 
proposition 

“ The breakfast for these gentlemen is ready,” said the land- 
lord 

“ Well, bnng it in,” said Athos 

The landlord obeyed Athos called Grimaud, pointed to a 
large basket standing in a comer, and made a sign to him to 
wrap the food up in the napkins 

Gnniaud pcioeived that it was to bo a picnic, packed the 
viands into the basket, added the bottles, and then took the 
basket on his aim 

‘ But whoio aie 3’ou going to eat my breakfast ’ ” said the 
landlord 

“ Of what consequence is that to j’oii, if j’ou arc paid for 
it ’ ’ said Athos, and ho thiew two pistoles majestically on 
the table 

“ Shall I give j'on the change, sir ’ ” said the host 

‘ Xo, oiih add two bottles of champagne and the difference 
w'lll bo for the napkins ” 

The landlord had not made quite so good a bargain as he 
had at first hoped foi , but ho made up for it by slipping in tw o 
bottles of Anjou wine instead of two bottles of champagne 

‘ Monsieur de Busigny,” said Athos, “ will you be so kind 
ns to set your watch by mme, or permit me to regulate mine 
by yours ’> ” 

“ Ccitainly, an,” said the light-hoiseman, drawing fiom hia 
fob a very handsome watch set with diamonds , “ half-past 
seven,” said he. 

“ rhirty-five minutes after seven," said Athos , “ we shall 
know that I am five minutes taster than you, sir.” 

And bowing to all the astonished spectators, {he young men 
started off for the bastion Saint-Gervais, followed by Gnmaud 
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carrying the basket, ignoiant of wheie he was going, but, in 
acGoidance ivith the passive obedience -wbicb Athos had taught 
him, not even thinking of asking 

As long as they weie within the camp, the four fiiends did 
not exchange a woid , besides, they w'cie followed by inquisi- 
tive loungers, who, hearing of the wagei, weie anxious to see 
how they would succeed. But when once they had passed 
th(J line of ciicumvallation, and found themselves in the open 
field, D’Artagnan, who was completely ignorant of what all 
this meant, thought it w'as time to demand an explanation 
‘ And now, my dear Athos,” said he, “ be kind enough to 
tell me wlicio we aie going '> ” 

‘ Why, you see, plainly enough, we aio going to the 
bastion ” 

” But what aio wo going to do theie ’ ” 

“ Why, you know peifeotly well we aio going to bieakfast 
theie ’ 

‘ But why did we not breakfast at the Infidel ’ ” 

‘ Because we have some very impoitant things to talk ovei, 
and it was impossible to talk fi\ o minutes in that tavern w ith- 
out being annoyed by all those impoitunato fellows, who keep 
coming in, saluting you, and talking to you , yondei, at 
least,” said Athos, pointing to the bastion, “they will not 
come and disturb us ” 

‘ It seems to me,” said D’Artagnan, with that prudence 
which was so natuially allied with his great courage, “ it 
seems to me that we could have found some rctiiod place on 
the dow ns 01 by the seashore ” 

“ Wheie we should have been seen all four confemng 
togethei, so that at the end of a quartei of an hour the 
cardinal would have been informed by his spies that we were 
holding a council ” 

“ Yea,” said Aiamis, “ Athos is right ‘ Let them flee to 
the deserts ’ ” 

“ A desert would not have been amiss,” said Porthos, “ but 
the question was where to find it ” 
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“ There is no desert where a bird cannot fly ovei one’s 
head, oi a fish leap out of the vater, or a rabbit come 
out of its buirow, and I beheve that birds, fishes, and 
labbits have all become the caidmal’s spies Better, then, 
cairy out our undertaking, from which we cannot now retreat 
without shame We have laid a wagei, a wager which could 
not bo foieseen, and of which I defy anyone to guess the true 
cause In oidei to win it, we are going to stay an hour in the 
bastion We shall eithei be attacked, or w e shall not If 
we aie not, wo shall have all the time to talk, and nobody will 
hear us, foi I will answci for it the walls of the bastion have 
no cais If we are attacked, w’e will talk of our aflaiis just 
the same, and in defending omselves we shall cover ourselves 
with gloi"! You see that everything is to oui advantage ” 

“ Yc', said D’Aitagnan, “ but we shall ceitainly be caught 
by a bullet ’’ 

‘ Well, my dear iellow,” rephed Athos, “you know weU 
that the bullets most to be dieaded are not from open 
enemies ” 

“ But, foi such an expedition, we surely ought to have 
biought oui muskets ” 

“ You aie stupid, friend Porthos , why load ourselves with 
useless burdens ? ” 

“ I think a good musket, a dozen cartridges, and a powder- 
fiaslv are not very useless things m face of an enemy " 

‘ Well,” leplied Athos, “ didn’t you hear what D’Artagnan 
said ’ ” 

“ What did D’Artagnan say ’ ” 

“ D’Ai-tagnan said that in the attack last night, eight or ten 
Frenchmen were killed and as many Rochellais ” 

“ What then ’ ” 

“ They did not have tune to plunder the bodies, did they ? 
— for the moment they had something more urgent to do.” 

“ Well ’ ” 

“ Well, we shall find their muskets, their cartridges, and 
then' powder-flasks, and instead of four muskets and a dozen 
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balls, we shall have fifteen puns and a bundled charges to 
file” 

“ Oh ' Athos,” said Aianus, ‘ ti«l3 thou ait a gieat man ” 

Porthos boiled in sign of acquiescence D’Artagiian alone 
did not appear to be quite aatished 

Giimaud, no doubt, shaied the loiing man’s misgivings, foi, 
seeing that they continued to advance toiiard the bastion, he 
pulled Ills niastei by the skirt of his coat 

Whcio aio we going ’ ” asked he by a gesture 

Athos pointed to the bastion 

‘ But,” said the silent Giiniaiid, still in the same dialect, 
■ lie shall Icaie oni skins theie ’ 

Athos iniscd his oi’cs and his finger touard heaven 

Giuimud put Ilia hasKct on the giound and sat doini, shak- 
ing hia head 

Athos took a pistol fiom his belt, looked to see if it uas 
piopeily pnmed, cooked it, and placed the imirz'e close to 
( himaud’s eai 

Giimaud iins on Ins legs apain, as if moved bv a spiing 
Athos then made him a sign to take up his basket, and to iialk 
onfiist Giimaud obosed All that Gi imaud gamed bj this 
little pantomime iias that he uas pioinoted fiom the icar- 
guaicl to the vanguaid 

AVhen they reached the bastion, the four fiienda turned 
louml 

Moio than thice hundieil soldiei-s of all kinds iiere assembled 
at the gate of the camp , and in a sepaiate gioup thei could 
distinguish 11 di Busigny, the diagoon, the Sviiss, and the 
fourth party to the wager 

Athos took off Ins hat, put it on the end of his sword, and 
waved it m the an All the spectatora returned him his 
salute, acconipanjiiig this pobteness with a loud hurrah, 
•which could be plainly heard After which they all four dis- 
appeared into the bastion, where Gnmaud had already 
preceded them. 
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CHAPTER XII 

BREAKFAST IN THE BASTION SAINT-GERVAIS 

As Athos had foicscen, the bastion was occupied only by a 
dozen dead bodies, Ficnch and Rochellais 

“ Gentlemen,” said Athos, who had assumed command of 
the expedition, “ while Giimaud is la5nng out the bieakfast, 
let us begin bj’ getting togethci the guns and cai fridges , n e 
can talk iihilo porfoiming that task These gentlemen,” 
added he, pointing to the dead bodies, “ will not hear us ” 

” But still we might thiow them into the ditch,” said 
Poithos, “ after assuiing ourselves they haie nothing in their 
pockets ' 

“ Yes, said Athos, “ that’s Gnmaud’s business ’ 

‘ Well, then, ciiod B’Artagnan, “ let Griniaud search 
them, and thiow them ovei the walls ” 

‘ By no means,” said Athos , “ they may be useful to us ” 
‘ These dead bodies useful to us t ’ exclaimed Porthos. 
“ Why, you arc crazy, my dear friend ” 

‘■‘Judge not rashlj,’ say the Bible and the cardinal,” 
replied Athos , ‘ how many guns, gentlemen ’ ” 

“ Twelve,’ icphed Aiamis. 

“ How many caitndges ’ ’ 

“ A huiidicd ” 

‘ That’s rpiitc as many as we shall W'ant , let us load the 
guns ” 

The foui inusketceis went to work As they were loading 
the last musket, Gnmaud announced that breakfast was icady. 

Athos rephed, still by gesture, that it was all nght, and 
showed Gnmaud a kind of pepper-box, making him under- 
stand that he was to stand as sentineL Only, to alleviate the 
tedium of the duty, Athos allowed him to take a loaf, two 
cutlets, and a bottle of wine 

‘‘ And now, to table,” said Athos. 
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The four fnends sat down on the ground, with their legs 
crossed, like tailors 

‘ There now,” said D’Artagnan, “ as there is no longer any 
fear of being overheard, I hope you are going to let us into 
youi sccict ” 

I hope, at the same time, to provide you with amusement 
and glory, gentlemen,” said Athos ” I have taken you foi a 
voiy pleasant walk , here is a most delicious breakfast , and 
five hundred people yondei, as you may see through the loop- 
holes, are taking us for hcioes or madmen, two classes of 
imbeciles sufficiently alike ” 

■ But the secret ' ” said D’Artagnan 
The secret is,” said Athos, ‘‘ that I saw Milady last night ” 
D Aitagnan was lifting a glass to his lips, but at the mention 
of Milady, his hand shook so that ho put the glass on the giound 
again, foi feai of spilling the contents 
‘ And whore "> ” demanded he 

‘ About two leagues trom here, at the Bed Dovecote 
taveiii ” 

‘ In that case I am lost,” said D’Artagnan 
‘ Xo, not quite so yet,” replied Athos , “ for by tins time 
she must have loft the shores of France ” 

But, after all,” said Porthos, ‘ who is Milady ’ ” 

‘ A veiy charming woman ' ” said Athos, sippmg a glass of 
sparkling ivine “ That rascally landlord ' ” cried he , “ he 
has gii cn us Anjou wine instead of champagne, and fancies 
wc know no bcttei ' Yea,” continued he, “ a very charming 
woman, to whom our friend D’Artagnan has given some 
olfenco for which she tned to pay him off, a month ago, by 
ha\ing lum killed by two musket-shots, a week ago by 
attempting to poison him , and yesterday by demandmg his 
head of the cardinal ” 

“ What I by demandmg my head of the cardmal ’ ” cned 
D’Artagnan 

Yes, that is as true as the Gospel,” said Porthos , “ I 
hcaid her with my own ears.” 
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“ So did I,” said Araima 

“But I can never escape,” said D Artagnan, “uitli such 
enemies. Firat, there is my unknown man of Meung , then 
De Waides, on whom I have inflicted thiec ■Hounds , next 
Milady, nhose seciet 1 have discovcied , and last the cardinal, 
whose vengeance I have balked ” 

“ AVell,” said Athos, “ that only makes four , and we aie 
foui — one for one By Jove ' if ve may believe the signs 
Giiinaiid is making, we are about to have to do -noth a much 
greatei numbei of people ” 

“ What’s the mattei, Giimaud ’ ” said Athos. “ Consider- 
ing the seriousness of the case, I permit you -to speak, my 
friend , but be bnef, I beg of you What do you see ’ ” 

“ A troop ” 

‘ How many persons ’ ” 

“ 'XHcnty men ” 

‘ What soit of men ’ ” 

■ Sixteen pioneois, four soldiera ” 

“ How fai distant ’ ” 

‘ Five hundied paces ” 

‘ Good ' Wo have just time to fimsh this fowl, and to 
dunk one glass of wine to your health, D’ Artagnan ' ’ 

‘ To s oui health,” lepeated Porthos and Aramis 
‘ AA'ell, then, to my health ' though I do not behove that 
yoiii good wishes will be of much service to me ” 

“ Bah ' ” said Athos , “ ‘ God is great,’ and the future is 
in His hands ” 

Then, swallowing the contents of his glass, which he put 
down close to him, Athos arose carelessly, took the nearest 
musket, and went to one of the loop-holes. 

Porthos, Aramis, and B’ Artagnan did the same. Gnmaud 
was ordered to place himself bebmd the four friends, m order 
to reload their guns 

In a moment the troop appeared, they were advancing 
along a sort of branch trench, which gave commumoation 
between the bastion and the city 
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“ By Jove ' ” said Athos, “ it vas haidly voith while to 
disturb ourselves foi tuenty fellows armed with pickaxes, 
mattocks, and shovels ' Gtimaud needed only to have made 
them a sign to go away, and I am sure they w'Oiild have left 
us alone ” 

“ I doubt that,” lephed D’Aitagnaii , foi they aie 
advancing very resolutely Besides, in addition to the 
pioneeis, there aie four soldiers and a coiporal armed with 
muskets ” 

“ That’s because they didn’t see us,” said Athos 

“ Faith ' ” said Aianiis, ‘ 1 vow it goes against the giain to 
fire on these pooi lascals ” 

‘ Ho Is a had piiest, ’ said Porthos, ‘ who pities 
heietics ” 

''In truth,” said Athos, ''Aramu is light — will warn 
them ” 

‘ What in Heasen’s name aie jou going to do ’ ’ ciied 
D’Artagnaii , ‘‘ you will be shot, iiiv deal fellow ' ’ 

But Athos paid no heed to his advice , and, mounting on 
the bleach, with his musket in one hand and his hat in the 
othei 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, bowmg courteously, and addiessmg 
the soldiers and the pionceis, who, astonished to see him, 
stopped at fifty paces fiom the bastion, “ gentlemen, a few 
fiiends and myself aie engaged at breakfast in this bastion 
Xow, 3’ou know notlung is more disagiceablo than being dis- 
tui bed w hen one is at bioakfast We lequest you, then, li j ou 
really have business heie, to wait tUl we have finished our 
repast, oi to come later on , unless vou aie wisely desirous of 
deseitmg tlic lebels, and will come and dunk with us to the 
health of the king of Fiance ” 

‘ 'Take care, Athos i ” cried D’Artagnan , “ don’t you see 
they are aimmg at you ’ ” 

“ Yes, yes,” said Athos, “ but they are only rabble — very 
bad marksmen , they will be sure to miss me ” 

In fact, at the same instant four shots were fired, and the 
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bullets flattened themselves against the vail lound Athos, 
but not one hit him Four shots icplied to them, almost 
instantaneously, but much better aimed than those of the 
aggiessois Thiee soldici's fell dead, and one of the pioneers 
was Mounded 

“ Oiiinaud,” said Athos, still on the bicacli, “ another 
musket ' ” 

Giimaud instantly obeyed The thiec fnends had icloaded 
then aims, anothci discliaigc followed the second, the 
coipoial and two jJioneeis fell dead, the lest of the troop 
took to flight 

“ Now, gentlemen, foi a soilic ' ” cned Athos 

And the four fnends lushed out of the fort, gained the field 
of battle, picked up the muskets of the four soldiers, and the 
eoipoial’s ba3-onet , and, convmced that the fugitives would 
not stop till they got to the city, turned again toward the 
bastion, beaiing with them the tiophies of then victoiy 

“ Reload the muskets, Gnmaud,” said Athos, “ and we, 
gentlemen, mil go on inth oiii bieakfast and resume our con- 
veisation Whcie were wo > ” 

‘ I lemembei,” said D’Artagnan ; “ you were saying that 
aftei demanding mj' head of the cardinal, hlilady left the 
shoies of Fiance Wheie is she going ’ ” added he, consider- 
ablv' Intel ested in the journey which Slilady was taking, 

'■ She IS going to England,” said Athos 

‘ What foi ’ ” 

“ To assassinate the Duke of Buckingham, or cause him to 
be assassinated ” 

D’Artagnan uttered an exclamation of surprise and mdig- 
nation 

‘ But this IS infamous ' ” cncd he 

“ I beg you to behove,” said Athos, “ that I care very httle 
about that. Now you have done, Gnmaud, take our corporal’s 
bayonet, tie a napkin to it, and plant it at the top of our 
bastion, that these rebel Rochellais may see that they have 
to deal with brave and loyal soldiers of the king ” 
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Giimaud obeyed without icpl 3 ung 

An instant afterwaids the white flag was floating over the 
heads of the four fiienda , a thunder of applause saluted its 
aiipeaiance , half the camp was at the barrier 

‘ But w hj' do j'ou care so httle whether she kill Buckingham 
01 not ’ The duke is our fnend ” 

“ The duke is an Englishman, the duke is fighting against 
us , let her do what she likes with the duke , I caic no nioie 
for him than for an empty bottle ” 

“ One moment ' ” said D’Artagnan , “ I will not give up 
Buckingham in this way, he gave us some veij- fine 
hoiscs ’ 

“ And, above all, some veiy handsome saddles,” said 
Poithos, who at that very moment was weanng the lace of 
his on his cloak 

‘ Besides,” said Aramis, “ God desires the oonveinion, and 
not the death, of a sinner ” 

“ Amen ' ” said Athos , “ and we will return to that subject 
latei, if such be youi pleasure , but what I was most anxious 
about at the moment — and I am suie j’ou will undeistand 
me, D’Artagnan — was to secure from this woman a kind of 
cartc-blanche, which she had extorted from the caidinal, and 
bj' means of which she could wuth impunity get rid of j-ou and 
perhaps of us ” 

“ This cicatuio must be a fiend ' ” said Porthos, holding 
out Ins plate to Ai amis, who was carving a fow 1 

“ And this caitc-blanche,” asked D’Artagnan, “ this carto- 
blancho — has she it still ’ ” 

“ No, I got it , I will not say without trouble, for if I did I 
should tell a ho ” 

‘ My dear Athos, I shall give up counting the number of 
times j-ou have saved my hfe.” 

“ And you have that letter of the cardinal’s 7 ” exclaimed 
Aiamis 

“ Here it is,” said Athos 

And he took the precious paper from his coat pocket. 
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D’Artagnan unfolded it -with a hand the trembling of which 
he did not even attempt to conceal, and lead 

“ By my order and for the good of the State, the bearer 
hereof has done what ho has done 

“ August 5, 1628 Richelieu ” 

“ It 18 , in fact,” said Aramis, “ a complete absolution ” 

“ That paper must bo tom m pieces,” said D’Artagnan, who 
fancied he read in it liis death sentence 

“ On the contraiy,” said Athos, “ it must be preserved 
most carefully , I Mould not give up this papei for as many 
gold pieces as ivould cover it ” 

“ And what is she going to do now ’ ” asked the young man 
“ Well,” leplied Athos carelessly, “ she is probably going 
to write to the cardinal that a blackguardly musketeer, named 
Athos, has taken her safe conduct from her by force She 
will advise him, in the same letter, to get nd at the same time 
both of him and of his tuo friends, Aramis and Porthos The 
cardinal mil remember that these arc the same men who arc 
always crossing his path Then, some fine morning, he mil 
have D’Artagnan arrested, and for feai he should feel bored 
in his loneliness, he will have us sent to keep him company in 
the Bastille ” 

“ There, now > You seem to me to be makmg very dull 
jokes, my dear fellow,” said Porthos 
“ I am not joking,” said Athos 

“ Do you know,” said Porthos, “ that to twist that cursed 
Milad 3 '’s neck ii ould be less of a sin than to twist the necks of 
these poor Huguenots, who have committed no other enmes 
than Binging in French the Psalms that we sing in Latin ? ” 

“ What says the abb6 ’ ” asked Porthos quietly 
“ I say I am entirely of Porthos’s opinion,” rephed Aramis. 
“ And I too,” said D’Artagnan 

“ Fortunately, she is a good way off,” said Porthos, “ for I 
confess she would make me feel very uneomfortable if she 
were here ” 
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‘ She makes me feel uncomfoi table m England as well as 
m Fiance,” said Athos 

“ She makes me feel uncomfortable wherevei she is,” said 
D’Aitagnan 

But -nhen you had hei in your iioncr, why did you not 
dioun liei, or strangle hei, oi hang hoi ' ” said Poithos , “ it 
IS onlv the dead uho don’t conic back again ” 

‘ You think so, do jou, Poithos ’ ” replied the musketeer, 
with a sad smile 

“ I have an idea,” said D’Artagnan 

‘ What IS it ’ ” cried the musketeers 

‘ To aims ' ” shouted Giimaud 

The j ouiig men spiang up and seized their muskets 

This tune a small tioop advanced, consisting of flora twenty 
to tnentv-fivo men, but now they woie not pioneers, but 
solcUcis of the gaiiison 

‘ Shall we letuin to the camp ’ ” suggested Porthos , ‘‘I 
don’t think the sides aio equal.” 

“ Impossible, foi Ihieo reasons,” replied Athos , ‘ the fiist 
IS, that w e have not finished breakfast , the second is, that w e 
have still some veiy important things to talk about , and the 
thud IS, tliat it yet lacks ten minutes before the lioui mil be 
oiei ” 

‘ Well, then,” said Aramis, “ we must tlunk out a plan of 
battle ” 

It’s vciy simple,” replied Athos , “ as soon as the enemy 
aio mtliiii langc, ne must file on them , if they continue to 
adiaiicc, no must fire again, we must fire as long as we 
have loaded guns , then if the lest of the troop peraist in 
moimting to the assault, we mil allow the besiegcis to 
le.ich the ditch, and then we will push down on then heads 
that stiip of nail nhich seems to stand only by a nuiacle of 
equihbnum ” 

“ Bravo ' ” cned Porthos , “ decidedly, Athos, you were 
bom to be a general, and the cardinal, who fancies himself a 
great captain, is nothing to you ” 
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“ Gentlemen,” said Athos, “ no divided attention, I beg ; 
let eaeh one pick out his man ” 

“ I oovei mine, ’ said D’Aitagnan 
“ And I nunc,” said Poithos 
“ And I do hkewisc,” said Aiamis 
“ File, then ' ” said Athos 

The foul muskets made but one report, but four men fell 
The dium immediately beat, and the little tioop advanced 
in double-quick time 

Then the musket-shots were repeated, without regularity, 
but alivays aimed with the same correctness Nevcitheless, 
as if they were awaie of the numerical weakness of the fnends, 
the Rochcllais continued to advance at the run 

At oveiy thiee shots at least two men fell , but those who 
remained did not slacken then advance 

On icacliing the foot of the bastion, theic ivere still about 
liftoen of the enemy A last discharge welcomed them, but 
did not stop them They leaped mto the ditch, and prepared 
to scale the bieach 

‘ Xow, my fuends,” said Athos, “ fimsh them at a blow , to 
the wall I to the wall ' ” 

And the foui tnend',, aided by Gnmaud, pushed with the 
bail els of their muskets an enormous stietch of the wall, 
which bent over as if swayed by the wind, and, givmg way 
fiom its base, fell with a hoiiible crash into the ditch Then 
a fearful ciy was heard, a cloud of dust mounted toward the 
skv, — and all was ovei ' 

Can we have destioyed them all, from the first to the 
last ’ ” said Athos 

‘ Faith, it seems so,” said D’Artagnan 
Xo,” cried Poithos , ‘ thcie are thiee or four, limping 
aw ay ” 

In fact, thiee or four of these unfortunate men, covered with 
dirt and blood, weie escaxnng along the trench, and were 
making foi the city These were all that were left of the 
little ti 0011. 


D T M 
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Athos looked at his watch. 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, ‘ we have been here an hour, and 
oui wagei IS won , but we will be fan players Besides, 
D’Artagnan has not told us his idea yet ” 

And the musketeci, with his usual coolness, went and sat 
down again before the remains of the breakfast 
‘ My idea ’ ” said D’Aitagnan 
“ Yes , you said you had an idea,” said Athos 
“ Oh ' I lemembei now,” said D’Artagnan “ Well, I will 
go to England again , I will go and find Buckingham ” 

‘ You shall not do that, D’Artagnan,” said Athos coolly 
“ And why not Have I not been theie once ’ ” 

“ Yes , but at that peiiod we weie not at war , at that 
penod Buckingham was an allj, and not an enemy What 
you now contemplate doing would amount to treason ” 
D’Artagnan perceived the force of this lessening, and was 
silent 

“ But,” said Portlios, ” I think I have an idea ” 

“ Silence foi M Porthos's idea ' ” said Aramis 
“ I will ask leave of absence of M de Tidville, on some 
pretext or other, which you must invent, as I am not very 
clever at piotexts Milady does not know me , I will get 
access to her without her suspecting who I am, and when I 
catch the sw eet creature, I will strangle her ” 

‘ Well,” replied Athos, “ I am inchned to approve of M 
Porthos’s idea ” 

‘ For shome ' ” said Aramis , “ kill a woman ' Xo, hsten 
to me , I have a genuine idea ” 

“ Let us have your idea, Aramis,” said Athos, who had a 
gieat respect foi the young musketeer 
“ We must infoiin the queen ” 

“ Ah, ’pon my word ' yes,” said Porthos and D’Artagnan 
at the same time , “ I think we are gettmg at the proper 
means ” 

“ Inform the queen ' ” said Athos , “ and how ? Have we 
any fnends at court ’ Can we send any one to Fans without 
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it being known in the camp ’ It is a hundred and forty 
leagues from heie to Pans , before our letter reached Angers 
we should he m a dungeon ” 

“ As to sending a lettci safely to her Majestj',” said Aramis, 
“ I will take that on mjself I know a clever person at 
Toura— ” 

Aiamis stopped on seeing Athos smile 

“ Well, do you not appiove of tlus means, Athos ’ ” asked 
D’Artagnan. 

“ I do not reject it altogethei,” said Athos , “ but I wish to 
renund Aiamis that he cannot quit the camp, and that no 
one but one of ourselves can be trusted , that two hours after 
the messenger has set out, all the spies and agents of the 
caidinal will know j'our letter by heart, and you and your 
clever person will be ariested And besides, the queen would 
merely save Buckingham, but would take no heed of us at all ” 

“ Gentlemen,” said D’Artagnan, “ what Athos says is full 
of sense ” 

“ Aha ' ” exclaimed Athos, suddenly, “ what’s gomg on in 
the city ’ ” 

“ They are sounding the alarm ” 

The four friends listened, and all heard distinctly the sound 
of the drum 

“ You will see they are going to send a whole regiment 
against us,” said Athos. 

“ You don’t think of holding out agamst a whole regiment, 
do you ’ ” inquired Porthos 

“ Why not ’ ” said the musketeer “ I feel myself quite in 
the humour for it , and I would hold out against an army if 
we had only taken the precaution to brmg a dozen more 
bottles of wine ” 

“ ’Pon my word, that drum is gettmg nearer,” saad 
D’Artagnan. 

“ Let it come,” said Athos “ It is a quarter of an hour’s 
jouiTiey from here to the city, consequently a quarter of an 
houi’s journey from the city here That is more time than 
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ive need to devise a plan. If we leave this place, we shall 
nevei find another so suitable Ah ' stop ' I have it, 
gentlemen, — the veij idea has just occuiied to me ” 

“ Tell us then ” 

‘ First allow me to give Giimaud one oi two indispensable 
01 dels ” 

Athos made a sign foi his lackey to draw near 
“ Giiinaiid,’’ said Athos, pointing to the bodies which lay 
in the bastion, “ take those gentlemen, sot them up against 
the wall, put their hats on then heads, and their guns in then 
hands ” 

Oh, gieat man ' ” cried D’Artagnan , ‘ I understand 
now ” 

‘ You understand ? ” said Porthos 
‘ And do you understand, Giimaud ’ ” said Aramis 
Qnmaud made a sign in the affirmative 
“ That’s all that’s necessary,” said Athos , “ now for my 
idea ” 

‘ Yes ' JOS ' Athos’s idea ' ” cned Aramis and D’Artagnaii 
at the same time 

‘ This Milady — this woman — ^this cieatuic — this fiend has 
a biothei-in-law, I think you told me, D’Aitagnan ’ ” 

‘ Yes, I know him very well , and I also behove that he has 
no veij waim aftcotion foi his sister-in-law ” 

“ Theie is no harm in that , if he detested her, it would be 
all the better,” replied Athos 

‘ In that case, we are as well off as we could wish ” 

“ And now,” said Porthos, “ I should hke to understand 
w hat Gi inland is up to ” 

Silence Poithos ' ” said Aramis 
‘ What IS her biother-in-law’s name ’ ” 

‘ Lord Winter ” 

“ Where is he now ? 

“ He returned to London at the first rumour of war ” 

“ Well, he’s just the man we want,” said Athos , “ we must 
warn him Wo will send him w'oid that his sistei-m-law is on 
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the point of assassinating some one, and ive Mill heg him 
not to lose sight of her He mil put liis sistei-in-laiv m some 
place of confinement, and mc <iliall bo left in peace ’ 

“ Yes, ’ said D’Aitagnaii, ‘ until she gets out again ’ 

‘ Ah, ponmyuoid' said Athos ‘ ^ou lequiie too much, 
D Artagnan , I have given you the best 1 was capeblc of, and 
I eannot improve on it ” 

“ But I flunk it would be still better,” said Aiamis, “ to 
inform the queen and Loid Wintei at the same time ” 

“ Yes , but M ho is to cany the lettci to Tours, and who the 
It ttei to London ’ ” 

‘ I ansMei for Bazin,” said Aranus 
And I for Plancliet,” said D' Artagnan 
“ That IS so,” said Poithos , ‘ if ue cannot leave the eamp^ 
oui lackeys may ” 

‘ To bo suie they may ’ said Aiaiiiis, “ and this very day 
Me Mill Miito the letters, give them money, and thej Mill set 
out ” 

“ Wo Mill give them money ^ ” replied Athos “ Have you 
any money ’ ” 

The foul fiicnds looked at one another, and a cloud came 
ovei the broMS mIhcIi had been foi an instant so clieeifiil 
Quick ' ” cued D Aitagnaii , “ I sec black and led specks 
moving yondei You weie talking about a regiment, Athos ? 
It 13 a whole army ’ ” 

‘ ’Pon my Moid,” said Athos, ‘ yes, theie they aie Do 
you see the sneaks coming Mithout dinins or tiumpets Ah ' 
have you fimshed, Grimaud i ” 

Giimaud made a sign in the affirmative, and pointed to a 
dozen bodies which he had set up in the most picturesque 
attitudes, some carrying arms, otheis appearing to aim, and 
the rest sword m hand 

“ Bravo ' ” said Athos , “ that does honour to your 

imagination ” 

“ Very good,” saad Porthos ; “ I should like, however, to 
be enhghtened.” 



134 THE THREE MUSKETEERS [CH 

“ Let us get away fiist,” said D’Artagnan , “ and you can 
be enlightened afterwaids ” 

‘‘ One moment, gentlemen, one moment , give Gnmaud 
time to elear away the things ” 

‘ Look ' ” said Aiamis “ the black and red specks aie 
glowing visibly larger , I agiee with D’Artagnan — I believe 
we have no time to lose if we arc to regain our camp ” 

“ Eaitli ' ” said Athos, “ I have notlung mote to say against 
a letieat , our wager called foi an hour , we have stayed an 
hour and a half Nothing can be said , let us be off, gentle- 
men, let us be off ' ” 

Gnmaud had alieady gone onwith the basket and the dessert 
The four friends followed, and had gone about ten paces 
“ Ah ' ” cried Athos “ What in Heaven’s name shall we 
do now, gentlemen ’ ” 

“ Have you forgotten anythmg,” said Aiamis 
“ The flag ' Wo must not leave a flag in the enemy’s hands, 
oven though that flag bo but a napkin ” 

And Athos lan back to the bastion, mounted the platfoim, 
and brought off the flag , but as the Rochellais had come 
within musket langc, they opened a ternblc fire on him, since 
he appeared to be exposing himself for the pleasure of it 
But Athos seemed to bcai a cliaimed life , the balls 
whistled all aiouiid lum , not one hit him He waved his flag, 
turning his back to the city guards and saluting those of the 
camp On both sides loud shouts arose — on the one side 
cries of angei, on the other shout i of acclamation 

A second dischaige followed the first, and three balls passing 
through the napkin made it a real flag Shouts were heaid 
fioni the camp “ Come down ' come down ' ” 

Athos came down , his fnends were anxiously waiting for 
him 

“ Come on, Athos, come on ' ” cned D’Artagnan , “ now we 
have found everything except money, it would be stupid to 
be killed ” 

But Athos continued to march majestically, m spite of all 
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the advice his companions gave him , and they, finding their 
advice ivasted, regulated their pace by his 

Gnmaud and his basket had gone on far in advance, and 
both were out of reach of the balls 

An instant later a furious fiimg \i as heard. 

“ What’s that ?” asked Poithos , ‘ what are they filing at 
now ? I hear no balls, and I can see no one ' ” 

“ They’re firing on our dead men,” replied Athos 
“ But oui dead men will not return their fire ” 

“ You are right , then tliey will fancy it is an ambuscade, 
they will deliberate, and by the time they find out the ]oke we 
shall be out of range That’s why it is useless to work one- 
self up into an apoplexy by going too fast ” 

“ Oh, I understand now,” said the astonished Porthos 
“ That’s very lucky,” said Athos, shruggmg his shoulders 
The Flench, seeing the four friends returning leisuiely, 
laised shouts of applause 

At length a fresh discharge was heard, and this time the 
balls came lattling among the stones around the four friends, 
and whistling sharply in their ears The Rochellais had just 
taken possession of the bastion 

“ AVhat bunglers ' ” said Athos , “ how many have w e killed 
of them — a dozen ? ” 

“ Or fifteen ? ” 

“ How many did we crush under the wall ? ” 

“ Eight or ten ” 

“ And in exchange for all that, not a scratch ' Ah ' but 
what IS the matter with your hand, D’Artagnan ? It looks 
to me as if it were bleedmg ” 

“ Oh, it’s nothing,” said D’Artagnan. 

“ A spent ball ’ ” 

“ Not even that ” 

“ What IS it, then ? ” 

We have said that Athos loved D’Artagnan as though he 
were his son, and this stem and unbending man sometimes felt 
a parent’s anxiety for him. 
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‘ Only giaiccl a Lttlc,” icplied D’Aitagnan , “ my fingers 
■neic caught beUrocn the stone of the wall and the stone of 
my ling, and the skin was bioken ” 

“ That comes of wearing diamonds, my master,” said Athos 
disdainfully 

“ Ah, to bo suic,” ciicd Poithos , “ of course it is a 
diamond , w hy on earth, then, do w e plague ourselves about 
money, when wo have a diamond ’ ” 

“ Why, that’s a fact • ” said Aiamis 

“ Well thought of, Porthos , this time you have rcallj'^ had 
an idea ’ 

“ Ceitainly I have,” said Porthos, diawnng himself up 
proudly at Athos s compliment , “ since theie is a diamond, 
let us sell it ” 

‘ But,” said U’Aitagnan, “ it is the queen’s diamond ” 

“ All the moic icason w'hy it should he sold,” leplied Athos , 
‘ as the queen is saving Buckingham, hei lover, nothing could 
be 11101 e just , the queen is savmg us, her fiicnds, nothing 
moie reasonable, let us sell the thamond What sajs 
Monsioui I’Ahbe ? I don’t ask Poithos lus opinion has been 
given ” 

‘ Whj', I think,” said Aiamis, ” that since his nng is not a 
love-token, D’Artagnan may sell it ” 

“ My dear Aiarais, you speak like theology persomfled 
Yoni opimon, then, is — ” 

“ Sell the diamond ” 

“ Well, then,” said D’Artagnan gaily, “ let us sell the 
diamond, and say no moie about it ” 

The fusillade was still going on , but the fnends w'eie out 
of langc, and the Rochcllais only fired to soothe their feelings 
“ Faith ' it was time that idea came into Porthos’s head — 
here we are in camp Therefore, gentlemen, not a word more 
of this affair We are observed — they are commg to meet us , 
we shall be borne in triumph ” 

In fact, as we have said, the whole camp was m commotion. 
More than two thousand persons had been watching this 
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fortunate escapade of the foiii fiicnds, an escapade the leal 
motive of ■which no one guessed Nothing was heaid hut 
cues of “ Hiiiiah foi the muskctccis ' Hiiirah for the 
guaids I ” M do Busigny was the fii'st to come and shake 
Athos by the hand, and acknowledge that he had lost his 
wagei The diagoon and the Swiss followed him, and all 
then coiiiiades followed the diagoon and the Swiss There 
was no end to the congiatulations, hand-shakings, and 
emhiaccs , theie was inextinguishable laughter at the 
Rocliellais The tumult at lenetli became so gieat that 
the caidinal fancied thcic was a iiot, and sent La Hoiidimcrc, 
the captain of his guai ds, to find out w hat was going on 
The exploit was desenhed to the messengei in the highest 
teims of enthusiasm 

“ Well ’ ’ asked the cardinal, on La Hoiidinieio s ictuin 
Well, monscigncui,” icplicd the lattei, “ thiec musketeeis 
and a guardsman laid a wagei wnth SI de Busigny that they 
would go and breakfast in the Bastion Saint-Gcivais, and 
while at bicaldast they held it foi two houi's against the 
eiiemi . and have killed I don t know how many Bochcllais ’ 

‘ Bid you inquiie the names of the thiee musketeers ’ ” 

“ Yes, monseigncui ” 

‘ What aic then names ’ ” 

“ SDI Athos, Porthos, and Aramis ” 

Always these three brave fellow's ' ” murmured the 
caidinal “ And the guard ’ ” 

“ SI d’Aitagnan ” 

“ Still that young scapegrace Positively, these four men 
must be mine ” 

That same evening the cardinal spoke to SI do Tieville of 
the morning’s exploit, winch was the talk of the whole camp. 
SI. de Trevdle, who had heard the account of the adventure 
from the mouths of the heroes themselves, related it in all its 
details to his Emmence, not forgetting the episode of the 
napkin. 

“ Very well. Monsieur de Trdville,” said the cardinal , 
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‘ pi ay let mo have that napkin I mil have three fleur-de-hs 
emhroideiefl on it in gold, and will give it to your company as 
a standaid ” 

“ Monseigneur,” said M de Treville, “ that will hardly be 
doing justice to the guaids M d’Artagnan is not nune , he 
serves under M dca Essai ts ” 

“ Well, then, take him,” said the cardinal , “ when foui 
men aie so much attached to one another, it is only fair that 
they should serve in the same company ” 

That same evemng M de Treville announced this good 
ne\is to the tluee musketeers and D’Artagnan, inviting all 
foui to bieakfast mth him next morning 
D’Aitagnan was beside himself with joy We know that 
the dicam of his life had been to become a musketeer 
The thice friends were likewise greatly delighted 
‘ Faith ' ” said D’Aitagnan to Athos, “ that was a magnifi- 
cent idea of youis ' As you said, we have acquired gloiy, and 
Mcic enabled to cairy on a conversation of the gieatest 
impoitancc ” 

“ Which we can resume now without anybody suspecting 
us, for ne shall honcefoith pass foi caidmalists ” 

That evening D’Artagnan went to present his compliments 
to M des Essarts, and inform him of liis jironiotion 
M des Essarts, who esteemed D’Artagnan, offered him any 
help ho required, as this change of corps would entail expenses 
lor outfit 

D’Aitagnan respectfully declined, but thinkmg the oppor- 
tunity a good one, he begged him to have the diamond he put 
into his hand valued, as he wished to turn it into money 
By eight o’clock next morning, M des Essarts’s valet came 
to D’Aitagnan’s lodging, and gave him a purse contaimng 
seven thousand hvres 

Tins was the price of the queen’s diamond. 

\iy Artagnan despatches hts servant, Planch^, to England to 
v.arn Lord Wmter of Milady’s mission, and on landing she is 
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taken into custody and put under the guard of a fanatical young 
Puritan officer, named Felton Milady, however, succeeds in 
corrupting even Felton and in persuading him to effiect her return 
to France and to assassinate the Duke of Buckingham at Ports- 
mouth D’Artagnan is informed of the uhereabouls of Madame 
Bonacieux, but he and his friends reach the content, where she is, 
only to find that she has been poisoned by Milady In company 
with Lord Winter, and an unknown man in a red cloak, the four 
friends pursue and oieriake Milady They hold judgment upon 
her and condemn her to death The sentence is duly executed by 
the unknoun in the red cloak, the man uhom Milady had first 
and most deeply wronged ] 


CONCLUSION 

On the sixth of the following month, the king, in comphance 
Mitli the pioniiec he nad made the cardinal to leave Pans and 
to letuin to Rochelle, set out fiom his capital, unable to 
iccover fiom his amazement at the news ivhich was just 
beginning to spiead abroad, that Buckingham had been 
assassinated 

The king’s joy had been at first veiy lively, but he soon 
became dull and indisposed again , his blow was never 
seiene for any length of time He felt that by returmng to 
his camp he u as about to become once more a slave, and yet 
nevertheless he returned For him the cardinal was a 
fascinating serpent, and he a bird flying from branch to 
blanch uithout being able to escape 

So the letum to Rochelle was piofoundly dull Our four 
fnends, in particular, astonished then comiades. They 
travelled together, side by side, with melancholy eyes and 
hanging heads Athos alone, from time to time, raised his 
broad brow A flash kindled m his eyes, a bitter smile passed 
over his lips Then, hke his comrades, he agam resumed his 
meditation. 
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Whenever the csooit aiiivcd in a city, as soon as they had 
escorted the king to his lodgings, the four fiiends eithei ictired 
to their ovm quartcis, oi to some secluded tavern, where they 
neither drank noi played They only eonvciscd in low 
tones, looking round attentively to see that no one ovei heard 
them 

One day, vhen the king had halted on the wav, to lly his 
hanks, and the foui fiiends, aecoiding to then oustoni, instead 
of folloning the spoit, had stopped at a tavein on the hnrh- 
load, a man, iiding full spceil fiom Rochelle, pulled up at the 
door to dunk a glass of nine, and glanced into the lOom nheio 
the foil! innsketccis neie sitting at table 

‘ Ha' llonsicui d’Aitagnan' ’ said he , “ isn’t that }Oii 
I see m tlieic ’ ” 

D’Artagnan laised Ins head andiittcicd a ciy of joy It 
nas the man ho called his phantom, it nas the strangei of 
Meung 

D’Aitagnan dion his snoid and sprang ton aid the door 
But tins tunc, instead of elndmg him, the stranger leaped 
fiom Ills horse and advanced to meet D’Ai tagiian 

“ All ' sir ' ” said the young man, “ I meet you, then, at 
last ' This time you shall not escape me ' ’ 

‘‘ Xeithei IS it my intention, sii, for on tins occasion I nas 
seeking jou I aiicst you in the name of the king I tell 
jou that you must surrendci your snoid to me. sii, and that 
nitliout icsistancc Your life depends upon it Inainyoii” 

‘ But nho aie jou ’ ” demanded D’Artagnan, lonciing the 
])omt of Ins snoid, but nithout yet suriendciing it 

“ I am the Chcvahei do Eochefort,” answered the stranger, 
‘ Caidnnl Richelieu s cqiicny, and I have orders to conduct 
3 oil to Ills Eminence ” 

We aic ictuining to his Eminence, my lord,” said Athos, 
advancing , “ and you mil be good enough to accept M. 
d’Artagnan’s word that he will go straight to Rochelle ” 

“ I must place him in the hands oi guards who will take 
him to camp.” 
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“ We mil seive as hia guaid-., sii, on our -noid as genlleiren , 
but, on oui woid as gentlemen, likewise, added Athos, 
“ M d’Aitagnan shall not leae e us ” 

The Choealiei de Eochcfoit east a glance behind, and saw 
that Poithos and Aiamis had taken then places betu cen him 
and the dooi He peicencd that he was completely at the 
mcicy of these foui men 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, ‘ if M d’Aitagnan will suirender 
hib swoid to me and join his woid to >0111 s, I shall be satisfied 
with join piormse to convey M d’Aitagnan to the caidmal’s 
quaitoia ” 

“ You have my woid, sii, and heie is my swoid ” 

“ This suits me veiy well,” said Rochefoit, “ as I must 
continue my journey ” 

“ If it IS to rejom Milady,” said Athos coollj , ‘‘ it is useless ; 
you will not find hci ” 

“ M hat has hecomc of hei ’ ” asked Rochefoit eageily 
“ Come hack with us to the camp, and jou shall know ” 
Rochefoit lemained thoughtful foi a moment , then, as 
they wcie only a day’s journey fioni Suigeies, where the 
caidinal was coming to meet the king, he resolved to follow 
Athos’s adv ice and go back w ith them 
This ictuin gave him the advantage hkcwise of watching 
ovei his piisonei 

They icsumed then jouiney. 

At tliiee o’clock the next afternoon they leached Suigeies. 
The caidinal was there awaitmg Louis XIII The ininistei 
and the king exchanged numeious caresses, congiatulating 
each othei on the fortunate chance which had fieed Fiance 
fiom the implacable enemy who had been rousing all Em ope 
against hci Aftei this, the caidmal, who had been iiifoimed 
by Rochefort that D’Artagnan was arrested, and who was 
anxious to see him, took leave of the kmg, minting him to 
come the next day to view the works on the dyke, which were 
now complete 

The caidinal, on ictuiring in the evewng to his head- 
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quarters at the budge of La Pieire, found D’Artagnan vnthout 
Ills swoid, and the thiee musketeers armed, standing before 
the door of the house m Inch he was occupying He looked at 
them sternly, and made a cign with his eye and hand for 
D’Arlagnau to follow him 
U’Aitagnan obe}’ed 

“ Wo shall wait foi 3-00, D’Artagnan,” said Athos, loud 
enough foi the cardinal to hear him 

His Eminence kept on his way without uttenng a single 
woid 

D’Aitagnan entcied after the cardinal, and behind D’Ai tag- 
nan the door was guarded 

His Eminence w'ent to the room which served him as a 
study, and made a sign to Rochefort to brjng in the young 
musketeci 

Rochefoit obeyed and retired 

D’Aitagnan remained alone before the cardinal This w'as 
Ills second interview with Richelieu, and he afternaids con- 
fessed that ho felt suie it would be lus last 

Riohelicu icniained standmg, leaning against the mantel- 
piece A tabic w as between him and D’Artagnan 

“ Sii,” said the cardinal, “you have been arrested by my 
oidcrs ” 

“ So I have been told, monseigaeur.” 

Do you know why ’ ” 

‘ Xo, monscigneur, for the only thing for which 1 could be 
aricsted is still unknown to your Eminence ” 

Richelieu looked steadfastly at the young man 
“ Indeed ' ” said he , “ W'hat docs that mean ’ ” 

“ If monseigneur will first tell me what enmes I am charged 
with, I will tell him the deeds that I have done ” 

“ You are charged with enmes that have brought down far 
loftier heads than yours, sir,” said the cardmal 

“ What are they, monseigneur ’ ” demanded D’Artagnan, 
with a calmness that astonished the cardinal himself. 

“ You are charged with having corresponded with the 
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enemies of the kingdom You are charged with having sui- 
prised state secrets You aie charged with having tried to 
thwart your general’s plans ” 

“ And who charges me with this, monseigneui ’ ” said 
D’Artagnan, who suspected the accusation came from Milady 
“ A woman branded by the law of the country , a woman 
who was marned to one man in iFrance and to another m 
England , a woman who poisoned her second husband, and 
who attempted to poison me ' ” 

“ What IS all this, sir ” cned the cardinal, astonished , 
“ and what woman are you speaking of thus ? ” 

‘ Of Milady de Winter,” replied D’Artagnan ; “ yes, of 
Milady do Winter, of whose many cnnies your Eminence 
was doubtless ignorant when you honoured her with your 
confidence ” 

“ Sir,” said the cardinal, “ if Milady de Winter has com- 
mitted the onnies which you say, she shall be punished.” 

“ She IS punished, moneeigneur ” 

“ And who has pumsbed her ? ” 

“ We ” 

“ Is she in prison ’ ” 

“ She 18 dead ” 

“ Dead ' ” repeated the cardinal, who could not believe 
what he heard “ Dead ' Did you say she was dead 7 ” 

“ Three times she tried to kill me, and I pardoned her. But 
when she killed Madame Bonacieux, my fnends and I took her, 
tned, condemned and executed her ” 

D’Artagnan then related the poisoning of Madame Bona- 
cieux in the Carmelite convent of Bethune, the tnal in the 
lonely house, and the execution of Milady on the banks of the 
Lys. 

A shudder ran through the cardinal’s body, and yet he did 
not shudder readily 

But suddenly, as if under the mfluence of a secret thought, 
the cardinal’s face, till that moment gloomy, began gradually 
to grow serene, and at last recovered the most perfect serenity. 
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‘ So,” said the cardinal, in a tone the mildness of ivhich 
contrasted inth the seventy of liis iioids, ‘ you have con- 
stituted youi selves judges, forgetting that they who punish 
11 ithout license to punish aic assassins ’ ” 

“ Monseigneui, I siieai to you that I have nevei for an 
instant had the intention of defending my head against you 
I mil submit to the punishment your Eminence may please 
to inflict upon me I do not hold life dear enough to be 
afiaid of death " 

‘ Yes, I know you are a man of courage, sii,” said the 
caidinal, in a tone almost affectionate , “ I can therefore tell 
you beforehand you shall bo tried, even condemned ” 

‘ Another might reply to youi Eminence that he had his 
paidon in his pocket I shall content myself with saying, 
Command, monseigncui , I am icady ” 

‘ Your paidon ’ ” said Bicheheu, suiprised 
“ Yes, inonseigneur,” said D’Artagnan 
“ And signed by u horn — by the king ’ ” 

And the cardinal pionounced these woids with a singular 
espiossion of contempt 

‘ Xo , by j oiii Eminence ” 

By me ’ You aio mad, sir ' ” 

‘ 3Ionseigneui mil doubtless recognize his oun wilting ” 
And D’Aitagnan presented to the cardinal the piccious 
papci which Athos had forced from Milady, and which he had 
given to D’Aitagnan to servo him as a safeguaid. 

His Eminence took the paper and lead in a slow voice, 
dw tiling on cveiy sj’Uable • 

' “ By my order and for the good of the State the bearer heieof 
hai (lone what he has done 

“ At the camp of Rochelle, August 5, 1628 

“ Richbueu ” 

The cardinal, after reading these tw'o lines, fell into deep 
thought, but he did not letum the paper to D’Artagnan 
“ He IS meditating by what sort of punishment he will put 
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me to death,” said D’Ai tagnan to himself “ Vn v v ell ' On 

my faith, he shall see hoM a i^ntlcman can die ' ” 

Richelieu still continued tlunkinc;, tnisting and untmsting 
the papci m his hands At last he laised Ins head, fixed Ins 
eagle look upon O’Aitagnans hank, loial, intelhgfiit face, 
lead on liis face all the siillemig , he had cnduicd, and icflcctcd 
foi the thud oi fonith time uhat a fiitmo this young man had 
bcfoio him, and nliat icsoiuccs his activity, his coinage, and 
Ins undcistandins could devote to a good niastei 

On the otlici hand, Miladv’s ciiincs, lici sticngth of mind, 
and lici mfcinal genius had iiioic than once teiiificd him He 
felt something like a f-eeict joy at being for evei iid of such a 
daiigcioui, accomplice 

He sloiviy toic the paper nhich D’Aitagnan had gener- 
ously placed in his hand^ 

‘ I am lost ' ” sa id IJ’Ai (agnan to himself 
And ho boned Ion hi foie the cardinal, like a man nho says, 
“ Loid, thy mil ho done ' ’ 

The oaidmal nciit to a table, and, mthont sitting down, 
mote a fen lints on a sheet of paichnicnt tno-tlimis of which 
nas alieady filled up and affixed Ins seal to it 

‘ That IS niy coiidomnalion, ’ thought H’Aitagnan , “ he 
mil spaic me tlie tedium of the Bastille oi Ihcsiow jiiocess of 
a tiial It’s anothei pioof of liis kindness ” 
i“ Hcic, sii,” said the caidinal to the joiing man, “ I have 
taken fioin you one signed blank and I give j’ou another. 
The name is n anting in tins commission, and you yourself 
will wiitc it in ” 

D’Aitagnan took the paper hesitatingly, and cast his eyes 
ovoi it 

It n as a lieutenant’s commission in the musketeers 
D’Artagnan foU at the cardinal’s feet 
“ Monseigneur,” said he, “ my life is yours ' Henceforward 
dispose of it But I do not deserve this favour which yon 
bestow on me , I have thioe friends who aie more mentonous 
and more woithy — ” 

D T M K 
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“ You are an honest fellow, D’Artagnan,” interrupted the 
caidmal, tapping him familiaily on the shoulder, charmed at 
having subdued tlus lobellious naliiic “ Do mth this com- 
mission what yon -nill Only icmomber that, though the 
name is left blank, I give it to you ” 

“I shall novel foiget it,’ leplied D’Aitagnan , “your 
Eminence may be ocitam of that ’ 

The cardinal turned lound and said m a loud voice 
“ Eochefort ' ” 

The chevalier, uho doubtless uas behind the door, entered 
immediately 

“ Eochefort,” said the cardinal, “ you sec M d'Aitagnan 
I leccive him among the numbci of my fnends Shake hands, 
then, and bo piudent, if j’on wish to picscivc youi heads ’ 
Eochcfoit and D’Aitagnan saluted each other distantly, 
but the caidmal was obsciving them with his vigilant eye 
They loft tho ohamboi at the same time 
“ We shall moot again, shall wo not, sii ’ ” 

“ AVlieii you please,” said D’Aitagnan 
“ An oppoiluiiity will olfci, ’ replied Eochefort 
“ What’s that ’ ” said the caidmal, opening the dooi 
The two men smiled at each othci, shook hands, and bowed 
to his Eminence D’Artagnan then lejonied his thiec fiiends 
“ Wo woie beginning to grow impatient,” said Athos 
“ Here I am, my friends,” icphed D Artagnan, “ not only 
free, but in far oui ” 

“ When will you tell us about it ’ ” 

“ This evening ” 

Accoidingly, that same evening D’Aitagnan rcpaiicd to the 
rpiaiteis of Athos, whom he found in a fan way of emptying 
his bottle of iSpanish wine, an occupation which he rehgiously 
fulfilled eveiy night 

He related what had taken place between the cardinal and 
himself, and, drawing the commission from his pocket, — 

“ Here, my deal Athos,” said he, “ this naturally belongs 
to you ” 
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Athos smiled his siicet, fascinating smile 
“ My fiiend,’ said lie, “ foi Athos this is too much Keep 
the eommission — it is 3'ouiti Alas ' it has cost j'ou enough.” 
D’Artagnan left Athos’s loom and ivcnt to Poithos’s 
He found him dicsscd in a magnificent coat eoicicd with 
splendid oinbioide..y, looking at himself in a glass 

‘ Aha I ” exclaimed Porthos , “ it is j'OU, deal fnend 
Hon do j-oii think those gaiments fit me ’ ” 

‘ AVonderfully well,” said D’Artagnan , “ but I have come 
to offei J’OU a suit nliich mil fit j'ou still bettei ’ 

‘ What’s that ’ ” asked Poithos 
That of a lieutenant in the musketeers ” 

D’Artagnan related to Porthos his intcivien with the 
caidinal, and, taking the commission from his pocket, — 

Hole, iny dcai fiicnd,” said he, “ nritc j-oiii name m it, 
and become my officer ” 

Poithos cast his c}-es ovei the commission, and returned it 
to D’Artagnan, to the young man’s gicat astonisbiiicnt 

‘ Ycb,” said he, “ yes, that nould flattei iiio veij- much, but 
I should not have time enough to enjoj' the distinction I era 
going to be mai i led Look here — I n as trying on my wedding 
bUit Kccii j'oui lieutenancy, my dear fcllon , keep it ” 

And he leturncd the commission to D’Artagnan 
The young man entered Ai anus’s apartment 
Ho found him kneeling befoie a praying-desk n ith^his head 
leaning on an open prajci-book 

He described to him his inteiview with the cardinal, and, 
foi the third time dramng Ins commission fiom his pocket, — 
‘ You, oui fiiend, oui mtclhgcnce, our invisible protector,” 
said he, “ accept this commissjon You have deserved it 
iiioie than any one by j'oiii msdom and your counsels, nhich 
were always followed by such happy results ” 

“ Alas ' dear fnend,” said Aramis, “ our recent adventuies 
have entirely disgusted me with hfe and with the sword. 
This time my determination is irrevocably taken After the 
siege I shall entei a monastery. Keep the commission, 
n T V k2 
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D’Aitagnan The piofession of aims suits you You mil be 
a biave anJ gallant officer ” 

D’Aitagnaii, his eye moist with gratitude and beaming with 
]oy, ncnt back to Athos, 'whom he found still at table, con- 
templating the charms of his last glass of Malaga by the bght 
of bis lamp 

‘ Well,” said he, “ and they also have refused this com- 
mission ! ” 

*' Because, dear fnend, no one is more worthy of it than 
yourself ” 

And he took a pen, wrote D’Artagnan’s name on the com- 
mission, and returned it to him. 
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P 2, 1 5 cuisses : armour to cover the thigha, 

P 2, 1 8 maxillary muscles : the muscles of the jaw 

P 2, 1 20 B£arn : a small provmce m the extreme south-west of 
Prance 

P 2, 1 32 Bosmante ‘ the name given by Don Quixote m Cer- 
vantes' famous romance (published 1606-lGlS) to his 
raw-boned steed The name though high-soundmg 
actually means “ foimcrly a diiidge-horse ” 

P 8, 1 24 gasconade • a vaunting boast, for nhich the natives 
of Gascony were nutonous 

P 14, 1 20 a larding pm an instrument used for inseiting strips 
of bacon in othei kinds of meat befoie cooking 

P 13,1 23 pistole: a Spanish gold com it ortli about 18? 

P 16, 1 22 Che Luxembourg • a palace built by the queen- 
mother, Marie do’ Medici 

P Ifl, 1 29 The Louvre uas ongmallv built bv Philip Augustus 
at the beginning of the thirteenth century This 
palace was pulled down by Prancis I , and a new 
building lias staited by him in 1541 It iias not 
completed till the reign of Louis XIV 

P 20, 1 24 Dax, Fau, Tarbes Tlic fiist and lost iicic ton ns of 
Gascony Fau was m the piovincc of Beam 

P 22, 1 25 the edicts ' duellmg had become so prevalent dining 
the reign of Henry IV that a numbei of Royal Edicts 
had to he issued by him and his succc'^sor to check the 
piactice 

F 40, 1 14 gerfalcon : a name appbed especially to the Ice- 
landic falcon 

P 40, 1 17 tiercel or tercel * properly means a male falcon , here 
perhajis signiSes the goshawk 

P 48, 1 26 Beaugency : a town m central France on the Loire 
149 
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P 04, 1 28 secure me an abbey an abbey consisted of a 
number of buildmirs, usually includinc: a larse chuicli, 
occupied by monks Orer them was placed an abbot 
The chaise of an abbey was usually a lucrative and 
not very onerous post 

P 64, 1. 9 representing St Martin giving half his cloak St 
Martin (310-400 v u ) w X'* Bishop of Tours It is <;aid 
that once when at Amiens he divided his cloak with a 
beggar, and on the following night had a visum of 
Christ making known to the angels this act of cliaiit\ 
as havmg been done to himself St Martin became 
the patron saint of hospitality , hence his appearance 
on an inn sign 

P GO, 1 14 Picards inhabitants of Pioardv in the north-east of 
Fiance, in which the towns of St Omei and Calais 
were mcluded 

P SO, 1 1 embargo an order prohibiting any foieign ‘‘liips 
from enteiing, oi any ships from leavmg, the ports of 
a country 

P 8j, 1 7 holsters : leather cases for holdmg pistols, either 
fixed to the saddle or attached to the belt 

P SO, 1 2 ensign • formeilv a commissioned officer of the 
lowest grade in the infantry In the time of Shakes- 
peare the name had been coiruiited into ancient ' 

P 92, 1 26 parliament the Parliament or Pailcment of Pans 
corresponded m no «5cnse to the English Parliament 
It was a civic body, but it possessed certam special 
pnvileges, one of which w as the nght of registering all 
royal edicts Without such registration no edict w as 
legally valid. 

P 94, 1 8 Due de Guise ; Henry due de Guise (1550-1588), 
with his brother the Cardinal de Guise, headed the 
Catholic paity known ns the League He was one of 
the instigators of the massacre of St Bartholomew m 
1572 He w^as assassinated with the connivance of the 
Iving, Henry III 

P 9-^^, 1 28 Comte de Toirac, or de Toiros (1585-1636) made a 
moishal of France, 1630 Captured the Isle of Rd 
and successfully defended it agamst the English m 
1627. 

P 95, L 22 Duo d’Angonldme (1573-1630) a natural son of 
Charles IX of France, was commander-in-chief at the 
opening of the siege of La Rochelle 
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P 97, 1 29 arquebnse aho called in English luiqiiebua an 
early form of ])oitable inin , for firing, the baixel iias 
suppoitcd on a tiipod bi a hook 

P 98. 1 19 Due d’Orlians as the eldest biothei of the French 
king he boro the comtesy title Monsieur Gaston, 
Due d’ Orleans, nas one of Eichehcii’s noist enemies 
he lias eoiiaidly and tieacherous and coiitinuallv 
implicated in plots 

P 99, 1 .7 bastion a projeetmg portion of a foitification or a 
wall, stiengthcned so as to be capable of defence 
against an attacking foice 

P 99, 1 23 revetement, or, in English, revetment — the letammg 
nail of the ticneli 

P 99, 1 30 counterscarp is the outer ii all oi slope of the ditch 

P 100,1 16 masked: concealed from view D’Artagnan was 
concealed from the enemy in the bastion 

P 102, 1 2 a hundred louis a French gold coin iioitli about 
20 fr ,s:about 16s 8d m noiinal times 

P lOo, 1 23 Bassompierre (1379 164-6) created n marahal, 
1022 , imprisoned in the Bastille by Bichcheu, 1031- 
1042 

P 103, 1 23 Schomberg, Henry Count dc (1575-1632) made a 
marshal 1623 

P 109, 1 16 thee and thou * used in the French only between 
neai relatives, and to show attachment or del otion 

P 112, 1 33 the queen’s almoner ' the almoner was the official 
distributoi of alms attached to a great household 

P 115,1 36 Balzempleu a Swiss coirujition of theFiench oath 
‘ par le sang de Dieu ’ 

P 118,1 33 “ Let them flee to the deserts" Aiamis is piobably 
thinkmg of St Luke xvi 21, “ Then let them that be 
m Judea flee to the mountams ’’ 

P 1 21 , 1 32 a kind of pepper-box . a small turret shaped like a 
pepper-box 

F 126, ] 2 the white flag * the royal standard of France con- 
sisted of three fieur-de-lys m gold upon a white ground 

F 127, 1 29 Binging in French the Psalms that we sing in Lahc- 
The Huguenots, like all the Reformed Churches, used 
their native tongue for their church servioe, while 
Roman Catholics employ Latin 
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r HS 1 3? Iivres : old Eicnth money of account 1 hvre= 
20 sous, about ci^ual to a iiiudein franc 

F. 143, I 29 Carmebte convent The C,iimelites oiigniated as 
an order in the middle of the UielfUi century They 
derived then name fiom Mount C'aimel, uhere the 
originators of the ordei lived as hermits ui oaves 
After 1240, ulicii the Crnsadeis acre driven out of 
Falestme, they migrated to Sicily, France and England, 
and became one of the four orders of Mendicant Fnars 
They were also knoim os the White Friars Both 
men and women were admitted to the ordci 



QUESTIONS AND SUBJECTS FOE ESSAYS 

1 Give an account of n hat happened at the “ Jolly Miller ” on 
the diet Monday of Apiil 162a, putting the vrords into the mouth 
of one of the citizens of Meung, who la supposed to be relating 
what he saw to hia uife 

2 Describe briefly the character of Louis XIII 

3 Delate the story of the fight between the three musketeers 
and D'Aitagnan and the cardmaVs guards, in the words which 
D’Aitagnan w ould use in dcsciibing it to the king 

4 Desoiihe the various devices employed by the cardinal to 
prevent D’Artngnan and his three fiiends from reaching London 

5 Comiiaie tlie chaiacters of the Duke of Buckingham and 
Cardinal Bicholieu 

6 Where me the folloinng places, and in what way are they 
connected with the story Tarbes, Amiens, Samt-Valery, Villeroi, 
St Germain, the Isle of R6 ’ 

7 Who w ere the Huguenots ’ Why w'aa Caidmal Richelieu so 
anxious to ciush them ' 

8 Who were the following, and what part do they play m the 
story the Chevahei de Rochefort, M de TreviUe, Planchet, 
Bemajoux, Comte do Wardes, Master O’Reilly, Brisomont, M de 
la Tremouille, Grimaud ’ 

0 Compare D'Artagnan’s character with that of the hero of 
any other historical romance you have read 

10 Which of the three inusketeera seems to you the most 
attractive character ’ Give your reasons 

11 Describe a day m the life of a musketeer or a guardsman 
m Pans m diary form 

12 Tell in your own words any one of D’Aitagnan’a adventuiea 

13 Desenhe a ]oumey between Ixindon and Fans to-day, and 
contrast it w'lth a similar journey m D’Artagnan’s time, 
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14 Hake a map of the different places mentioned in The Three 
Mushctcers, and trace m colour the joumejs. of U’Aitagnan 

lo Diamatiae and act certain episodes (e g Breakfast m the 
Bastion Saint-Geivais) 

It will also be found to add aieat interest to class-uork if 
certain poitions are read diamatically, the vaiioiis chaiacteis in 
the story being allotted to individual pupils or to small gioups 
of the elass 


BOOKS FOR FURTHER STUDY 


The best account of Dumas and his u ork in English is that of 
Arthur B Davidson entitled Alexandre Dumni Pire, hj\ Life and 
H'oiis (1902) The article m the Encyclopaedia Bntanmca, 
vol \in, may aho be consulted Shorter appreciations mil be 
found in Ancliew Lang’s Letters to Dead Authors and in R L 
Steionsoiis .Ueinonis and Portraits 
I’oi the hisLoij of the peiiod, J B Perkins’ Richelieu, in the 
Ilriori of the .\alions senes, is recommended , also E Lodges 
Richelieu, in the Foreign Statesmen series, and The Seienlernlh 
Ciiil’inj {Till Xalional Histoiy of Erance) by Jacques Boulenger, 
English riandation, 1920 
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